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Of ist Jamary, 1948. 
SECRET. 
Addressed to Washington telegram No.36 of January lst. 


Repeated for information to U.K,Del. New York, Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, 
Beirut, Damascus, Amman, B.M.E.O,. Jerusalem, 


Your telegram No.721} (repeated only to New York). 


I agree that you should give the State Department 2 memorandum 
on the lines that you suggest emphasising its confidential 
characteristic. 


2. TI should be gled of your urgent views whether and if so at what 
stage we should (go) rather further than this with the Americans. 
The point which you have made to Mr. Henderson refers mainly to 

the interim period during which we shall remain responsible for the 
administration of Palestine and during which it is obviously 4 
direct interest of ours that disturbances in Palestine should be 
kept to the lowest (possible) level, But we are also seriously 
perturbed at the long term prospects and shall wish sooner or later 


to discuss them with the Americans. 


3. It will be useful to begin with a short analysis of the 
position of the Arab leaders as we see it. Generally speaking 
they feel very strongly about Palestine but they have also a clear 
desire to turn their attention to the problems of economic 
development and social reform,(There Sic ? They intended) would 
therefore like » settleyent of the Palestine problem which did not 
4nvolve too great economic @islocation and which did not serve to 
increase the influence of the extremists on either side, The 
populer feeling in the Arab countries is however so strong (leaving 
aside the question whether it was originally instigated by 
intemperate propaganda from above) that the leaders cannot acce +t, 
a settlement which appears to allow the major part of the Jewish 


claims./. wae 
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cleims, Most Areb leaders are convinced probebly with considerable 
justification that if they accepted any such solution their posifions 
and possibly in some cases their lives, would be most insecuree/Gny 
change of regime which ensued would undoubtedly be in the direction 
of grester extremism, either cormmist or fanatical pan - Islamic, 


le In these circumstances even the more responsible Arab leaders . 
feel absolutely bound to permit or encourage activities of the Arab 
irregulars in Palestine probably to be supplied with arms end money 
from Arab states (though possibly not to any great degree until 
May the 15th) for two reasons; 


(A) Any policy short of this would give too greet a handle 
to the extremist opposition in their countries, 


(B) the only way they can reach a quick and more or less 
acceptable settlement is by conciliation based on the 
readiness of the Jews to move from the (extreme 1 change 
gives doubtful) position for which they have obtained 
United Netions support, In Arab eyes the only way in 
which they can persuade (? gp. omitted ? the Jews) to make 
such concessions is that life should be made thoroughly 
uncomfortable for them in Palestine and that the U.S, 
Government should realize that the United Nations plen will 
not work and that they must therefore put pressure on the 
Jews to accept something less, 


5. It has always been our hope sooner or later that the Jews 
would be willing to seek conciliation with the realization that this 
involved conesesions on their part. It has also always seemed to 
us that. strong American intervention with the Jews would necessarily 


bring this about, It seems not unlikely if a really serious 
situction developed in Palestine the Americans might be willing to 
take some such action if only to prevent action by the Security 


Council/. ood 
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Council with the possible introduction of Russian forces, But 
it would be tragic both in the cost of human lives and in the 
disturbance of the whole British - American position in the 
Middle East if it was necessary to wait until major trouble 
had already begun, 


6. It is natural in these circumstances we should think of 
potential American intervention not only on the lines already 
discussed with the object of restraining Jewish Terrorism in the 
present stage but with a view to make American mediation based 
on the clear understanding that any such mediation must start 
with Jewish concessions. What are your views of the chances 
of American action on these lines in the comparatively near 
future and do you think that it would be advisable to put the 
above argument to the State Department n0WWe 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(CIB/HA). 
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Received 1/1/48 (20.30) 


lst January, 1948. 


Despatched 1/1/48 (19,10) 











of 
addressed S, of S. for the Colonies 0001 (Please pass to Paris 
as 0006 and Prague 0007). 


Repeated to Cairo 0001, Beirut 0003, Damascus 000k, Jedda 0001 
Amman 0005. 

Following United States Consul General's inquiry regarding 
his proposed Consular guard of United States marines (reported 
in my telegram No.2532 notfepeated) the Consul ceifpals of France 
Czechoslovakia and Arab States in Jerusalem have requested this 
Government to provide guards for their consulates, They have 
been informed in the present circumstances and in view of the 
many calls on our Security Forces this is not possible and that 
-they should make their own arrangements in the light of the 


advice which the Police will be glad to give them, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, — 


< whist Wee Xe in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


(COPIED) ~~ 

pestrereny 1 14/4 fA | 

ae Clear? Ss i / a a hy 
‘ TELEGRAM SE 

a 


From . High Commissioner, JERUSALEM... ( 
To British Legation, AMMAN thy... 
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Addressed to Secretary of State No. 3. Repeated to 
Washington 1, Memin No, 1 (Please pass to Ambassador and 
Commander in Chief) Beirut No. 8, Damascus No. 9, Baghdad No. 2, 
Amman No, 10, Jedda No. 1, Aden No. 11, British Consul, Aleppo 
No. 12, INCIDENT REPORT DECEMBER 31ST :- General situation 
unchanged there were no major outrages and in minor incidents 
the casualties sustained were: British one killed, Jews four 


killed, ten injured, Arabs one killed two injured. 
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Addressed to Secretary of State No. 4. Repeated to 
Washington No. 2, Memin No. 2 (Please pass copy to Ambassador 
and Commander in Chief) Beirut No. 14, Damascus No. 15, Baghdad 
No. 3, Amman No. 16, Jedda No. 2, Aden No. 17, British Consul 
Aleppo No. 18, Incident report January lst. General situation 
renains unchanged, casualties sustained in widespread incidents 
were : British 3 injured, Arabs 9 killed, 50 injured . Jews 2 
killed, 22 injured, 

2. Following were the most important incidents (I) A 
military armoured vehicle and a blue jeep drove into Jaffa. 
yesterday afternoon, passengers in the jeep opened fire on an 
Arab cafe and at Arab police killing two and injuring eight Arabs; 
the attackers were wenring British type army uniforms and badges 
of Royal Irish fusiliers but are believed to be Jews, Cx} 

Jews attacked Balad esh Sheikh, Haifa, during the night killing 


five and wounding thirty four Arabs, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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Addressed to Secretary of State No. 18, Repeated to Washington 
No. 7, Memin 4 (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in 
Chief) Beirut 3, Dauascus 32, Amman 33, Aden 34, Jedda 4, 
British Consul Aleppo 35. Incident report January 2nd: 
Following casualties were sustained in incidents throughout 

the country. British: two killed, six injured, Jews: four 
killed, fourteen injured. Arabs : Three killed, eight 


injured, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.1} of January and, 


Repeated to Ammen, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, Jerusalem, 


TOP SECRET. ” + 
a 
Your telegram No,2288, IU 25 
I feel sure that on DYNASTIC grounds E would resent the 
occupation by purely Transjordan forces the Areb areas of Palestine 
as indicated in Amman telegram No.3906 


2, On the other hand it might be argued that in view of Egypt's 
reluctance to move her own armed forces over the frontier she could 
hardly object to a Transjordan occupation if it served to preserve 
order and possibly led to some form of compromise solution, Never= 
theless I think that the Egyptians are more likely to take the view th 
thet as the Arabs will in any case control the sreas joined to them 
under the partition scheme they would gein nothing by 4 Trens jordan 
occupation which could then only be interpreted as an attempt to 
further HASHEMITE AGGRANDISEMENT, 


3. Of course a total occupation of Palestine by Transjordan would 
Joubtless be APELAUDED as a quick solution; alternatively if things 
were to go badly for the Arabs in Palestine a new situation would 
arise in which all Arab countries might feel bound to intervene. 

4. I would suggest you may also wish to tax CLAYTON on this 
subject as he is now in London. - 


AMBASSADOR, 


(? originating office omitted from preamble ? Cairo). 
(coB/HA). . 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE { —. 
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To Secretary of State No.7 SECRET, repeated 

vashington fio.} SECPRT, WeKeDeBele HOe 21 SECHET, Peirut 
Ko. 22 SECFET, Damascus Ko.?3 SSCPET, Baghdad No. SUCFET, 
Cairo Noe’ SECRET, Jedda Ko.3 SECPET, Amman No.3 Saving. 


It seems certain that beth Jews and Arabs will endeavour 
during the residue of the =andéatory period te introduce arus 
and munitions into Palestine. Simee this Covernnent is according 
no repeat no facilities for such imports to non-governmental 
bodies it follows that such endeavours sust be clandestine, 
and as long as His Majesty's Covernment is responsible for law 
and order it wust try to frustrate then. 


2. Intelligence sourees show 4eust that the Jews are trying to 
buy munitions in the inited States (.¢.g. Washington telegran to 
Foreicn Offlee Fo.7160) and in countries in the Soviet zone of 
gurope, partieulerly Polend and Czechoslovakia. ‘hile the 
United States has banned the export of arms to the "iddle 

Rast it seems likely in view of Jewish wealth and influence and 
of the thy with which thetr eause 18 widely regarded that 
they will contrive to export armas from the 5.5. surreptitiously. 
Countries in the Russian sone will probably not be deterred fron 
selling arms to Jews by the considerations of subsequent illega! 
import into Palestine. 


3. The Jews way attempt to import arms so acquired either by 
clandestinely landing thea on the open shore or by disguising 
then as ordinary carro pressing through Maifa and Tel Aviv 
ports. Since the customs staff and police in Tel Aviv are now 
100% Jewish the possibility of smuggling through that port is 
particulerly acute. It would obvbusly not be feasible in the 
present political cireumstances to divert shipping from Tel 
Aviv to Jaffa or Haifa. 


he. The best prospect of preventing or at least limiting 

the illieit import of ares by Jews lies in the provision to this 
covernnent of accurate intelligenee of shipments, so that suspect 
vessels may be intercepted woen entering territorial waters 

and @ireeted into Kaifa for special examination. 


5. It is known that the Arabs states are préviding and intend 
to provide the Palestine Arabs with aras which will be smugrcled 
into this country across the land frontiers. Reports which may 
well be exaggerated speak of 10,000 rifles having already been 
greater number of the way. In the 
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6. I woul’ therefore be rrateful if all intelligence sources 
could be mobilized with the object of providing this Government 
with accurate information of as detailed a nature 28 possible 
of the despateh of arns to Palestine fur use by both Jews and 
Arabs. 
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Addressed to Secretary of State No. 20 Inmediate, 
Repeated Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and 
Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, 
British Consul Aleppo. 


SPECIAL INCIDENT REPORT : (1) At 12.40 hours 
January 4th, Social Welfare offices were completely demolished 
and old governorate building in Jaffa which houses offices 
of Arab National Committee was partly demolished by an 
explosion in which 15 persons were killed, 20 seriously 
injured and 58 slightly injured practically all Arabs. 
Buildings nearby including central police station and 
Barclays bank were extensively damaged, Izl later claimed 
responsibility. (2) At 0117 hours January 5th a grenade 
was thrown into Semiramis Hotel, Jerusalem, causing slight 
damage, no casualties. Immediately afterwards an explosion 
occurred which commletely demolished front half of building, 
one Arab was later found dead in vicinity, 15 persons are 
missing and 2 persons were injured among missing is Senor 
Manuel Alandi Salazar, Acting Spanish Consul General, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


40 Addressed to Secretary of State 28, Repeated to 
Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in 
Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, Alepoo, Baghdad, 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 3 and 4 
In incidents throughout Palestine following casualties 


occurred. Figures do not repeat not include those siven in my 


telegram 20, British 9 injured, Arabs 6 killed, 6 injured. 
Jews 5 killed, 11 injured, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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Se Cae 


Dear Department, 

Please refer te Demascus' despateh No.156 (64/136/47) of the 
22nd Decesber, 1947, about a visit of Yusef el Atrash to the 
Legation eat Damascus. 

2. The meeting in July is doubtless one of those referred to 
in our telegram No.49 of the 7th of July, 1947. 

On the occasion when the Atrashes were received at that 
time by King Abdulish in Glubb's presence, Samir Pasha and Glubb 
had gone to see the King for the express purpose of telling him 
thet the Arab Legion could not be used to assist the Druze and 
that the Transjordan Government could not produce arms and money 
for that purpose either, 

The statement that Glubb asked for ten days in which to 
make troop dispositions is, therefore, absurd. 

3. We are writing this letter because of the frequency with 
which Glubb's actions are misrepresented or misunderstood, We 
eosmsn enclose the copy of a letter which we had to send to Beirut recently 
on the subject of a visit by Glubb to that tow, 


Yours ever, 








The Eastern Depertment, 

The Foreign Office, 

LONDON, 3.W. 1. 

Copies tor~ (5/30/17 J 
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CHARGE D* AFFAIRES, iro OFFICE, LONDON. 


Ith December, 1947. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office No. 1302. 
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e The Arab League could ainimise this price 
itself taking steps to set up civil edministration 
in the Arab areas of Palestine. 


(21106) | W1.8573/807 5,000 4/42 A&E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 oN 
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His ions Minister, 


and has the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the under- 
mentioned paper. FOR INFCRMATION. 


British Embassy, 
CatRo. 
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24th December, 


Reference to previous cogfespondence : 
Cairo telegram No.95 of 18.12.47. 


Description of Enclosure. 





Name and Date. Subject. 





Communiqué issued |by the Heads of Arab 
States in Cairo 1%th December, 1947. 
Translation from"Ahram" of 1fth Dec,é947. 
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“nen the alas of iaperialisa and tae greed of tue wioaists 
pet ever tus setting up of a Natiouml jome for the ews in 
valestise, tue Arava oi thet country sere pluagec into calamity, 
sinee taey sac forcetuily isposed on tnew groups of forei«ncrs 
coming from tue cast anc .est wits their-own lamguages, cuetons 
ea. seeini systens. iheus rroupo lost no time in despoiling tis 
arabes in every woy possible of their lance aac their sources of 
existence. tlodey, tuey ars cespollisg them of tasir very . 
{etaerlend. the meadetory power lcs NelpeG these intruders sac 
given thes tie weans to set up u trained army whieh in receat 
yeara aes besa trausfeormecd inte en lastruseat of terror anc hes 
S)read with its evil cee.s cisaster over the whole couatry. =a 
aay ooeasioss and is sany woyo anc at Rumerous coafereaces the 


Agab soverneents save drown the atteation of the wuandatery power 


and the other powers to tie evil of revolt in *slestiae and neve 
suown that the evil results of the anndatory power’s anc wlcnists’ 
action would iwed to wars and atrife between kosiems enc Curistinens 
on the one hand enqd tue daws on the otuer, which wight spread to 
the whole Last anc lest for long years. 


jnen tas situation ceterisrated in -sleatine anc tue 
anadatery power found iteeif umsblie to safecuare seturity ead vrver, 
tne question of the mandate wes submitted to the Jnited \ations 
.roenisation. wurlag the two sesalons of the Senetai Asseubly bis 
Aved Gelegetions eerried cul taeir duty to the ubsost, demonstrator 
tue rights of the 4Arebe and tre aggression of tac uionists, enu 
warned agains> tuc evil consequesces If the ssseudly ignored tre 
principles of right ead desoerecy. “ut soet uafortunetely, tie 
assembly did ignore those very principles walen its charter 
guarentees, ead recomended ise pertition of -elestine aac tae 
settiag up of oe Jewisa State there. In doing this, it sen deprive. 
& whole people of its rignt to cecise its owa fate and ses 
econtravesed ageinet every principle of right aac Justice. ‘wviny 
oPawa up bounderies for tus partition, it sas wade Lt lepracticaliy 
to enforee and one crested tuereby » perseneat sources of cisturbacen 
end atrife. it hae introduced wuat it calls the “Jewish otate” 
inte the most fertile Aret leads anc in s part of the oountry waicn 
eonteins the larces} end caoet inportant soupwes of economic wealti. . 
it nay pleeed hatfesemiilion scales esd Christian 4rebs uncer tie 
yoke and sword of terror of tie cionlsts whose augder ie not groete. 
Sago thet of the \rabs, whoa they wish to put uncer tke isatrudiar 
power oY the cienists, and to.» after tue mandatory power hes 
Geprived the Arsbs of tueir erms cad ensbled the <ioalsts to traapl: 
on them. . 


fais unjust siteustion iss sroused tee indignstion of the whole 
of the mat,’ or tether of tue sejority of tas people of the world. 
ihe Aveb and “oslem peoples conve risen together to fight falseheoi, 
to establish right, end to defend tae fslestine «rads, week in their | 
own lead, snd toe Somes of their febtners sac grandfatuers. ‘he 
Jovernsenats of the countries of the Arab League etaac united by | 
the side of their peoples ia their struggle te cefema their Arad 
vretaréa frou injugtice and to enabls them te defend themselves and 
to aclieve the independence and unity of felestine. 


at their meetings ia Geirc, tne calefe and representatives of 
these Governments neve deciauc that ree is fundementaliy oull 
ead voila. in accordance with the # of their oo7heie, wiki ot 
decided to take radicai secsures wuleh, with Oo@%s hel; briag 
to nought tue imiquitiouz partition plan and will ensure victory 


/ter 





for the right of the Arabs and which will provide for all 
eventualities. 


The world will see that it is impossible to conquer 
the Arabs by force from wherever it may come. It will see 
that when the Arabs insist on the principles of right and 
justice and warn against the consequences of the Zionist 
adventure, they are actually preserving right and justice 
for all people, in the desire to keep the causes of trouble 
and revolt fax from the Middle East, and in their anxiety 
to maintain, peace in that area. 


The world will also see that those who have worked 
regardless of the consequences for the partition of Palestine 
will alone bear the responsibility for the disturbances and 
crn which they have started and whose outcome no-one can 

oresee. 


Since passions and prejudices have overwhelmed even the 
United Nations Organisation and since the doors of right and 
justice have been shut in their face, the Arabs have 
resolutely decided to embark on the fight which has been 
forced upon them and to continue in it until, with God’s 
help, victory is achieved. Then will the principles of 


’ United Nations Organisation be established on a sound 


foundation and the principles of justice and equality reign 
in the Holy Land among all the people". 
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Despatched 7. 1.1948 









of 6th January, 1948, 


Following received from Washington 
telegram No.43 of January 5th. 
Repested to UeK.e Del New York, Cairo, Baghdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, B,M.HeO. and 
Jerusalem (\ 1 
X 


SECRET. 
Your telegram No. 56. PALESTINE. 


The memorandum has been given to the State 
De partment. 


26 As seen from here the chances of American action 
along thelines of the suggestion in paragraphs 5 & 6 

of your telegram under reference are very slight. 

When during theUnited Nations discussions Nuri Pasha sit. 
raised the question of mediation by the United States (and) 
the Saudi Arabian Governments State Department informed 

ys that consideration could only be given to this idea 
efpartition were not adopted. 

This solution has now been accepted and I believe 
that any attempt by the administration to reverse the 
policy of full support for partition would encounter 
intense pressure both from the Zionists and from that 
considerabldbody of influential non-Jewish opinion which 
has in the past endorsed a pro-Zionist policy. 

Among the supporters of partition are likely 
tobe found many elements who are most anxious that 
the United Nations should succeed. The administration 
may well fear defection to WALLACE from these quarters 
4f it should show signs of(swervying from a decision reached 
after one of the rare instances’ of Soviet - United States 

cooperation/ 
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cooperation and United Nations action based thereon. 
Republican presidential ASPIRANTS (gr. undec,. / change 
gives beginning) with DEWEY and TAFT will also be on 
the watch for any chance to IMPALE the administration 
on the horns of the Palestine dilemma. 


3. The administration would be extremly 
unwilling to court such risks in an electoral year. 
Thus whilst an approech of the kind which you contemplate 
might well meet with a sympathetic reception on 
official level, in the State Department and in military 
circles, it seems almost inevitable that the administratio 
as a whole will continue to be swayed in its Palestine 
policy by domestic rather than international considera- 
tions. It would only be likely to be moved from this 
position if American public opinion becomes aware of a 
serious threat to American interests in the Middle Hast. 
This is in any event unlikely and could only be brought 
about by some dramatic development such as a direct 
and imnediate Soviet threat to the Middle ,#ast or 
concerted “62 overt moves by the Arab states to oppose 
partition by force. 

In either case conditions favourable to a 
change of American policy might materialise too late 
to be of practical value. 


4. The further point which worries me is that 

if your suggestion were to be put to the United States 
authorities i€ might arouse lively suspicions that 

His Majesty's Government were trying to circumvent 

the United Nations decision which their SPOKESMEN have 
on vabious occasions undertaken not to obstruct 

(see also the expression of our intentions in this 


respect / 


W49909, D664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 
c Gadex 
soles 
From :— To :— 
Despatched Received 






respect contained in the second sentence of fyour” 
telegram Noe13208 and now embodied in our memorandum 


to the Stste Yepartment). 


5. My conclusion is that although I see no harm 
in putting to the State Department at once the 
considerations mentioned in paras 3 & 4 of your 
telegram under reference there is very little ohance 
of securing action on the lines of paras 5 & 6 

I accordingly feel bound reluctantly to advise against 
any such ap»roach at this stage. 


Foreign Office please repeat to posts named 


except New York as my telegrams Nos.l, 1, 1, 1, 1, 
1, 2, 3 respectively. 


'W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 6/2/48 (12.55). 





PRODROME, 
Copy to:- 9/1014/48. SHK® 


W30057, D1350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 











(3/873/46) TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 
Code 
Xieaxx 


From —_ Ne ile Mini ster, AMAAN To — ve or oe Pore ian office, 
LONDON. 











Despatched els1948 (10 55 Reserved 
of 8th Jsnuery 














INKENIATH. ty) 
SiCC w 4 

Paragraph 2 of your telegram NoedSé&S (of Llth 
December, 1947) sbout the Arab Legion. 


Hesacuerters Palestine now give following as 
earlivst detes for withdrawel of Arsb “erion unite. 
isie Sebruary two infantry componiese loth “ebruory 
two infantry compa:.ieae t. derch two invantry 
Comp2niese 15%h ‘areh two infantry companies. 

.ist.e April two mechanised regiments, seven intentry 
Coupenies and two infentry group headausrterse 


Ze H adguarters warn me that in cer sin cases 
tnere may be dJeloys of uv to a fortnight efter these 
dstes of withdrawal, 


/ 


Copy to:=- $/1014/43. ze 


(ASX/ lel / M1) 


W30057, D1350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


(3/1014/48) TELEGRAM. Hb , (WY | 











Cc her ( Pe. j 4 . 
YP / 4] {¢ v ( & 
Glouxx ] a “HY os 
From :_WeMe Minister, DAMASCUS 7,.HeM. Minister, AMMAN. 


Received 8 1.48 (11. 35) 
1948. 









Despatched 8, 1.1948 (11.23) 
2 of 7th January, 











Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.10 
repested to Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, ME. Minister, 
Jeddsa, Amman, Jerusalem, U.K. Del New York. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


I had an hour's talk with the President of 
the Republic last night of which at least half was 
d voted to Palestine. . I asked him whether he 
cmild see any way out of the present situation and 
suggested that perhaps at some stage some form of 
conciliation might be employed. He replied that any 
such idea was impossible. His general line ranged 
from ebloquy of the Jews to a plea for us to have pity 
on the poor Arabs. He was fairly insistent of the 
communist danger to be expect:.d and said that we should 
in a few months time see shiploads of persons would 
arrive in Palestine from Hastern Hurope who were not 
necessarily Jews but communist elements and that 
the country first to suffer from this incursion would 
be Ugypt. 
2. While the conversation was perfectly friendly 
theoughout I feel that in the, existing circumstances 
we shall have to look to some other Arab country 
for a lead in any breaking away from the present 
uncompromising stanég. 


His Majesty's Minister Amman please pass 
to Jerusale:: as my telegram No.2 Saving. 


HM. MINISTER. 
Nolet 


W49609, DIG64, 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. 
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From High Comaissioner, JEKUSLEM, 


— 


lL 


io 
To... British ptic, mn, 





BROTUSHOWES KK 
RWWA oorecescoesecece . 
Despatched ...7/2/48..(1.3040)...... RECEIVED: 8/1/48 (18.00) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 
Addressed Secretary of State No.5/7. Repeated Wa on, 





Memin Cairo (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, 
Damascus, Ammen, Jedda, Aden and British Consul Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 67H, 

General situation remains quite, Casualties reported 
yesterday were British 2 killed 3 injured, Arabs 1 killed, 
Jews 1 killed 2 injured. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HA). 





wW/7 JR. SY re“ oho 30s” BD 
a — GR 1028°/Q- 
arte oon. /. ly ah oe 
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ee J } — 
00608. Folic.umg received from Moscow tel NoW44 KMagimg.of 5/1/40 
begins. Repested to Wasington Jerusalem Cairo Damascus Beirut 
Bagasd Jeddu amman. Mytel 2445 of 197 . Soviet press on Jun 7th 
carries important two column serticle entitled Suspicious activity 
over tne Péiestine yuestion. Articie asserts thet woile internetioaul 
opinion weicomed the UNO cecision to pertition Pelestine miadle 
Kast gixvedasreactionery circies ou instructions from their foreign 
masters reacted by provoking « weve of pogroms both in Felestine 
ano ulso in Syria Beypt Transjordan anc agen. Farkhermore witn the 
upprovel of the sreb Léeugue(in which the notorious British intell- 
igence agent Generel Cl-yton operutes) an extensive campeign bea 
aeveloped simultaneously in certein countries aginst progressive 
orgenisations. a raia hut beén organised in Aleppo on the Communist 
pertys premises which the Syrian Minicter of internal aifeirs tries 
to 6apluin away by tne fuct that the Soviet Union hac votea for 
Fartition while in Beirut the Lebanese autborities hed saeerked 
arrested & group of communists. These ectivities by aret feudel 
reuctio instigates by Cluyton hed given rise to legitinete ingige 
nition both in the areb countries ana emongst the freedom loving 
peoples. Oo. articie then reiers ka in full terms to the sctivities 
ot the British colonies who in their attempt to retein their 
position were kindlingnetional discord in Palestine ang accuses | 
the British presse of having prompted the Areb countries the line 
they should tee if the generel assembly should decide om partition 
anc of provoking the Arebs egeinst the Jews by suegesting fhet tue 
UNO decision could not achieve by peaceful means andthet the arebs 
"could muke life intolereble for the Jews" .4. In creating this 
ertificial tension over the Pelestinian problem colonisl reaction= 
uries like Clayton were atteupting to use it im orcer to slenoer 
the Soviet Union in the eyes of the sreb peoples. 6. In this con- 
nexion Truc condemns elleestions of Soviet in Palestine mace by 
the Lebenese deputy Hetio abu Shable the Seuci Arabian delegate 
UNO Hefiz wahbse *he Ireasi prime minicter ( who preféered to remain 
silenton Irtys dependency on Britain enc wes attenpting to aivert 
the lre.i people from their struggle for liberation with fatles 
about the Soviet expension) end King abdulleh Z whose cries about 
the Red Denger were clearly aictated by the desire to retuin Paiestim® 
as well as fransjorden for his British mesters.5. article conciudes 
that ali this activity behina Soviet wes serious damege to the areb 
peoples who it coula be sssumea woula be able to gukak Getect the 
imperiulists plans in gooc time and would displey full respect tor 
the unitea nétions decision. This wes reyuiread not oniy by the vital 
interests of the Pulestinian arubs and Jews but also by the interests 
of peace uno general security, FO pieuse pes to the undermentioned 
posts 46 mytels Hos Wu8hington IO Jerusulem ufo Jeade I samen | 
Beirut please pass to Dumsescus ao aytei No I = Attlee. 
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From .High Commissioner, JERUSALEM. 


Gy 


To.......Bratdah. Lega tions. AMMAN eo geecccsccccsssssene 
BRITHSHMORESIDENT 
Despatched ..8/2/48...(WeeIO) ce RECEIVED; 9/1/48 (18,00) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





Addressed Secretary of State No.41, Repeated Washington, 
Memin (Please pass to ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, Aden and British Consul Aleppo. 

SPECIAL INCIDENT REPORT, 
2, Yesterday afternoon ten armed Jews stole a Jewish se+tlement 
police armoured car from a garage in Jerusalem, This vehicle was 
later driven towards Jaffa Gate and a bomb was thrown from it killing 
15 Arabs. One British Constable was slightly injured, Later as the 
Jews were escaping in the armoured car a second bomb was thrown or 
fell from the vehicle which crashed into a traffic island snd stopped. 
Five Jews got out and attempted to escape on foot. Three were shot 
dead by Security Forces and two seriously wounded and taken in 
custody. 
3, Two British soldiers were shot in King George Avenue Jerusalem 


at 3 pem, yesterday by Jews, One is dangerously 411, 


HIGH COM ISSIONER, 


(HA). 


(COPIED) ‘ 
Eode, Grp = (5 /10,/1,3) (|? . 


Oe NORE 8 anccscccaesceecsinece 


“* -TELEGRAM 


From High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 





To...... British Legation, AMMAN, 


oR Tlie isha en Ea a a a; <auees 
Despatched .8/1/48...(1355).. 43 RECEIVED: 8/1/48 (18.00) : 


Al-Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed Secretary of State No.42, Repeated Washington, 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, Demascus, 
Amman, Jedda, Aden snd British Consul Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 7the 

In incidents other than those specially reported in my 
telegram 41 casualties sustained yesterday were Arebs one killed six 
injured, Jews three killed eight injured, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HA). 


(coPrED) > 
Geode, Gypher — (S/1014,/48) (18) 
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= TELEGRAM 


From . High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 


RMWAK. chensteseoenennes see _ abhi baGuaedaesunees evesgues ~ 
Despatched —.B/W'B(Uee20) ccc | RBCEIVED: 8/1/48 (18,00) 





Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed Secretary of State Noew32. Repeated Washington, 
Memin Ceiro (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden and British Consul Aleppoe 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 5the 

There were no major incidents and general situation was 
quite than usual. 

Following casualties occurred: 

British one killed one injured, 

Arabs three injured. 


Jews one killed three injured. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HA). 


lawman : 


C.8.0. 67. 
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HIGH COMMISSIC 


71248. 


SECRETARY OF STATE 





Despatched 
GPP. 27440—10,000—22.4.47 









Ukdel Noe 
Beirut No. ‘ s 
Baghdad No. ? ae 
Jedda No. Z 
Aden Noe 

Demascus Noe 

Amman by bage — 


Repeated tc 


I sent for Mr.Ben Gurion yesterday as a result of 
the blowing up of the Semiranis Hotel. I impressed on him 
the utte futility of such acts snd told him if the Hagana 
continued this policy they would find themselves increasingly 
engaged in action with British troops. I asked him how 
they expected to defend thems lves against world opinion for 
the crime of blowing up innocent people by © gancy controlled 
forces. ur.Ben Gurion was clesrly upset by this event. 

He assured me that it had been carried out without central 
direction. I am inclined to believe this and that the 
Agency are not able to control the local Haganah commanders. 
Mr. Ben Gurion stressed the right of the Jews to self defence 
and made the usual complaint that we were preventing them from 
exercising it. I told him that though, as he himself had 
suggested in the psst, we coll not officially recognise the 
Hagana, yet my policy ms to put each commmity in a position 
to defend itself and I was attempting to put this policy into 
force by varicus measures. They entailed however a certain 
amount of co-operation and it was quite impossible for us 

to arrange co-operstion w th people who were in fact 
murcerers of innocent people, and whose acts were an offence 
to civilisation, If the Hagana had confined themselves to 
pure self defence no doubt more could have beon done. 


I can only hope the Agency can get more of a grip on 
their locel commanders and dissidents, but I believe they 
are rent by internal dissension on this very question of 
reprisals. It is strange thst during this interview Lr. 
Ben Gurion should again make a point o! the desire of the 
Jews to live at peace with the Arabe. 





Tel-crai to :- Secretary of: 3tate. 


Frou :- the Wigh comuissioner for Palestine 





Date Srd Januaiy ,1948. 


AM 4 ar ye re ° ; 
TOP SUOR" Dit Dist. _ f , 


repeated to (\yashington IT05 /o ) if 
OY Cairo Yoe4 t c ey 
ae 7 dein }10.5 7 &. 
SAVING Jedda 1i0,6 (c 
Aiaen Yo.7 / 9 ad, 
Dauwascus No.8 oS rs 
Baz hded ifoe9 — A 


Beirut }f0o.10 

Governor sialta Noll ( Please pess to ¢ in ©) 
fy telesraii toe 2508 of 1947. 
Jeckly intelligence appreciation. 


Arab-Jewish violu.cc is aow diffused over virtually 


all of F lestine with the exception of the Tulkara sub-distr- 
ict ..4:c’ulthough both co.maunitics ere in close cohtuct and 


the .vebs in past troubles have been auioag the first to 
besia uné the lest to cease bhatitttiee: there heve been 
no wwjor cluches. This wuwy be duu to the strength of the 
NQtivsgl comittecs in this arcu. Generclly the local come 
ittccs ure uppureatly cxcreising iaflucnec in favour of 
restruint. They hove issued sprcific injunctioas to avoid 
conmlict vith the cruy, «specia ly by refrcining from acit- 
ing thefts of amas cnd the Lydda comuittce has denounced 
uttack: on reilwcy stations and other Governicnt property. 
The official Arcb policy is to stand on the cefensive 
ogcinct Tewish cttacks until .sgression is ordured by the 
Netisuel leadership . That side ss sprce.d ussaults on Jews 
continuc nd orc indced increusing illustrautes the comparate 
ively fecble euthority of suost of thu comaittces ond of the 
Arub Highcr Comaittcce. in perticulir. The lettcr is cnxious 
to curb Arab, outynreiks but aes aotio stop them cntircely 
‘ond is known to Ve worried «it its lick of control and in- 
chility, duc to ¢bscaceu of cduainistrive aachiuery, to deal 
with the tacny w.tters with which it is dmportuncd by the 

Arub vublic.e It seeéus likeky thet if the Arcbs cre lift 

to theucelves cuthority sill wore iaé wore pass over to 


qerillc leoders such cs Hessen Saluach (who is already 


bere sexe, ond/ . d ot “fl 














> oe 
~e * 


enc to others whose orvrivel is expected. 


a There eve reliable reports of first arrivels of 
Srricn volunteers and of the return of the first bctches 
of Pc.lestine volunteers who heve been treined in Syrie. 
their presence is likely to lecd to an intensificction of 
unrest and violence, elthough:the - red Higher Committee 


has enmnerently instructed them to remzcin on the defensive 


for the time being. 


Oe . trov.blesome feature of the week has been the number 
of tr.in robvcries by lerge binds of armed +reds. These 
inuy De 2wivrete entcrprises, though it is possible, from the 
hilh dezree of org. nisetion, tht they ere vert of the 

rod gueri.l.. cetivity end heve es their cim the acqyuisifion 


ooh tuid 


of funds ror meint.ining the gangs and tie Netionel suerée 


Milit.ry escorts now tréevel on ¢1l trcins. 


se “ue dicgenih versists with its policy of repris.ls, 


the hovredc-707 ciscontinu nce reationed in uy list telegrem 
not he ving ric ters. lised. vhe dissidents too continue 

theiv be ttle cjcinst the security “orces and heave denounced 
the lingeneh es insufficiently ective. The N.i.0. have 
claiuee seven m jor ctvecks on «rab villages up to 15th 

' Decenver ineluagin,: those on ‘tireh, Jerjour cnd Yehudiyeh. 
ufforts mede by the Hegenzh to reach cn understanding with 
the TeieQe hove not been successful, but it remeins doubtful 
whethcr some 1.1.0. onerations have not had Hegenéh supoort. 
The .geney ere unvilling and pyobebly unable to risk « 
shovdo'n with the I.1.0. et nresent and\content thenselves 
with the usucl convenient public denunsictions of this 
org.nisetion ~hich in fect they Go not know hov to decl whth. 
De Despite the fact thet mejor incidents in which Jews 
heve cttceked .rebs emount to necrly tvo thirds of the 
number in wich .r.os heve been egressors the Jewish 
«geney, Jevieh bodies ind the Jevisn yvress continue to 


Cenict the Jews is »ourely on the defensive. Ben “*urion 


2.B/ 





Se 
has charged H.k.G. and its local Seer with 
fciling to distinguiso between attackers and eattecked, 
cespite the open declaration of war by the =rebs. Figures 
of casuclties from 30 November to 31 December ere 450 dead 
and some 1000 injured, nearly half of the litter seriously. 
Sf tne dead 204 cre Jews and 208 srabs. Twelve British 
soldiers end five British police were xilled during this 


neriod. 


Se The tusk of cdtministrztion during this period of 
coiiunel disorder hes been meade more difficult by the 

Satine ck Pelestinicn Officers in sone depertments to report 
for cut: out of fezr for their personel safety. Severel 


Dovurtments heve been virtually uncle to function for some 


<aeke ond tvo budly=needca hospitels have had to close owing 


to the defection of tne Jewish doctors «nd nurscs. 

iecsures are beings t. ken to vemove legitimete coprchensions. 

“hese vill involve the withdrevel of British police *rom some 
nuvely s.rcb areas so cs to strengthen the British Police now 


in Jcerusclem. 25 the uilitery forces cre progressively 


* 


WGak 


3 


ea by withérevel it will be increcsingly necesscry 


O 


to vegord the primary role of the security forces es the 
je ravens of conditions in which the Government mechine 
Cun operate rether than intervention in clcshes between 


Jews ond «robe 


Ts “ne Jewish ..cency must reccive credit for its 
sensible attitude in the metier of P.N YORK end PaN CRUSC.NT, 
whose urriveal in Pelestine weters would have cdded vestly 


to the vifficultics «nd dengers of the situction. 


8. On the evening of 1 denucry cn illegel immigrcnt ship 
suecesticé in eve@ing the Nevy and lending 500 to 700 illegel 
dimigrente near MNehariyee 121 of these heve been rounded up 


py the crmy, but I have decided thet they shell not be sent 


ao en cdvence on quotise Those who e::caped will be 


to Cyprus. Thcy will be deteined for some deys and releesed 
siuilerly debited. 
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mz w3/936/47. TELEGRAM. ae 
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From :— Charge @*affeires,BACHDAD, Ty :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


- 


Despatched 5/48 . (Ueh5)« Received 10/1/%8 (12,00) 





DAEORTANT 
Adf@ressed to Cairo telegram No.3} of Jamary 4th. 


Repeated to Foreign Office, Auman, Beirut, Jedda, Damscus, B.M.E,O. 
and Jerusalem, 


SECRET. 
Following for Chief of Staff M.E.L.F. from Major General 


RENTON, 

I wes informed yesterday that en Iraqi-Transjorden joint , 
defence board had been formed and was meeting in Amman on January 
5th, Iraqi members aré general NUR EDDIN MAHMOUD, Colonels NEJIB 
RUBAI and PACHACHT and Mejor AHMED JENABI, EDDIN MAHVOUD is a 
Kurd and quite the ABLEST Officer in the Army and the other 
meubers are all most capeble and English trained, They are all 
opponents of ISMAIL SAWFAD who I am informed by the Embasay has 
been selected to ecumand the guerillas from Syria. 


CHARGE d* AFFAIRES, 


(MDLei/HA). Copy to:- s/lol4/4ag, o 
wa9s09, 0166 55m in 3 sores, 4/47. 
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Gear 
From :— High Comma, JERUSALEM. To:— HMM 








Received 10/1/48 (12,00) 










Despatched 9/1/8 (17.00) 





of 9th Jamary, 1948. 





DD EDIATE. 
Addressed to H.M.Minister Damascus No.63, Secret. 
Repeated to Secretary of State No.54, Beirut Noe64 and Amman No.65 

Following preliminery inert received 1415 hours today from 
the police - Begins. 

Heavy fire is being directed at KFAR SZOLD Colony from the 
direction of JOULAN hills, Syria. Loud explosions and heavy 
small arms fire have been heard in the area, Military have 
teken up positions covering the frontier and a number of two- 
pounders have been fired into the hills overlook in KFAR SZOLD, 
Heavy fire has also been directed at KFAR DAN Colony. So far two 
Jews of KFAR SZOLD and two Jews of KFAR DAN have been reported 
injured - ends. 

2, Further details will be commnicated to you 48 soon 88 
possible. Meanwhile I shall be grateful for any information 


which you can give regarding these operations. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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‘Gear { L 2 if, ( a 
From :— High Comma, JERUSALEM. To :—HeM.Ministev, a 
Despatched 9/1/48 (20.15) Received 10/1/48 (12,00) 





of 9th January, 1948. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


Addressed to Damascus 70, Hepeated to Beirut 68, Amman 69, 
M.E.Minister 7 and Secretary, of State 56. 


SECRET, 4 
My telegram No,63 repeated to Beirut 64, Amman 65. 


Further report indicates.that some 600 Arabs entered Palestine 
territory from Syria and delivered attacks on Jewish Colonies of 
KFaR DAN and KFAR SZOLD, KFAR BLUM was also casualty. Firing 
(gpe undec,) at about 0700 hours. Arabs reported workmen in parties 
of about 80 strong and intelligence reports indicate strong probabilit; 
that they are guerillas under the general direction of FAWZI QUWAQJI. 


2,  Detachments of 17/21 lancers were despatched to restore order 

and it was necessary to ask for air support. Troops opened fire with 
two pounders and BESAS and also with MORTARS, and as a result the 
situation is temporaly quiter, though Arab casualties are unknown, 

So far three Jews have been killed and 8 wounded, Degree of 
penetration by Syrisn Arabs is indicated by the fact that troops had 
to clear four road blocks on the roads to KHALISA EL SALTHITYA, 


3, My present information is that this attack had no immediate 
provication, In any case, there be no shadow of excuse for such 
deliberate and insolent aggression on the territory of a neighbour 
state, I would therefore ask you to make at once the strongest 
representations to the Syrian Government that these guerillas be 
withdrawn immediately and that the Syrian Government make such 
amends as they can for this action, You will no — ag on 
artunity both to reiterate that, 2s long as the mendate 1s 
eines —_ administration will not tolerate such disregard of its 
authority, perticularly to draw their attention to the fact incursion 
on this magnitude mst be, not only a local matter, but one of 
concern to His Majesty's Governmente HIGH COMISSTONER, 


Ret Finn deo, 0. 


b 1014/48 l 
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tear { { a 
From :— Charge d'Affaires,BAGHDAD, Ty, ;— weed, AMMAN, 


Despatched 5/1/48 (22.05) Received 10/1/48 (12.00) 








of = 5th January, 1948. 


MOST DVMEDIATE, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.30 of January 5th, 


Repeated to B.M,.E.0, Cairo, Jerusalem, Beirut, Damescus, Amman, Jedda. 
SECRET, 


Report carried by B,B.C, transmission this evening of the 
demonstrations in Baghdad against the revision with the Anglo Iraqi 
treaty was grossly exagerated. 


a 
2, The facts at present available are as follows. { eos Aug 
ah 

Law college students attempted to leave the col ege With ae 
intention of demonstrating and were prevented by po action since 


demonstrations sre still barred (My telegram No.1260). A few 
policemen received minor injuries. Reports of the use of firearms 
are not confirmed, SLOG/NS shouted by some of the demonstrators 
referred to Palestine as well as to the treaty revision, There were 
no other demonstrations, Law college is now closed pending police 
investigation. _ 


3.  Deplorable impression is to be feared in other Areb states if 
this report obtains wide currency. 


he I am investigating the source of the report here and would 
be glad if you would do the same in London, 


CHARGE d' AFFATRES, 
Copy to:- S/885/46. 
(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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;? TELEGRAM 2 


From ...High Cormissioner, JERUSALEM. 





To...British Legation, AMMAN. 0. 


anemenk 2p = 
Despatched AM 4B. (Ui020)........ = RECEIVED: 10/1/48 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








i 


Repeated Washington, Memin Cairo (Please pass to Ambassador 


Addressed Secretary of State No.32, 


and C=in-C) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedde, Aden and British 
Consul Aleppo. 
INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 5th. 





There were no major incidents and general situation was 


quieter than usual. 


Following casualties occurred: 


British 1 killed 1 injured 
Arabs 3 injured 
Jews 1 killed 3 injured, 


—_— 
TS 


HIGH CO)) ISSIONER, 


date nies 


Goede; Gypher (5/1014/48) We 
MEE IORE F asscsscsnensticansincieccsinccaas ) Vv 
& TELEGRAM | 


From ..... High Commissioner, JERUSALM, 
To... British Legation, AMMAN, 


BRITLSEDORESIDENT 
REORCAM. ercescessecccece . e 2 < 
Despatched ....7/1/48..(13.0K) 0 RECEIVED: 10/1/48 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





i 


Addressed Secretary of State No.37. Repeated Washington, 
Memin Cairo (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden and British Consul Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 6th, 

Generel situation remains quiet. Casualties reported 
yesterday were: 

British 2 killed 3 injured 

Arabs 1 killed 


Jews 1 killed 3 injured, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


(HA). 
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Despatched 9/1/48... (Ure15) See RECEIVED: 10/1/48 (12,00) 
Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 
Noedd 


‘Addressed Secretary of State, Repeated Washington 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, Damascus, 
Amman, Jedda, Aden end British Consulate Aleppo. a 

INCIDENT REPORT 8th JANUARY. 

Revised casualty figures from bombing at Jaffa Gate on 
January 7th are Arabs 17 killed 36 injured, British Police three 
slightly injured, 

2. Im incidents yesterday casualties were; 
British Police one killed one injured, Arabs two injured, 


Jews seven killed fourteen injured, others one injured. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HA). 


ph 
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Lefer. 
From :—Se0f Se F.0, LONDON, To -_HeM tind sien 


11/48 (11.16) Received 11/1/48 


of 10th January, 1948. 








Despatched 


DWEDIATE, 
MANDATE, CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.41 of January 10th and Teheran, Jedda, 
Benghazi, Baghdad, Tripoli, Beirut, Addis Ababa, ASMARA, Amman, 
Khartoum, Basra, Mosul, Damascus and Aleppo. 


It is probable that the part played by British troops in 
repelling the raid launched in the north of Palestine on January 9th 
by Arebs operating from Syrian territory will be represented by the 
Arab *ress as indicating unfair discrimination against them, You 
should point out that H.M.G. declared that the policy is thet we are 
solely responsible for maintaining lew and order (in) Palestine 
until Mey 15th, 194.8 when the Mandate comes to an end, We have 
often said thet we mst take a most serious view of any attempt to 
violate Palestine's frontiem by either side so long as we are 


responsible for them, 


2, In case the suggestion that the employment of U.S, Marines 

as Consular guards should be claimed as en instance of the 
frontier violation directed against the Arabs, you should point out 
that the employment of small parties for this purpose is entirely 
in accordance with normal international practice. 


(To Baghdad only) Please pass to BASRA and MOSUL as telegrams Nose 
1 and 1 respectively, : 


(To Beirut only) Please pass ALEPHO as my telegram Nol, 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
(HDLeM/iFHR/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


conc, (//'8 (w) 
TELEGRAM 


From High Commissioner, JERUSALEM, 


To... British Legation, i“ 


RRLTASHORESIO AIK 
Despatched ...10/1/48...(U4090).. is RECEIVED: 11/1/48 (15.00) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 
IMMEDIATE, 


‘Addressed to Secretary of State Noe59. Repeated to Washington, 
Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) Beirut, Damascus, «Amman, 
Jedda, Aden and British Consul Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 9th. 

Casualties sustained by Jews in the attack on Huleh settlement 
reported in my telegrams to His Majesty's Minister Damascus Nos.63 
and 70 (NOT repeated to all addressees) were 1 killed and 4 injured 
this amends numbers given in my telegram 73. No figures are 
available in respect of Arab attackers, 

2, In other incidents yesterday following casualties occurred 
mostly as result of sniping or stray shooting Arabs 3 killed 17 


injured, Jews 2 killed 7 injured, others 1 killed, 


HIGH COMISSIONER, 


— 


(s/l014/48) «UL : Ba 
WB] 


ty Frodrome Amman Immediate. 
2 


Frodrome Beirut. / d | Baler : 


Gre 155 TOR 1725 /le. 
00612. Addsa FO. 26 Leth Jen. repta Demesous, igus, 
Cairo, Jedas, Jerusslen. In the summary of the news of the past 
twenty four hours emitted by the BBC st 1800 hours GXT on 
Sunday Jum llth, it was steted that e curfew (repeat curfew ) 
hes been imposed on Jews in Syria and the Lebanon. This is not 
true a8 far ae the Lebanon is concerned. 
&. I personslly heard thet brosdcust on the twenty five metre 
band a8 did the head of the chencery who took the trouble to 
iisten again on the thirty one metre bend et twenty hundred 
hours GT when the same mis= statement was repeated. So there 
cén bé no question of inaccurate hearing this time. 

- Be Facts are that there asc no restrictions on movements of Jews 
within the sountry but thet #11 Jews sishing to leave the Leb- 
enon for Syris and elsewhere must be in Possession of permits 


from the Lebanese mpeete 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.of S. F.O. LONDON, 


Reseed 










12/1/48 (17.20) 


of 12th January, 191;8, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.9 of 12th Januery, 





Despatched 





Repeated +o Baghdad No.1 SAVING, 
Beirut Noe2 SAVING, 
Cairo No.2 SAVING, 
Damascus No.2 SAVING, 
Jedda No,2 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. No.2 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No.3 SAVING, 

SECRET, 


On evening of Mth inst, Prime Minister and I had a difficult 
interview with King Abdulleh who is getting increasingly restless 
about developments in and about Palestine, 


2. Apparently Ahmed Hilmi and Dr, Khalidi visited the King a few 
days before and asked him to use his influence with British autho- 
rities to induce them to take more effective steps in Palestine 

tu keep the Jewish and Arab commmities from each others throats, 


When the King raised this point I replied that the position 
appeared to be that neither of the communities would obey their 
leaders and that both were guilty of aggression, It was difficult 
for the British authorities to compete with such a situation with 
dwindling security forces. 


. The King retorted rather crossly that the British seemed to 
manage quite well when it suited them and referred to the prompt 
repulse of the raid from Syria. 


I pointed out that it was much easier to deal effectively with 
a large body of intruders than with residents who throw bombs at 
their neighbourse 


3, The King went_on to say that in the circumstences the military 


L 
units of the Arab “egion should not be withdrawn from Palestine but 
should/..e2 


W30057, Di350, 55M. (sorta), 10/45. 





should stay on to protect. the Arabs when we ceased to do SO, 


I explained that H.M.G, could not possibly leave behind Arab seas 
troops which had entered the country as part of the mandatory forces, 
The Prime Minister supported me over this point. 


ke The King next referred to the arrangements made by the Areb 
Higher Committee to set up what amounted to an Pelestine Arab 
Government in exile and said that the Transjordan Government would 
issue a statement declining to recognise or to accept any such 
things The Prime Minister and I suggested that any action taken by 
Transjordan should be in agreement with the Iraq Government end 

that it might be best to ventilate the matter in the Council of the 
Arab Leegue first. After some ergument the King agreed to consul- 
ting Iraq before teking any action. 


5. Speaking of Iraq, the King asked why *the Iraqis were being 
given precedence. over Transjordan in consultations about the future 
of Palestine when Transjordan was more closely concerned and had 
actually gone to some lengths to prevent Iraq from complicating 


matterss 


I replied that the present Anglo-Iragi discussions in London 
were concerned with the revision of the Anglo-Ireqi Treaty and I had 
no indication that Palestine was being dealt with, 


6, Finally the King said that he could not possibly egree to the 
Jewish state having access to the gulf of Aqaba and so cutting off 
Trensjordan from Egypte I answered thet U,N.O. had approved a 
scheme which gave the Jewish state access to the Red Sea and it was, 
therefore, a question outside my competence, 


7. With reference to paragraph 2 above, the King is really rather 
pleased at the repulse of what he regards as an effort on the pert 
of the Syriens to acquire merit at the expense of the other Arab 
countries, All local informetion credits Ahmed Sharabati, Syrian 
Minister of Defence, with having mounted the attack end not the 


cee SEN aaR wr PRODROLE, 








FILE HO. sroyye, TELEGRAM. 


Cypher ID/OTP 

Gode 

tear 

From :— Seof S. F.0. LONDON. To :— 
























CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed to Damascus telegram No.13 Janusry 10th, 


Repeated for information to Beipdt, Amman, B.M.E,0, and Jerusalem, 


Jerusalem telegram No,70 to you. 

You should protest vigorously to the Syrian Government against 
the use made of Syrian territory as a base for armed incursion 
into Palestine, You should remind them of the message addressed 
to them as a result of my telegram No.1108 to Baghdad end represent 
once more how greatly we should regret it if incidents of this kind 
were to disturb the friendly relations existing between H.M.G. and 
the Arab Governments, It is surely in the interest of these 
Governments as well as of H.M.G. that we should not be obliged to 
teke action ageinst the Arebs during the comparatively short time 
that we must still remein responsible for the maintenance of law 
and order in Palestine, 


2, You shovld urge most strongly that energetic measures should 
be taken to prevent any repetition of this disgraceful incident and 
reserve the right of the Palestine Government to claim compensation 
for damage and casualties resulting from the incursion. 


SECR&TARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/LA). 


'W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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TELEGRAM 


To..... British Legation, Ae 


BROCORS POORGSADLE SOT 
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Despatched ...12e1048..(13.40.hrs).000... BASE '¢ “Shes ( 45 a iat 








79 Addressed to Secretary of State. Repeated to Washington , 
Memin (Please pass copy to Ambassador and Commander in Chief) 
Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, British Consul Aleppo. 
INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 10TH & 11TH. 


(I) An engagement between Arabs and Jews took place during 
afternoon at Wadi Sukreir, Gaza,army and police intervened . 
There were no British casualties but five Arabs and eleven 
Jews were killed. 


(2) During afternoon of January 10th, Ramat Rahel, Jewish 
colony , near Jerusalem, was attacked by about 111 Arabs 

in uniform Army and police dispersed the attackers; one 
Jew was slightly injured and a British police inspector was 
killed. Arab casualties are not known, 


(3) During morning of January 11th, Jewish Colony of Kfar 
Uriya near Ramle was attacked by large party of Arabs, Two 
Jews were killed and eighteen injured. Jews later deliv_red 
retaliatory attack on Arab village of Khirbet Beyt Far. 


(4) The Bridge at Jisir Banat Yacoub on Syrian frontier in 
northern Galilee was blown up yesterday by persons believed 
to be Jews. Bridge is now passager by pedestrians only. 


(5) Casualties in all incidents on January 10th and 11th 
were: British 2 police killed, 2 soldiers and 1 police 
setae Arabs 6 killed, 12 injured; Jews 5 killed, 36 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


Av. 2 (29/1/48) 4D) 


8 Majesty's Nunister a, -- Damasous 
F- his compliments to H.M.Minister, Amman 
the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 





Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 





Name and Date. 
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Uritieh Legation, 
Fa SAB 6 


9th Jameny, 198 
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copy 


FROM: HQ ARAB LEGION 


TO: MILPAL 071305B 


ALG/112/G/20 (.) Unclas (.) TJ Govt request 24 hr gd of 
1 NCO and 4 ORs on IRAQI CONSULATE (.) 9 Coy orders and 
Eastpal Sub Dist requested by this HQ sig ALG/112/G/2 of 
0512308 (.) 9 Coy state that OC East °al has ordered that 
GD is not to be provided (.) May this please be clarified 
earliest (.) GD must be provided and there are no repeat 
no other tps available (.) Gd was but (due ?) to mount at 
0518008 (.) Please treat as urgent (.) Regret tel com 


PAL - TJ out of order 


emmem & 


a aus. 
Y W/n8, 12th January, 1948. 


My dear Sir Alan, 

King Ab@ullah has asked me to write to you personally 
on the following point so please forgive m for troubling 
you with so smll a ontter, 

As you know, the Acting Iraqi Consul General, amir 
Hussein ilm Near, is tne King’s som in lew as well as being 
his second cousin, and it is natural that, in the clrousstan 
ees, he should take « personel interest in his safety, The 
King esked the General Officer Cumanding to put e guard of 
arab Legion on the Consulate but Maciillen hed to decline to 
use the troops under his comand for thet purpose in order 
to avoid creating © precedent, 

The Acting Consul Generel will now ask for permission 
to have two ur three Areb Legioneries (sent from Amman for 
that purpose and not members of the units peld for by His 
Majesty's Goverment) resident on his premises, King 
Ab@ullah would be grateful if you would approve of this 
arrangements 


Yours sincerely, 


Gad.) A. S, KiDKBRIDE 


Seu. 


Jo , 
on Gy Cunningham, KCB. 5 080.» MCs, - Loh ser 


ll 


0) 


British Legation, 





Beirut. 


8th January, 1948. 


_— 
/3 | aA 
With the canp ents 


of fe ‘sul ” 





AMMAN . 


a 


Britieh Legatica, 
Beirut. 
Sth Jenuery. 1945. 
1/19/48 
beer Department, 
Be trengmit herewith the text as reported 


aes in the press of o statement by the Lirector of the 


Lebeness Sureté regarding the expdleicn, following 
Govelegaente in the -Jalestine situctien, of Swvsign 
Jews fram the Lebanca. 


ss Unquiries at the Ministry of the Interior 


He 
ti 


regards 
thet bone fide students who refrain fram political 
activities will not be molested. 


3. The United Stetes Legation heve informed us 
that they have advised the American University authorities 


/to eee 


Eastern Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


émericen Jevish students st the American University of Beirut 
at present. There are approximately 20 Palestinian Jews in 


the American and French Universities. 

We ere sending copies of this letter to the Chancsries 
et Begdad, Cairo, Demaseus, Auman ani Jedéa, and to Bri 
Middle fest Office. : 


Yours ever, 


Cheacery. 


Ra 


Pas CH JUIFC ETRAMGOAS AU LIBAN! 


N. ‘Gousrd Abd-Jaouéé nous perle des dernibres 
mesures é'expulsion. 


Le directeur de le Sureté Générale nous a dit sens enbayes: 


"11 feut que le peys soit Géberressé de tous les Sléewnts juifs 
étrengers qui l'infestaiant. ous avans, en ce sens, pris des neoures 
éreconie.nes, en perfait ceceard aves les sutorités syricnnes. 


"Les @bcisions qui ont été prises sont tris simples: expulsion 


pure et simple des Juife étrengers, ée 2‘ importe quelle nationalité 
qu'ils appertiennent. : 


les milieux estudientine que le Sicuigme recruteit sos avillours agents. 
avons du, il y © deus ons, expuleer de 1'A.U.B. dos étudients juife 
feisaiont plutet de le politique, Gu journeliane que des études. 


*Les Stu@ients juifes doivent dene s'en elier. Ils quitteront le 
territeire avant le 15 Janvier. 


“Lee mmeiciens et artistes ont 46j8 été endarqés. 


*Rafin, ot c'est 1b un point capital. 
ée visas é*entréc, meme on transit, eux Juife étrengers. be le sorte, 
le ebeurité est gerentic. 

*ueie eels ne veut pes dire qe le controle doive s‘arreter 1h. 


= /vne eee 





ge 


Elle 


de H. Stounrd sbi-Jeoudé. 


Tan J TIME OF RECEIPT 


—=— 
| 1/32 


Number of Groups 
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From -— H.M.Minister, BETRUT. To :— Nabi. Min: otf aaa, 


Despatched 11/1/)£ (11,30) Received 11/1/48 (19,00) 
of 10th January, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegrom No.26 of January 10th, 
Hepeated to Damascus, Ammon, B.M.E.0., Jerusalem, 
Jerusslem's telegram No.69 to Damascus = Palestine. 


When I saw (the) Prime Minister today I represented to him 
very serbously indeed the unfortunate consequences of this i11 
advised and hot headed action which had led to a definite clash 
between British troops and Arsbs = the very thing both parties 
had been so anxious to avoid, He professed to know no details 
but said (though he could herdly have expected me to belive him) 
that it was the work of tribesmen and 2 reprisel for previous 
raids on Arab villeges in the course of which an Emir's house had 
been burned down. When I attempted to show that the Jews seemed 
to heve mde e« point of evoiding any large scale clash with British 
troops he said anywey the Arabs had not sunk to the Jewish level of 
mass murder cs et the SE’IR/MIS Hotel end elsewhere but preferred 
to fight the Jews openly. : 


2. He showed no resentment: against the employment of British 
troops to resist the raids. 


3. Iam #fraid there wit be no prectical advantage in pursuing 
the matter further here, It is to be hoped thet the reception 
accorded to the reiders .ill have taught’ the Arabs leaders a 
solutary lesson, 


S$ MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


(CoB/iiA) 
W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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ge 1) 
Se el ngs ‘of@rires, 


‘ss kB Ue OR PALESTINE, 


TRANS-JORDAN, 


hrce 


sued to roreign fiee 17 rerexted Te agelea 5 : 
ness tO umn wo BW vere) “Elrub Ty lielle eve 1?e rOgrete a! 
ra Se = 


in hte 7 
ele ge 

J received this wroiug J. iin len telegrouws GB end 7 

to « regerding you erday": attack on Jewish Colonies oné 

although i did .ot feel that without ,our specific Asetractiones 

I could sole represeutetious to yen Quve aent on the 

lines eugeested by the Migh ofiussiorer, i felt i 

eshoulé infera “iaister for Poreigi: iffeire of whet had 

ocourred ood ok tha’ | sediete eters shoulé be tekken 

to ekirt easy ® “revetion of the iu 1. 10me 


ry I enw inister for oreig:. \ffuire this oft«rnooun 
a0 elthough “iuieter of lot rior waco also crese t (tried 
toi) put we off sy etendire: 20t to “now euything of the 
ide.:be 


. jaister of ioterior 9. the otvuer heod suid he ted 

lres@y telegre hed to locel froutier puthorities to -scertein 
whe t he@ ha Gute jalater ‘or -ar@iga ifeire «Oo wes 2h 
thoroughly olusteri:m; sod weat on to sey thet .rebe is 

his m oo bed co.sectiow en both oidces of the fro tier 

ua toat they were robably retelintiag for Murter oo a 
echourleu: meer wndew a Little while agoe a 


i 


cle “e t ea weat off at o tangent a5o.5 re: wal of rvlectine 
wwe maent to provide guarés for foreign 16 gular officers 
la ‘terugules cad oskeG ae fet is ould suy i: yrson 


overmueut seid % cg cuuld aot -rovide gu @s for te 
legulion OR the cousulete ot 1lep Qe i p dated out to 

4- »xeeliency thet iseldent ebout whieb I wre epeaving to 
nda wo one of incursion froa severeiga state date territory 
e@ainistercé by “is «jecty"s Wovernsa it unt t of was 
entirely Giffercat to that o rrovidin guards tor 

tompal of ‘co: ug leie 


Oe I resinéeé Mle xeclicac of ep cel mde by (re Dundes 
wad vayeself in Yeoewser sol ts allow hot eleacute to cross 
froatiers an he sscured oc how eager the yriva jovera ent 
ea: ior good relations Gith hele sovernaent, uddiug 
incidentoliy thet the wmert our eGa_nistretion ended the 
reb Stetes woul walk ine agt he coupled this sseurence with 
th: lee thet we should do saxthing to help rebp) G6 
noted the eave of th Jeairemis otele rs shoi¥ [Vy 
: (tz 
in y telegrea Noe TST expressed the view thet to 
‘ulk gbout these ir:eguler forces wos of Little sc wulees 
we were rr cered to do comethinge Menerully/I still hold 
that view although our osition is now sore Gifsicult in 
ee auch ae te the fortaight whieh hes siace élopeed udlic 
opinion hss come dneressingly critiesl of ubet it regerde ae 
leek of action by the yrien jJovermacct ané by the rab 
lteGers in generale 4s 2000 aust clearly be tuken isto 
eocoust ia esything further we aay suy aot oaly ic regeré 
to yesterdsy*s incidents but else on Gore general groundée 
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i a HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE, 
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idresved tu the Foreicn CF lee telegr = (0019 Jonuury iithe 
enpested to el etine Mog belrut Noell bee ee Ge men !igeS 


“ov m@ Ce) 


Yous telegrem oelS leje 1 
You will hove gecn® m ay tolerem ie a sy convere 


oe 
eotion with the Bininst for Poreign $fful 6 yest oG y i virtuelly 
Oovered Goll roints mde «hm yor tele mt onder r ense (ej 
1 eeptainly did mot rege ve tee Fip t of “sl etine Govern ont to 
Sisein compens: . on vee: «<c in the oresent circ met. neces Consider 
eteuic eith ‘ eTinite glc.m wi re prone red to 
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et. € i 
deoleccnt im suue Toms or other or elee not tls cout it 26 ehl (6) 
uite cleerly when the Dp ‘e belnyg Kilie@ in *elestines the 
oyri:n Gove nent couk st evon if 1% se Cesiredc pay Gomrenseti on 
facts de-th o few Jevnle) 
\ 
I fval we muet ber M cand Vase Tin Srrien Gove: mat 


we 3 in » work nositden been ee when we Gel® about veing 
regpenelbie Mor telntensace of lw end orde> they Immedic ely 

‘© ort by pointing not only to «11 Ansidents <4 wve recently 
Ovaurres but else to our dealured tasbs ity even to nrevide 

whet gonmot be © substenticl manb 2 eno) “‘wtin, the Foreign 
Someular esteblictioonts o deru. lan (¢) (ay) 


Am 821 clrcume ances i Go not propose to ti ec further Zotion u 
satil you bove voneidgera ih telegroum in y telegre Heei®(.) 
; 


Jerus:lom pis: to men ou my sevines Noeke 
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Despatched 13/1/48 (16.50) Recetred 


of 13th January, 1948, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No,l1 of 13th January, 


Repeated to Baghdad No, 3 SAVING, 
Beirut No, 4 SavINc, 
Cairo No. 4. SAVING, 
Damascus No. 4 SAVING, 
Jedda No, 4 SAVING, 
BLME.O. No, & SAVING, 
Jerusalem No. 5 SAVING, 


SECRET, PALESTINE, 


1, 4m increasing number of sppeals for help and intervention are 
reaching King Abdullah from the Arabs of Palestine and as a result 
I had to deal this morning with most pressing demands from the 

King who is in a bad mood for effective steps to be taken by the 
authorities in Palestine to protect the Arabs from Jewish attacks or 
slternatively thet additional numbers of the Arab Legion not under 
the Command of the General Officer Commanding should be sent from 
Transjorden for that purposes 


2. I pointed out that reports indicated that in the majority of 
recent cases the Arebs were the aggressors and thet there were 
increasing numbers of clashes between them and the security forces, 
I went on to say that the Arabs could not expect the forces to stand 
by while they attacked Jews and it was most deplorable that the 
original intention not to create disorder while H.M.G, were still 
responsible for Palestine had it appeared been completely abandoned, 
I admitted that the Jews had been guilty of aggression also but 
H.M.G. could not take sides or admit any other authority to Palestine 
before the end of the Mendate, 


3. After getting very heated the King finally accepted the fact 
thet I was not prepared to tell the High Commissioner and General 
Officer Commanding what they should do in Palestine, He even 
offered to send word to the Arab Higher Committee urging them to 
restrain the Arabs, I anticipate more frequent scenes of this type 
as time progresses. 

W30087. DI350. 55M. (1 sorts). 10/45. FRODROME, 


ASK/HDLeM/HA, 


Telephone No. ; WHITEHALL 434! 


In any further communication on this subject FOREIGN OFFICE, 
the following reference should be quoted : -— 12-15, CARLTON HOUSE TER., 
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USSR (FOR ABROAD) MOSCOW IN YIDDISH FGR NORTH slERICA 


22.45 
6.12047 


Talk: "The UN decision on Palestine" by Shchupax, 


The UN decision to create two independent and autonomous States in Palestine - 

a Jewish and an Arab one = has caused much corment throughout the world, In the 
existing conditions this was the only solution that can secure peace and calm 

on the banks of Jordan and put an end to the intrigues behind tha schenes concerning 
Palestine on the part of certain foreign circles, The striving of the Jewish and 
arab people's masses of Palestine for peaceful co-existence and work is an undeniable 
fact. This was established by all the obcrvers who have visited Palestine during 

the recent years, Bertley Crum, one of the members of the anglo-gmerican Commission 
“which visited Palestine in 1946 wrote; "The truth about Jews and .rabs in Palestine 

is that the events as we know them have not the slightest effect on the relations 
between ordinary people". ‘i/hen the members of the arab League started sabre 

rattling on the frontiers of Palestine, the ordinary Arabs and Jews - as noted by 
forégin correspondents - expressed the hope that peace would be preserved nevertheless 
and bloodshed would be avoided. However, a peaceful solution of the Palestine 
problem is not in the interest of imperialist policy. The imperialist circles of 
Britain regard national strife as the best menas of achicving their own specific 

aims, When Britain put the Palestine question before the UN General assembly, she 

took up an attitude based on duplicity, which she has preserved until now, At the 
Special Session of the General assembly, the British representative stated that 
Britain was prepared to implement the Un decision on condition tnat she would not 

have to bear the r¢sponsibility for it alone. On the other hand, at the same session 
the British representative stated that his Government was prepared to implement the | 
UN decision only if it were agreed to by both Jews and Arabs, Prior to that, 

however, Lord Hall, spcaking in the House of Lords in the name of the British 
Government, had stressed that Britain could not agree to any UN recommendation which, 
in her opinion, could not be realised in practice. Such statements obviously 
contradict each other, and the statements by Creech-Jones, Cadogan and Lord Hall © 
definitcly gave to understand that Britaih would not abide by the UN decision even 
though she herself had put the Palestine question before the jssembly. 


as we know, ths UN Conmittce whose task it was to study the Palestine 
problem and to make the relevant reccumcndations to the assembly, came to the 
conclusion that in present circumstances it was impossible to coordinate the Jewish 
and the ,rab views on the State structure of Palestine and that the only possible 
correct solution of the problem was partition. ‘Typically enough, Britain 
immediately began to support the attitude of .rab Nationalist circles which demand 
the recognition of rab preponderence in Palestinian territory and its transformation 
into an urab State, The "Sunday xxpress" Diplomatic Correspondent wrote that there 
appeared to be a tendency in the Pelestinian tragedy to forget all about the arabs. 
The UN decision about partition had a colé reception in the London Press and caused 
much critical comment, Thc British paper stressed that this solution was not a 
rcalisitc onc, since Wh had no forces in the Hiddle Hast which were necessary to 
implement it, The »rab leading circles and Press continue an cmbittcred campaign 
against the UN decision an¢ call upon the srabs to wage a Holy War in defence of 
Palestine, Particularly active in this respect are those persons. and papers whose 
connections with British policy have been kmowm for a long tine, 


The attitude of the Soviet Union was made clear by her representatives 
both at the special and at the second Sessidn of the Central .ssembly, The Soviet 
Union invested much strength and energy in the effort to achieve a swift and just 
solution of the Palestine problem, Even the British Press, which hed approached this 
problem with a prejudiced opinion, was compelled to acknowledge the strict 
consistency of the Soviet attitude. "Menchester Guardian" stressed thet Russian 
policy towards Palestine always remained a constructive one. The paper pointed out 
that the Soviet Union was undeterred by the difficulties connected with this problem, 


as 


The Soviet point of vicw, which realistically considered the possibilities of a 
solution, was supported bpth by the Committee and at the General ussenbly. The 
decision to set up two independent States fully corresponds t> the national interests 
of the tWO peoples, the Jews and the .rabs, and it was precisely the interest of 
both Jews and .rabs that determined the Soviet attitude towards the Palestine 
problem, The Soviet delegation defended the right of hundreds of thousands of 

Jews and .rabs in Palestine to live freely and peaccfully in States of their own. 


END 
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Talk: "The UN decision on Palestine" by Shchupak, 


The UN decision to create two independent and autonomous States in Palestine - 

a Jewish and an 4rab one = has caused much comment throughout the world. In the 
existing conditions this was the only solution that can secure peace end calm 

on the banks of Jordan and put an end to the intrigues behind tha schenes concerning 
Palestine on the part of certain foreign circles, The striving of the Jewish and 
Arab people's masses of Palcstine for peaceful co-existence and work is an undeniable 
fact. This was established by all thc obervers who have visited Palestine during 

the recent years, Bertley Crun, one of the members of the sanglo-gmerican Commission 
which visited Palestine in 1946 wrote: "The truth about Jews and arabs in Palestine 
is that the events as we mow them have not the slightest effect on the relations 
between ordinary people". ‘hen the members of the arab League started sabre 
rattling on the frontiers of Palestine, the ordinary Arabs and Jews = as noted by 
foregin correspondents - expressed the hope that peace would be preserved nevertheless 
and bloodshed would be avoided. However, a peaceful solution of the Palestine 
problem is not in the interest of imperialist policy. The imperialist circles of 
Britain regard national strife as the best menas of achicving their own specific 
aims, When Britain put the Palestine question before the UN General sssembly, she 
took up aa attitude based on duplicity, which she has preserved until now, At the 
Special Session of the General agsembly, the British representative stated that 
Britain was prepared to implement the Un decision on condition tnat she would not 
have to bear the responsibility for it alone. On the other hand, at the same session 
the British representative statcd that his Government was prepared to implement the 
UN decision only if it were agrecd to by both Jews and Arabs. Prior to that, 
however, Lord Hall, speaking in the House of Lords in the name of the British 
Government, had stressed that Britain could not agree to any UN recommendation which, 
in her opinion, could not be realised in practice. Such statements obviously 
cpntradict cach other, and the statements by Creech-Jones, Cadogan and Lord Hall © 
definitely gave to understand that Bryitaim would not abide by the UN decision even 
though she herself had put the Palestine question before the jssembly. 


4s we know, the UN Conmittce whose task it was to study the Palestine | 
problem and to make the relevant reccmrendations to the assembly, came to the | 
conclusion that in present circumstances it was impossible to coordinate the Jewish | 
and the ,rab views on the State struature of Palestine and that the only possible 
correct solution of the problem was partition. ‘Typically enough, Britain 
immediately began to support the attitude of .rab Nationalist circles which demand 
the recognition of rab preponderence in Palestinian territory and its transformation 
into an urab State, The “Sunday sxpress" Diplomatic Correspondent wrote that there 
appeared to be a tendency in the Palestinian tragedy to forget all about the srabs. 
The UN decision about partition had a colé reception in the London Press and caused 
much critical comment, The British paper stressed that this solution was not a 
rcalisite onc, since W had no forces in the iiddle Hast which were necessary to 
implement it, The srab leading circles and Press continue an cmbittcred campaign 
against the UN decision an¢ call upon the arabs to wage a Holy War in defence of 
Palestine. Particularly active in this respect are those persons. and papers whose 
connections with British policy have been known for a long time, 


The attitude of the Sovict Union was made clear by her representatives 
both at the special and at the second Session of the Central .ssembly, The Sovict 
Union invested much strength and efergy in the effort to achieve a swift and just 
solution of the Palestine problem, Even the British Press, which hed approached this 
problem with a prejudiced opinion, was compelled to acknowledge the strict 
consistency of the Sovict attitude. "Moench: ster Guardian" stressed that Russian 
policy towards Palestine always remained o constructive one, The paper pointed out 
that the Soviet Union was undeterred by the djfficulties connected with this problem, 
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The Soviet point of vicw, which realistically considered the possibilities of a 
solution, was supported bpth by the Coumittee and at the General sssenbly. The 
decision to set up two independent States fully corresponds to the national interests 
of the tWO peoples, the Jews and the .rabs, and it was precisely the interest of 
both Jews and ..rabs that determined the Soviet attitude towards the Palestine 
problem, The Soviet delegation defended the right of hundreds of thousands of 

Jews and .rabs in Palestine to live freely and peacefully in States of their own. 
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ARTICLES ON THE Us5.S.R, NO. 29 


The fcllcwing is a selection of interesting articles dealing with conditions 
in, and the policy of, the U.S.S,R. which have appeared in the British Press 
during the period December 5 = 18, 1947. 


The Marxist Brothers The Spectator 12.12.47 
by Norman Kirby 


Russia Imports British Aristocrats Picture Post 13.12.47 
(Pedigree livestock) 
Aftermath of War: The Great The Illustrated 13.12.47 
Communist Counter-Offensive London News 


by Cyril Falls 
Russia and German Unity Time and Tide 13.12.47 


Russia: The Next Fhase Daily Telegraph 17.12.47 
Intransigence that Veils a 

Deeper Furpose 

by J.C. Jchnstone 


Germany and Europe The Times 17.12.47 
(leader) 
Soviet Diplomacy The Times 17.12.47 


1. Principles and Practice 
since the Revolution 


2. Spheres of Influence 


since the War The Times 18.12.47 
Britain's Part . The Tines 18.12.47 
(leader) 
The U.S,S.R, Revisited Internaticnal Affairs October, 1947. 


by Edward Crankshaw 


Conflict of East and West - Manchester Guardian 17.12.47 
by Alexander Werth 


December 19, 1947. Reference Division, 
2 are Central Office of Information, 


London, " 


(3/1014/47) 
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Despatched ...He1e48 (19.50 bre. Recd: l.1.48 (13.30 hrs) 
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“TELEGRAM ( QQ. 


Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 


Addressed to Secretary of State No. 85, Repeated Washington, 
No. 16, Memin No. 9 (Please pass to Ambassador and Commander 
in Chief) Beirut 97, Damascus No. 98, Amnan No. 99, Jedda No. 
10, Aden No, 10° and Aleppo No. 101, 

INCIDENTS REPORT JANUARY 12TH. 

At noon yesterday armed Jews raided Barclays Bank in Tel Aviv 
and stole approximately £ 15,000, 

(2) Firing broke out early in the morming between Mekor Haim 
Jewish quarter, Jerusalem, and Beit Safafa, Arab village. An 
ice factory and flour mill in Beit Sefafa were set on fire. 
Army fire brigade proceeding to scene was fired on by Arabs 
and in resultant engagement 3 Arabs were killed and seven 
British soldiers wounded. 

(3) In other incidents following casualties resulted : British 
one soldier wounded. Arabs: one killed, eight injured. Jews: 


three killed, seven injured. Others: two injured. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 13TH 

(1) During the morning Jewish colony of Lehavat Habasham 
in northern Galilee was attacked by Arabs, A military patrol 
went to the scene and after an exchange of fire the Arabs withdrew 
across the Syrian frontier leaving one dead, There were no army 
or Jewish casualties, 

(2) In other incidents following casualties occurred 3 
Arabs: 2 killed, 4 injured, Jews: 4 killed, 8 injured, Others 


1 killed, 


No. 91 Immediate. Repeated Washington, Memin (Please 
pass to Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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Received 12/1/48 (20.0) 





A muber of Iraqi volunteers were to be seen in the streets 









sf Domeseus on January 10th weering brown "(3 letters undec.) ATAS" 
end "(Sie. AGANS)." One of them told the Oriental Secretary 


thet they numbexed more than 100 and were the first contingent of 


more than 1000, They are not to be seen in Damascus today. 





pass to Jerusalem as my telegram No.5. 





to Foreign Office telegram No.20 repeated to Cairo, 
— 

jnghdad, U.K.Del, New York and to Middle East 
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NQe 3 of 11.1.1948. 


Repeated to Demescu@ Noe 2 Seving 
Cairo Noe 1 Saving 
BelieltieUe NOe. 1 Saving 
Begded No. 1 Seving 
Ammen NOe 2 seving 
Jedda Woe 1 Saving 
Jerusélem so, 1 Saving. 





"a t . 


lisving scen in the press reports to the effect that a 
netional administration for ‘elestine under the “ufti wes 
to be established at Sidun i caused the resident of the 
Reoublic to be warned of the dangers involved, cslling 
on my experience of the .ufti's intervention in the 
internsl affairs of Irag and suggesting that tolerance 
here of the presence of any form of "government" under 
him would by irriteting Iraqis seriously impair the 
uebunon's unique position of eloofness from jealousies 
affecting inter-..rab relations. 


2e I today received an assurance that the President had 
deciged not allow any sueh development. 


sree ese 
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3. wibrary 
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From :— High Como, JERUSALEM, To :— HeW.Minis off 200208, 


15/1/48 (17.15) Received 15/1/18 (19.50) 


of 15th January, 192.8. 


Despatched 






DMEDIATE, 
jddressed to His Majesty's Minister Damascus No.115. 


Repeated to Beirut 116, wren 117, Meuin Cairo 10 Secretory of 


Stste 100, 
/ 
My telegram No.70. 7 


The Syrian frontier incident end my incident telegram of 
Jenuery 10th sppeer (cp. undec). 


Reports received todey speak of heavy firing from across the 
Syrian border near TEL EL Qadl ana also state that Syrian 
soldiers heve returned to TEL EL {ADI which is in Palestine 
territory end have fired on DAN settlement. I am investigating 
the details, but in the meantime I would request that strong 
protest be fade to the Syrian authorities and that they be asked 
immediately to restore control on their side of the border, As 
you will appreciate, repetition of incidents may well lead to a 
major clash between Syrisn Arabs and British Security Forces 
here, a contingency we are extremely anxious to avoids 
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Despatched 15/1/48 (17.50) Received 15/1/18 (19.50) 


15th January, 198. 





Addressed to His Mejesty's Minister Damascus No,118, 


Repeated to Beirut 119, Ammen 120, Memin Ceiro ll, Secretary of 


State 101. 
caso eseen 


The latest report from NAZ4RETH confirms lerge numbers 
L EL yADI but at present 


of armed Arobs in the vicinity of TEL 


these are thought not repeat not (to be) Syrian regular forces. 


HIGH: COMMISSIONER, 


W30057, DIS50, SOM. ct sorts). 1745. 
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From :— i>. Trott, JEDDA, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.15 of January 13th. 


Reneated to Arab Posts and British Middle East Office, 


ells me that the Amir Feisal handed to 
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him on January 12th « note sbout Palestine. Though he had 


hed time te translete it he mew that it requested the U.S. 
Government to endeavour to arrive at some comproriste 
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Mi CHITDS told the Amir that he did not suppose mich could be 


we Unde 


aoe end he gathered from the Amir's gloomy manner that he was 
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Ce4ro plerse pass to B.M.E.O. 98 mp telegram loeb. 
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From ...High Commissioner, JERUSALEM. 
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Addressed to Secretary of State No. 102. Repeated 
Washington, Memin (Please pass to Aubassador & Commander in 
Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amuan, Jedda, Aden, British Consul 
Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 1TH 





(1) A body of Arabs gathered in the vicinity of Jewish 
colony Kfar Etzian early in ‘the morning and surrounded it during 
the day, reinforcements voured in from Hebron, the surrounding 
vill -es and the south; this movement may have been accelerated 
by fact that an Iraqi consulate car was fired at on the Hebron 
road and the driver and two female passengers (his relatives) 
were injured, sporadic firing at the colony took place and the 
Jews responded but no general attack developed. Efforts to 
persuade Arab leaders to dispe:se the forces were at first 
unsuccessful but towards nightfall the main body of Arabs 
withdrew. Strong military force proceeded to scene at first 
light today and encountered no opposition according to present 
information which is probably under estimated as regards Arabs 
total casualties sustained were : Arabs 4 missing believed killed, 
16 injured, Jews: 3 killed, 4 seriously injured; Army units are 
remaining in Hebron and area is now reported quiet. 


(2) Yesterday afternoon in Haifa a post office van was 
stolen and later drivem by wmlmown persons believed Arabs to a 
Jewish bus and taxi terminus where it exploded killing one 
British constable and 1 other British subject and 6 Jews and 
injuring one British Sergeant and 19 Jews, 


(3) In other incidents yesterday casualties were: British: 
2 killed, Arabs; 6 killed, 16 injured, Jews: one killed, 9 injured, 


(4) In paragraph 5 of my telegram 68 first four words 
should read "Casualties in other incidents". 


HIGH COMATSS IONUR. 
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: : ore Secretary of State, /: 
| a 
1 = High Gommissioner for Palestine. 

: J) te*= 10th Januery,1948,, ; - : | 
f Repeated to (Washington Noe12. ‘ger 

5 Cairo No. 31 (please pesp PIChii 
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Governor Melta No.s8(please pass to C in C) 
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telegram No.15; 


Weekly intelligence appreciation. 


4 
5 


although the incidents of the past seven dais have not 
outnumbered those of last week, there hes been little relex- 
ation of internecine strife. Jeruselem,Haifay and Jaffe/Tel 
Aviv remain the chief sentres of communal disorder, end 
and conditions in Safed have noticeable deterioreted . The 
country districts have been fairly quiet, but yesterday there 
was an incursion of Arabs Jrow Syria who attecked settlement: 
in the Northern HULEH;. no doubt the expected reprisal for 
the Haganah attack on Kj:ISsS villege. Bitterness betvicen 
Areb end Jew is increasing, as is a general tendency to blame 
the Governuent for a situetion which is becoming intolersble 
to both sides cnd most difficult for the police. 


2. However, the patrolling of the Jerusalem/Jaffa roed is 
heving good results, while hold-ups on the railway heve been 
élmost eliminated by the military guards now placed on the: 
trains. Moreover, the outrcges perpetrated by the Hagenah 
end IZL in Jeruselem,Jaffa and Haifa, and the ectivittes of 
Arab snipers cnd raiding bends, though they have deeply 
embittered feeling, heve also revived in both communities 

a dsire for peese e Doctor Khalidi's thoughts are for the 
moment only of defence ageinst Jewish attack; the Areb are 
not recdy , and they know it. The Haganeh on their side 
promise that they will stop shooting the moment the «rebs do 
80; theyfeel that such a truce would be only temporary, 

but are confident thet they could use it to re-arm at an 

even greater rate than could the arabs. The burning question 
is, Who is to stop first? I am now considering a scheme of 
zoning Jerusalem,whereby racial areas would be patrolled 
primarily by both reguler and special police of the community 
eoncerned; if this scheme comes to fruition it should reduce 
both casual srab sniping end also the murdevous bomb attecks, 
of tie Jews, and thus promote « reasonable degree of security. 
It is supplementary to the plcn now in force for strengthening 
British tropps end Police in the central ereeof Jerusclem 

in #hich the government headquarters offices mainly lie (.) 
For some weeks about half of these offices have not been 
working at all owing to the fear of Palestinian stcff of 
venturing near them end this has hada serious parélysing 
effect . The staff themselves are enxious to return to work 
but every new outrage sends their heart into their boots. 

We heve clso to ease the position of the Je.s in the Old 
City whose plight ,though it hes been exagserated in the press 
end by the Jewish avthorities for their own purposes ,gives 
rise to some concern. 
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3. Hand in hand with the Haganah's continued policy of 
reprisel goes the Agency's campaign of vilificctionof this 
sdministration , which is cherged not only with failure to 
protect the Jews , but also with the deliberate intention 
of crinnlins legitim te Jewish se@defence. 


ard Psy 


2. 


Uogens! cetione cyve lentec-in the press cs op rations 
of wer, oid the Yishuv jene. lly is being .nvourr.;cd in in 
cttitude of suug celf-right soupnecs inc. situction for whioh 
in f.ct Jews os well cs am.ds cic responsible. This c.tmostph- 
ere neaturcily f:.vours the Jcwish dissidents, whose publicity 
condumns Suvernment «: o.thy hile pointing to its own dceds 
of daring :s cvidence th.t .t ic the ai.:--idents cicne who 
heve the wil™. cond dctorminc:ion to defcnd the Yishuv coc inst 
Impericlisiu <.nd the +:i.bs ciikes 


4. The degree oi underst. née ing rer.ched between the 
Hagsneb und the IZL :: ctil. undefined; whet ic ecertcin is 
thet the Agcney cnd + .c dag: neh ecnnot coatrol the dissidentc. 
Whether the ageney is in ful control of the H:rgenah is 
doubtful; their claiac this it in c. disciplined force cro .- 
no lonver heard ond t2¢ Semirvmis <ffoir wes on uncuthoriscd 
venturc, inepite of trc juctificczory tone of the agency's 
repponrc 40 Governmens condcninetion of thic outrge - 


5. Thore is growing “ndicevion thi.t the respect in which the 
Mufti war bela by the ar bs some months go hen gre: tly decl-e 
ined , «nd thrt the otcr of King Ardullch is r.pidly rising. 
The iricnsicn to etrceagthen Haj fmin's position is doubtless 
behind ths ccpoited form tion o° the Nation: 2 Administretion 
for All Pi iestine by the Az. b High r Committec (which her 
crounea listle loeci intere: t) ond the errivel of ..bdul 
Qcdir Husscini wiosc vole w.11 probably be to terrorize the 
opposition in cccord:.uce wish preecdent co much x to fright 
the Jewn- The latter hes clre..cy made c bid impression 

by civing prcfercnee to Hurrcini cupporterr in the dirtrib- 
ution of .vms. His crriv:.1., and the continucd prurcnece of 
Harenn Selemeh in the Lyddc. dirtrict, sren br.d omcenre 


6. CRL ct sieife ore still not wovking, :1thongh cdoyu:.te 
security forcer «re prerent (.) The trouble there ir novw 
roclly .. libour dirpuse,.) votirh convoyr cre continuing 
with .rmay .nd cir escorts. Dr Onch in coupcicni a. 
energetic: ly in f.voar of Vhe est: blichment of clore ties 
between trie Jewich St. te «nc the U.8.S.R. 


V.F-8 hihi H.D.H. 
10.1.4€, A >.1 48° 
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15/1/48 






Despatched 







of 5th Jamury, 1948, 


Paragraph & of telegram No.11 (of the 10th January, 1948 
cnet etal oo ( ; . » 


1. I trust that you will forgive me far expressing en 
about conditions in Palestine but it is possible sometimes to get a 
pioture when one is not actually involved in the troubles 


clearer 

of neighbouring country. 

2. As seen from here the position does not encourage the hope 
opinion 


FRODROME. 
Copy toz— G/1014/48. 


(ASK/HA). 


W30057, Dis50, 55M. (3 sorta). 10/45. 





Despatched .1661.48..(20.15..hrs).....- 


——_ 
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From -...$igh- Gemaiegjeners ro.British Legation, AMMAN. oe | 
XERKKKKIDOREXXHXE MIX 


ROME 


Al--Ordon Press, Amman 


Addressed to Secretary of State No. 108. 


Repeated Washington (Please pass to United Kingdom 


Delegate) Memin (Please pass to Ambassador and 


Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, 


Aden, British Consul, Aleppoe 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 15TH. 


Situation remains quiet in Hebron area. There 


have been many incidents in Haifa including attacks 


on both Arab and Jewish buses. Nothing further to 


report from Syrian frontier area. In Nablus armed 


Arabs entered Ottoman Bank and stole LP 40. A Jewish 


convoy was attacked by Arabs near Beersheba and the 


engagement was terminated by military and police 


intervention. 


2e 


Casualties were as follows;- British 3 soldiers 


killed, 1 soldier and 1 other wounded, Arabs 10 


killed, 34 wounded, Jews 6 killed, 22 wounded, Others 


1 killed, 1 wounded. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 





(W/T) 







Cypher ID/OTP 


j—H.U.iinister, DAMASCUS 


Affeirs sent for th 
him a report from the ? 
cerning the events surrounding the incident of Januery 9th. 


cone 


The following is a swmury. 


’ 





S/W. AURGRAM. 








menace 





>LLt ‘ ion of the Mininstry of Foreign 
the Orient: 1 Seerets ry this evening and reed to 


inister of the Interior to the ! Prime Minister 





About 3 weeks earlier members of the HAGANA attacked the 

Arab village of EL KHASAS in Palestine where Sheik FAOUR 

has property (this sheik has considerable property on both 
sides of the fron ier). One house was blowm up causing 

five casualties including women and children and another 
belonging to Sheik Fsour of FADL was settacked with seven 
casualties. & few days later another clesh occurred in the 
seme neighbourhood after which about ninety Arab families 
sought refuge with their fellow tribesmen in Syrie, Early in 
the morning | of January 9th members of the Hagana in lorries 
clashed with Arabs near KAR SZOLD end KAFR ACRE: The 

Fadl tribesmen many ~ho ss mentioned (above - mut. gp.) hed 
teken refuge in Syria went to the assistance of the Arabs 3 
mentioned lcter withdrawing to Syrie on the intervention 

of British troopse 


I should 244 that FAOQUR himself told similer story to a 


Syrian member of my staff yesterday. 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


(cJB/HA). ‘ 
W30087, << : 


D350, 55M, ct sorts). 10/45. 





rte /ou.”, os f —— 
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- 


Repehted to Beirut, Jerusalem, Amman, M,E, Minister, 
SECRET, cut ato. 
legrams 115 118° to me, 


Jerusslem te 


of the 








rian territory and 
the return of the soldiers to TEL EL QADI. I told him that a 
continuation of this sort of thing would inevitebly lead to trouble 
d thet it hed no control whatever over 
their frontiers, I begged tha m should be taken without 
feil tonight so that trouble should not start again in the mornin F 
He undertook to pass on immediately to the Minister of the Interior 
what I had said, 6 
HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 
(rpret/HA). : 
W30057. DIS50, 55M. ct xerts). 10/45. F 
a 


a, \ | 

BRITISH MIDDLE EAST orrice, °° 
10, SHARIA TOLUMBAT, 
CAIRO. 


23rd December, 1947, 


TuP SkCRIT, Hy 


“e 





nSlose a Note which Clayton has 
written summarising his impressions of the 
meeting of the Arad Preniers, 


1 am sending copies of this letter 
and enclosure to the diplomatie missions 
in the various Arab States and te Jerusalen. 


(Sd ) a MS noulbee ke. 


ere 


Bernard Burrows, Usq., 
—— Office, 
NDOK, Pere le 





% 


NOTK ON PROCREDINGS UF THR MeLTING OF THE ARAB 


The general impression gained by conversations with all the 
delegations to the eonferenee of Arab premiers (exeept that of 
the Yemen whieh was not seen) is that there is eomplete unanimity 
of view that resistanee to Partition must be offered and that 
fighting and bloodshed is inevitable, it is by no means eertain, 
however, that there is similar unanimity of opinion as te the 
steps whieh will be taken on the Arab side, 


2e On these there is evidently some differenees, Those in 
favour of the more extreme aetion ee to have been Salih Jabr, 
the *iragi Prime Minister and possibly Jamil Mardam, the Syrian 
Prime Minister. The former of these was, aecording to what he 
told me and to what I heard from Samir Pasha of Trans-Jordan, in 
favour of early armed action and also of employing the economic 
weapon of suspension or eaneellation of oil eoneessions in the 
Arab eountries, As however he makes the implementation of oil 
sanetions eonditional upon their being applied by ibn Saud I sus- 
peet that the wish to plaee the latter in a diffieult position 
plays a not ineonsiderable part in his plan, for he said that 
should Jbn Saud not agree to this poliey he would not feel bound 
himself to earry it out, but that in that ease the onus of re- 
fusing to carry out the deeision of the Arab League in this respeet 
would fall on ibn Saud, ilie probably feels pretty sure that the 
latter will not agree to anything of the sort, 


3. Jamil Mardam also spoke of the possibility of the eoneession 
for the TAPLINE projeet not being ratified white the Palestine 
problem remained in its present state, Tere is in fast a mueh 
greater probability of fresh agreements and eoneessions being held 
up than there is of existing ones being suspended or eaneelled, 


4, Of the other members of the eonferenee Riadh Sulh, the Prime 
Minister of Lebanon and chairman of the meeting appears on the 
whole to have been more moderate, tie is as intraetable as any of 
them over the er of aeesepting the UsNel. deeision, but 
ave me the impression of having lost eontrol of publie opinion and 
ing afraid to take any firm stand in favour of moderation, ice 

said, indeed, as did everyone of the members of the meeting, that 
no overnment in any Arab country eould take a stand whieh eould 
be interpreged as betraying the Arab eause without being swept 
awaye amir Pasha and Yusuf Yasin of Saudi Arabia went further 
than this, The former said that if his governnent attempted any 
sueh thing his life and that of King Abdullah would be in danger 
and Yusuf Yasin said mueh the same with regard to Ibn Saud, 


5S. Wokrashi Pasha seems to have exereised a eertain moderating 
influehse, more perhaps by vhat he refused to do than by positive 
eounsel, lie was said to have made it elear that he wo not 


allow / 


qi | 2. 


allow the Egyptian Army to take any part in adventures, though 
he did hint te me on one oeesasion of the possibility of the 
igyptian troops on the frontier going to the help of the adjacent 
Arabs should they be getting too bad a time from the Jews, 


6~ What the final plans for military or para-military aetion are 
is not yet elear, The two Hashimite States appear to have started 
with more or less the same ideas, nawely that regular forees from 
their two armies should follow up the evaeuation of our troops, 
This advanee would not take plase until the termination of the 
mandate and prior to that no regular Arab troops would eress the 
frontiers of Palestine, ven after that the greatest eare vould be 
teken to avoid contaet with our troops or entering into the 
areas of our military ee Whem Samir Pasha*s plans differ- 
ed fromt hose outlined by uri Pasha was that the former only eon- 
templated advansing in the first plaee with his regular forees as 
far as the frontiers cf the Arab State as defined by U.ii,, Astion 
inside the Jewish State would be taken by guerillas, whom, he 
frankly admitted, would be assisted in every way. hurd Pasha's 
plan envisaged the advanee of Arab troops as far into the Jewish 
State as was possible without eoming up against our forees, ile 
was eontegplating being able to get well down on to the eoastal 
plain and explained that every eare would be taken to avoid inter- 
fering in any way with our faeilities or conmunieations, 


in both the Trans-Jordan and ‘Iraqi plans it was assumed that 
no other States would send in any regular forees, 


7. ‘The plans for the sonteuent of irregular forees are rather 
different. kvery premier stated that these vou eertainly operate 
in aid of any rising that might take place anuongst the arabs of 
Palestine, They maintained that they would try to restrain these 
forees until at least the mandate was terminated but all said it 
would be extremely diffieult to prevent their movements if the 
clashes between Arab and Jew beeame oy serious, esjecially 

if Jewish retaliatory aetion beeame very drastie, 


The danger of a elash with British forpees if irregular bands go 
into Palestine before our f inal evaeuation is realised and even 
nore oteeat the eertainty of s uch a elash if they are allowed in 
before the termination of the mandate, It is the hope of mini- 
vising this risk that Nuri Pasha gives as a reason for his poliey 
of going into Palestine with regular forces, over whieh more eon= 
trol eould be maintained than would be possible with ircegulars, 


Be When the premiers first met noone seemed to have any definite 
idea as to how eontrol and admin stration was to be exereised in 
the Arab area, [I still do not know what are the final plans for 
this but gathered from most of the premiers that it would be some 
form of military administration, The nesessity of maintaining in 
some form the general life of the eountry seemed to have been given 
no consideration at all and my questions on this point elicited no 
more definite an answer than the suggestion of militery control, 


As regards / 


< Se 


As regards the future status of Palestine I was told that it 
was a matter to be settled when it had finally been freed ‘from 
the Zionist threat, 


\ 
Ye On the subjoet of the Mufti there was unanimous agre t 
that he was not to be allowed to direet poliey in any way although 
all admitted that he eould not be woe completely »# his name 
and prestige ambngst the masses was valuable, i 


ton 
10. it was not clear whether any deeision had been taken as to 
any Arab Higher Command, The report that Taha al-liashimi was \te 
be Commander-in-Chief of the Arab forces was definitely denied 
it seems likely, in view of the internal jealousies that exist, that 
the e ontrol will be exereised by some form of eouneil, \ 


ll, The general impression gained from many conversations was 
thet the arab States feel there is nothing for it but to resist 
the de@ision of U,N,0. with foree although it is pmi probable that 
some if not all of them would be glad to find a way out, provided 
it did not involve the setting up ef a Jewish Sovereign State, 
Unfortunately it is hardly possible to eoneeive ef the Jews in 
their present frame of mind being eontent with anything less, 


ss oath 16 Gy (‘ee 
Cypher os 
Code To /% Kf” 


Clear (| 2 id he. 

From :— Jeéte To:— Th slew 
Despatched 2150 6.2648 Received 

No. 2 of 6th Jenucry 1948 


A@dreesed to Jerusslen telegras He.i of 6th 7enusery 
repeated Seving te : : 


Pereign (ffiece We.2 feving, 
Caire Ne.8 Saving 
Bagénd Ne.8 Seving 
Beirut Nek Saving 
Dems sous Ho.8 “Saving 
a ee 8 Saving. 





Your telegrens No.1 te Seeretery of Otate. 


King "hm Sead bee sent a meseage Saying thet ee his 
Ceneul st Jerusalem inforag him thet the "slestine Govern- 
went heave telé bie that they can ne lenger be neible 
for his preteetion the King hopes thet you will silew 
him te send a foree of tan Seudi soldiers to protest the 
eensul. Re would propose te send them by special plene 
Vie Lyééa. %48 Hetjesty would be gleaé of an early 








“GARY LEG > 


S 
Sora nin B 
\. shunt 












AS 


Xena? % 


(24820) Wt.20030/1065 55,000 (8 Sorts) 7/43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 
(26115) Wt.42712/1115 35,000 (8 Sorts) 12/43 . - 
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Frem:— '.'.Charge d'affaires, Te:— eas. AMAN, 


B:GHDAD. 


Despatched 16/1/48 (18,00) Received 16/1/48 (19,90) 





Aé@ressed to Foreign Office telegram No.70 of Jenuary 16th. 


Repeated to eee Ammen, Reirut, U.K.Del,New York, B.M.2.0. 
and Saving to Jedda | Jerusalem, 


CONFIDENTIAL. UF 


Damascus telecram No.20 to you. 


The exact nurber of volunteers equipped and (ready) for 
despatch to Syria is unknown, = The last reported figure on 
Jenusry 10th was 350 of whor 90 had left for Syria. 


2. The equipment consists of round (spelling indicator omitted) 
UNVER SACK dagger and water bottles, The uniform of old Khaki 


battle dress head cloth and AGAL with green flashes to indicate 
N.C.O0,rank, Pay is stated to be I,D.40 for officers and I.D.15 
for other renks, No fire arms are issued in Iraq 


Je entcinns will presumably continue to be sent at intervals, 
The total nwaber that will be sent is not yet possible to forecast, 


4. Volunteers are now to be seen in the streets of Baghdad, | 


Foreign Office please pass to U.K,Del New York as my 
: telegram Nc Gels 


H.W 1, Charce a'affaires. 





W30057, DIS50O. SOM. ct sorts). 10/45, 
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QeIG. orrics 


16th Jamary, 1948 
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BeMebede Noe 
Your telegram No. 77 1 paragraph 2 (a). 
Palestine; Illegal Imigrants. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, LONDON. 


Cypher. nee 24th December, 1947. 
o if -. 1015 27/12/47. 
1345 /o¢ , eh: 
8.1.0. - GH 
SECRET. Ke 


Addressed to Foreign Office tel No.1}45 


Repeated to BoM.E.Oe, tel No,388. 
U.K.Del. Kew York, tel No.16. 


Beirut, tel No.49, SAVING. 


ga CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, 
XRXXXXKAXXXAEKK 











LEG, Cairo, tel No.8 
%~ » tel : 
a7 anu; a, tel No.55, - 
fe Jerus tel No.26, * 
~ 


" Your tel 2242to ©. 
Arab Higher Command. 


Iraqi Prime Minister assured me categorically 
tote. Se Traq had not and would not agree to 
=a tment of Taha Pasha el Hashimi as Head of 


United Arab Araies. 


Foreign Office please pass to U.K.Del. New 
York as my tel 16. 


JCBR/DLB —_— 
AD/ VEM 


ew 
20/12 4) 








Ho. 643 
9A 2AT 
y peer 


Jovvaalos 131 and Serving to Beirut 41, Damage: 








aphdad 39 ext Cairo 72. ~ 


Forusalen telegrom No. 2 9 Ssovetiuy of Sete 


Shaikh HePia des 
shat there’ was no ques:ion of ec ‘ting up @ Pals: 
tomommment hofere the ianiate du reli sn 

visi of isternal. "exerger 30 pL 
fort ome even when Hariste had boon given 
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Code 

Clear 

From :— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, 








Despatched 17/1/48 (13.27) Received 17/1/48 (13430) 


of 16th Janusry, 1948, 









CONFIDS'TTIAL, 





Addressed to Damascus telegram No.20 of 16th January. 


Repeated for informetion to Beirut, Jerusalem, B.M.E.0., “amen, 


(A) 
Your telegram 10019. LLY’ 


It will be best on future occasions of this kind if on receipt 
of information from Jerusslem you would bring this to the notice 
of the Syrian Government end ask them to take most urgent steps 
to call back the reiders and take any other necessary steps to 
maintain order. You should at the same time make it clear you 
will no doubt receive instructions from me to make a formal 
protest and that you naturally reserve the right to do so as soon 
as these instructions are received. ~ 


2. In the present case I have carefully considered your telegram 
under reference but still feel it is desirable for you to sddress 
a written protest to the Syrien Government on the lines of my 
telecran ] Noe As some time has now elapsed since the incident 
you may if you think it: desirable reserve the right of the 
Palestine Government to cloim compensation in any future incidents 
of this kind rather then in resnect of the incident which has 


already occurred. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(coB/HA). 


Ws0057. DIs50. SoM. ct sorts). 10745. 





FILE NO,S/10U,/48, 





Cypher 15/OTP 












Ad@ressed to Ammen telegram Ilo.28 of Jamery 17th. 
Repeated for information SAVING to Baghdsd, Beirut, Cairo, 


Demascus, Jedda, B.1.£.0, 


cena 
SECRET. 


. 


Your telegrams Nos. approve your lenguagee 


(COBAIA). ' 


W30057, DISGO, 55M. Ct sorts). 10/45, 





“ FIIE "0.S/1014,/1,8, M. 
J ae /10U,,/, | TELEGRAM 
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hee ATCO Wowow 


Frew :— H.M Minister, DitASCUS, Te :-— H.t.éM 


Despatched §=19//1/4.8 (11,15) Received 19/1/48 (12,30) 





Addressed to Foreign Office 


Repeated to Jerusslem, Beirut, Ani ME. Minister 
’ ae oe ae > 


SECRET. / 6% J 
Your telegram No.20 ; ve 


°20, 
(ty emmeckiaily fouo wing fileyoam Se 
seem contains the text of the note which I gave to the 
Minister for Foreign iffeirs barge mornings I asswue tat “any 
publicity in connexion with this will be decided on in London and not 
enauste from Jeruselem in the first instance, I have no idea 
ether the Syrians will ever reply but if they do the implications 











. 
a the note in to the Minis — for Foreign Affsirs 
h ediate rescti Lo state thet he reserved the right of 
the Syrien Government tc 1 from the~Pe lestine Government for the 


losses sustzined by Syrian x ns tionale in Pelestd mee I seid I would 


ror Gove? rnment aocord ingly. 


enc~of the fig hting én January 





















3. I then spoke to Hi : 
13th (my telegram 10,30)4na said thet it appesred | to me th ot the 
SJ GO nite? reising super 4eton over their own 
front q ng more could be done to strengthen 
the frontier posts to prevent individuels leaving the country. I 
repected this request tvo or t} hree times when he side tracked 
the discussion hr tel leva ently, as I pointed out, about e 
illegal Jewish int dor a Palestine and rather more relevantly 
about the TADL tribe who had mnpinky on both sides of the fr er 
There was quite = lot more in the seme strain but I think that he 
aid understend my very clear lengusge about armed individuals ) 
Cross frontier with evil int ent, 
ey eoor aig 
W30057. DISS0, 55M. (a sortsy. 10745. " 
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or Foreign Affairs 
eine to take 





rned “persons whoever they might be. 
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W30057, D150, 
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55M, 


#8 sorts), 


HIS MA JESTY'S MINTSTER 


AOL iNe 


10/45, 





'offieisl countenence of 
lusle snd remind him that the trouble cane oe 
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From :— i.l..Uinister, DAMASCUS. Te:— H.M.Ministe 


dies-es-+ 


Despatched 18/1/48 (12,00) Received 20/1/48 (09.25) 





CONFIDENTIAL. f, \ 


My immediately preceding telegrea’— 


‘ The following is the text referred to in ny inmediately 


preceding telegram, Icginse 


Your Excellency will recollect that when I spoke to you on 
Jamary 10th about the news which I ‘had just received from Palestine 
regerding an arved incursion into Palestine territory I repreaented 
to you the serious nature of such action being (perpetrated) into 
Palestine from across the frontier of Syria, At the seme time I 
rerdnded Your Excellency of appeals by Mre Dundas (Ha) in December 
that the Syrien Government should teke steps to prevent disturbing 


elements from crossing the frontier. 


I have now received instructions from H.M.G. in the U.K. to 
protest formally snd vigorously to the Syrian Govermment against the 
use msde of Syrien territory 1s » bese for armed incursion into 
Palestine. H.M.G. wish once more to remind the Syrian Goverment 
of appenls which have already been made to them ani (? I omitted) 
have been instructed to represent how greatly H.!.G. would regret 
44 4f incitents of this kind were te disturb the friendly relations 
existing between H,M.G. and the Arab Governments. It is surely 
in the interest of these Goverments, #8 well as of H.M.G., that 
ii.2.C, should not be obliged to take action ageinst the Arebs 
during the comparatively short time that they must still ren-in 
responsible for the m-intenance of lew and order in Felestine, 


T am elso to stete that in respect of any incidents of this 
neture the Palestine Government reserves the right to claim 

compensation for derege and casualties. 
(CIBAL:). HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


W30067, DIsh0O, BOM. «ct sorts). 10/45. 


(S/10L,/48) 


or Clear? ............ 


~~ /FELEGRAM “Y 


( it) 


From eek. z ahaa 
BRITISH RESIDENT — 
Min. > sini asesassccepan gas seas nites tassccscpeseanean 
Despatched ....18a1.48..(13.47..hrs). Reeds: 1841.48 (18,00 hrs) oan oa 








Addressed Secretary of State 117. Repeated Washinston 
23, United Kingdom Delegate, New York, 132 Memin 13 (Please 
pass to Ambassador and Commander in Chief) Beirut 133, 
Damascus 134, ‘amin 135, Jedda 11, Aden 136, British Consul, 
Alenpo 137. My telegram 115. 

Following is later account of incident at Surif:- 
At 0800 hours January 16th, Arab villagers of Surif saw party, 
said to number 100 Jews marching across village lands. Arabs 
allege that Jews opened fire. Arabs replied to fire. Six 
Arabs were wounded. Police and military visited village and 
found nothing in progress at 1300 hours. In evening runours 
were circulated in Hebron that forty seven Jews had been killed 
near Surif, On January 17th police and military visited area 
and found bodies of thirty five Jews between Surif and Beit 
Natif. Clothing had been removed from bodies and there were 
signs of shrapnel bullet and dagger wounds. Unconfirmed 


reports state that seven Arabs were killed ani eicht wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


be 


(s/ibun7) (COPIED) - 


Ae Geet ee 


From .... High Commissioner, vihVoAMee To British Legation, mm fF 


Reed: 17. 1.48 (20, 30 hrs) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed to Secretary of State No. 115, Repeated 
to Washington (Please pass to United Kingdom Delegate), Memin 
(Please pass to Ambassador and Commander in Chief), Beirut , 
Damascus, Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Alenpo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 16TH. 

(1) A party of about 100 Jews surrounded Surif Arab 
village in the Hebron area and opened fire with Stern, Bren 
guns and rifles, they then withdrew. Six Arabs were wounded. 

(2) An Arab house was blown up in Haifa resulting 
in the death of two adults am 7 children and wounding of 
3 adults and 3 children, 

(3) In other incidents following casualties occurred:= 
British: 6 wounded; Arabs : 3 killed, 13 wounded; Jews: 1 
killed, 7 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


wy 


(COPIED) 


. 


- 
‘ 


From High Commissioner, JRUSALEL. 


“TELEGRAM 


To... British Legation, AMMAN, f ieee 


RODISHORESIDENMT 


Despatched .29/1/8...(Uiel5)........ : 





(2) 


(3) 


(#) 


mitten oh eral eid 
RECEIVED: 19/1/48 (18,00) 
Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





Aldvressed to Secretary of State No.12h. Repeated Washington 
U.%. Del. Memin, Beirut, Damascus, Amen, Jedds, Aden, 
British Consul leppoe 

Drmnmn 


DNCIDENT J/NUARY 17th end 18th. 





During afternoon of Janusry 17th trucks carrying @ 
Hegensh perty searching for the Jews killed near Surif 
villege (see sy teleggem 127) were ambushed et Ein 
Shemesh on the Beit yaaa Dosh] artuf track by a party 
of Arsbs, During the engagement casuslties sustained 
were Jews 1 killed 2 wounded Arabs 3 killed 2 wounded, 
During morning of January 18th a Jewish convoy was 
ambushed on Jeruselem Jaffa Road and following casualties 
resulted 1 killed 9 injured, According to unconfirmed 
report one other Jew was killed, 

No incidents have been reported from Huleh area and 


Heifs has been quite. 


In other incidents essualties were as followss- 


British 2 killed 3 wounded 
Arabs 12 killed 21 wounded 
Jews 5 killed 17 wounded 
HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
(Ha). : 
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From :— High Commissioner, JERUSALEM. 7,._. H.M.Minis AMMAN, 





Despatched 20/1/48 (14.30) Received 20/1/48 (18,30) 










Addressed to Secretary of State 133. 
Repeated to Damascus 23, Beirut 150, Amman 151 and Memin 1, 

Your telegram No.197 = Syrian raid into Palestine, 

I think you should know that the District Coumissioner GALILEE 
has informetion that the tribes on both the Syrian and LEBANESE side 
of Palestine Northern frontier are now waiting to ascertain the 
strength and weight of the British protest to the Syrian Government 
over the recent incident, Guerilla bands are ready for further 
operations, and if the protest should be ADJUDGED by their leaders to 





be weak or purely forml, the leaders will take courage end will 
ioatideckmorbieienckenoencts tenons 
initiate further operations against the Jews within the next few 


weeks, 


MIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(CoB/iiA)« 


W30057, DISKO. 55M. ct sorts). 10/45. 
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From :—Wigh Commissioner JERUSALEM. To :— H.M.Minister, 


Despatched 20/1/48 (14.30) Received 20/1/48 (18,30) 


of 20th Jamary, 1948, 
Addressed to Damascus 1536 


Repeated to Beirut 155, Jedda 12, Baghdad 10, Amman a Cairo 12 
and Secretary of State 136, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 





Your telegram No.8 not repeated to all. 

Arms for Consuler Guards in Palestine, 

After discussiao with representative eels generally it has 
been agreed that guards should be armed with rifles and revolvers 
and not more than one automatic weapon per Consulate, Additional 
automatic weapons up to six per Consulate may be brought to be kept 
under seal and not for use. at present, All arms should be 
boxed and may be transported with the guards to Jerusalem, 


WIGH COMMISSIONER. 


(coB/aA). 


W30057, DISSO, 55M. ct sorts). 10/45. 
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Despatehed 1939 16/1 
8 15th Jamary, 1948 
Repeated to: Jerusalem lic.2 ~ 
Caire Ho. 2 Savi ; 
BuzO No.2 " me: 
Bagiai Now 2" rvs 
5 


Ro. « 5 
aman Bo. 3 — 
Jada Stiséltw BO ase 
Chancery letter 7/19/48 of January 8th to 
Department. 


sastern 
Palestine: 


Palestine Jewish Stuients at the American 
ectharttlge fo inars he pouty Flnaety Es. 
a es ° 
am informed they number 


2 The Lebanese Prise Minister in reply to an enquiry 
has informed a seaber ot ey aban ae’ Oo) ane 
Palestinian stulients of Jewish faith at the Ameri 
Beirut are effectel by the order ani 
Jewish students in the American 


University, Beirut well as Jewish stwients (irre 
tive of nationality) in the French Univorsi 
are ali atay. Prine Minister 


the 
Palestinian Jewish stuients themselves to go. 


3- Three of the stuients unier orniers to leave have 
do net repeat not te te betes Seine natn 
the Lebanese Autheshtles. it is extrmely unlikely — 


! 
| 








(s/lou/48) (COPIED) 


on 


@ TELEGRAM Ss (¥¢) 





From .....High Conmissioner, Jerusalem _ 
To........British Legation, Ammane 
WRIDISMURESIDEIT 
Despatched ..20-2248 (15215 hrs). Reed: 20.1.48 (18.30 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Fross, Amman 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 132. Repeated to 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Comuander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, 
Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 19TH. 


(1) During the afternoon of January 18th unimown persons 
in unknown circumstances stole 38 rifles, 1 Tsmce with 14 magazines 
and 5 pistols from armoury at police force training centre, 
Jerusalem 


(2) At noon on January 19th a borb was thrown and Bren 
gun fire directed at Arabs from a Jewish truck passing through 
Sarafand el Amar village. Three Arabs were killed. Shortly 
afterwards a truck believed to be the one used in above attack 
was found near Sarafand Canm, The vehicle had been burnt out 
and bore bullet holes. No trace of the occunants was found. 


(3) During night January 18th/19th shots were fired 
at Jewish colony of Shear Yashuv near Syrian frontier, In the 
morning the body of an Arab believed killed by rifle fire was 
found on colony lands. 


(4) In the early hours of January 19th Arab village of 
Tamra near Acre was attacked by annroximately 200 Jews with 
grenades & rifle fire, Following casualties were inflicted 
on the Arab villagers s= 


2 killed, 2 seriously injured, 4 slightly injured. 

(5) Arabs owned houses were blown up at Roricna, Rambe, 
Beit Dajan, Haganah have admitted that this was a reprisal 
raid in which one Jew was killed and 2 seriously injured. 

(6) In other incidents casualties were t= British 


(Mauritian soldiers) 2 killed, 5 injured, Arabs : 2 killed, 
2 injured. Jews : 1 killed, 5 injured. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


@ GS. 
OVERNMENT HOUSE 
JERUSALEM 






17th ae 1948 


Ye Kivh tad: sy 
Your S/1014/48 of 12th January. 


There has I think been some misunderstanding 
which I believe has now been satisfactorily cleared 
upe I spoke to the General and he tells me what 
he intended to convey when the request was first 
made was that the Government should be approached 
in the first instance. 


I would be glad if you would assure King 
Abdullah that there was no intention whatever of 
being obstructive. I understand the guards are 
there now and I trust everyone is satisfied. 


a fom ton 





Sir Alee Kirkbride, CMG.OBE.MC., 

HM Minister, 

British Legation, \ iP 
AMMAN . as 


Ack heclirs tatraKo. «blog 


| 2 Gfei : Si ants Rd wb. 
tes noe Sueallok Iago Bak 1/7/94 F. 


Vien seaeuat’ jhe, daisiin agacamnngent Cs Tags 2 
fr bln apron fo b arervl- tiny ia hat Gepemr Cong XR 
hha Lter 07 fim flow. 

te tile ales tid, Oy oraceans ont a0 RE? 
; ee pig Coch cal te be Ca ee Ee 

peg: Ueienen phen. lore Whe raur ffptho, hromen Anal helen, 
This tcl 07 aiehiad affacn leayproncple! te teal doin’ 
ery Rees kan a he yrl butreole formeetn 
heavy teveblate Y Slut dafaye. jhe heapelit war 2 Lenk 

bak 2 tht part buk the ork hae Lali lath th us 
tenable ur h hke Care OF Our Age 


Sn view the elit Bu % ner pert $ 


he tac heryntat, [herepert, Hy fcetabive Chmcte. 9) he pal 
Boel Aiscatken 1: LA Larreguctit 7 i 

ony Iragerh, u a haimt “7 Mitenaees' And Aabron * 

ducteuws 7 aut kelp un out J) then deegs Ubyon, 4 nate 
for Gawa gern Legon Blake Auch Menentlt An tam he 
Meme bp froliet the higXl® seperre < & yoy 
Wet er pillows 2 ctl vite 6] the Cetin nate | We frank © His 
Ow regntet went Ce a vabratte greet diye, x 


frm ene ae foc ty Miwhgks barctu' . flere Wor tonay 
iy het un cblac abl. basen deat ees 


cae A ak HORS Cee} St sok 


. - ‘ SS 
“Nu 4 = 
‘ ~ een dS Loans, a 2H) . 


4 —? 
i >t ) by 


ho Oar ‘ - ats = “ eee) 
t ¥y 9 + A Ey eo 2a Aw Daas Tow oh 
: 


Fo betes PSS yas 
‘ Regn d tape 


BROAN ‘tittinlen, EF aah See S 


Net ta grew NS 


Sy 


% ; See Porch | =. Sdn eS why 
hy Pash sae «(| - /Abty PY b+ 


> rSoalat + a 


s cok echt a Sark 
POS AS oa Spay Sry pheaes, W ah. lak 

Lrtser ation JAMAL SBS WTE 
oT LA ok 


ASD, 7 i (7 ‘ 4 \. 
ASD OD omy I, de As rie 
we}. a AS : s : % 
BN oo * ; eee ee . baa 
SS eo SB 5ee.3y yk 3 ek 35 x % : ee A TG... 
. ty 
Ty wa B > 
“Sa VPA Lb Pum y <a ia ' 
\ * hk eS QheGGed 2s A. oS X%#2 5. 35-43-N) WY 
SS 
. ~ eer . Ne ’ a ‘ % 
= ys Ate . ~ \ ‘ 3 
2 aS 2h nee 5h we a) ater agra LTRS! 
« \ \ ‘ 
\ is e yx ‘ 
. Norte -@ i % \ eee — 
ely, coed ST MST od oe Lin = a Toa, { 
x fe shah 0D Re ArAS Wy \ CN aN 
me Sy eh te cf} = > A> QP er eek ok. eee fe ee ens 
Ss ‘ PIL YY FS AE BR Bh whe A Sao PALE \ PEIN yp RG 
; we ie a7 Sie ° Pye ee , ce hae Ay 7 4 
A act, mS RV 2h Oekewk 45)\ at SS po -tat’) | a -R ORO ay 4e-U 
\ bee 3 ; 
a s 4 . or \ . ek oh 5 ae a a 
Pah GH Ha TWy »> DID san Ae at Eh Deh MA RA RD ah Su 
2 X . % 
Wa ‘ 2 cx 4. oe Se YY 
~ » ‘ 2 v5 ae > e tae Wah IY & 
> ies ; es : 
aie ; rs z Md. ¢ & 
. 2 a o Peed Sguay xe Sade say S “wan aw 
\ 
= = ee . ; ‘ ~~ \ 
+ ae pty ~~ - Nad ce =e  a-.5% eek a < waren QS, ur 
Ceol sae) a4 - tak 4 x \. 
Ros: ~ ree te + eee A Ws Say XY aoh a 
t -_ - - 
ts OK : eb x. : * 
PSPs 5 \\) \ \ : \ . vy 
BR oN (Do LSS QD ye 5} ~~ dmas 2&0r 0) \* % soW 
; { “2-S9) oh ed \ . ob S 
Few < 


v MPH oe S- A AsWwWy ey +a) 


St DSO 
ard. Sys See ds Pai +2 sd aay 


mea SD 
° = 

~ Sr Dl ak on ay si penal 

Sa ee eR erm eee : 

Sn ah @ : a Dds, en er “STG xh Sod: SL ' 

Ly : oe j on. 
‘ oe sR VS Sh dun. Susy eG ores’ ar 

ee) 


ae: Power ee 
see “SD ahora SEWER mes PSsbedh a oe a Sy 


ase o FoBA, =x ; Stee sy PP <a Se WS ‘s: Asa ah 2% 


a aosss® “ye ee s3~S.e as ® | Sah. Sees Bi pi word 


ae ed cae a) an ~ SSaay, <a s att 

se ee yo “ty tS - ser) 
» a Ra ham Seth \ arab AY a Repel: Saud N 
oe Ru. $c iat “ay cea ahaa. Vilact bs Maadlbt He. Se 


4 


a Fre LA an, la F 
tte 
a rae au fh oo, 


— 


fr om Comt ructatle Plearinr b dag dln by hart 
Cerek ssh hc Lt Sunel. Sine ddlghltd sham for 
lifermcd thal thn badid # vint Jererh tm Fr 
ee ee ee eg 
+ foot Sprint Ht met Yin. Ht rok not Le Ueesun 
that Shwe Yer grcieur brut fou Whe J arth fe 
en hihlaed $ ffm, frerren a not Offerets, Cuenr—j 
Vim, perio” alters 1. elslim ® by personal feline > 
dinate tis Al x Vadet who art pow fray a tehcobe 
Cae gad ane bere Mmbycobo ha kath hrvlae 
Th os ke back heer, 07 he Glatt Yrrabs Sat 
Lat bem nrette b aie, Meverhelen San. cfle 
dnrictat He Ady 04 heeting hefrs mathe Kare fone | 
Vor, fav phir Citamrtimers wentd arpcl ome B fo chon — 


(47 


Hie fro Shs Avet Anctns acencnh~ ~ 
re {pee ee 
he Uilles ta Gusstcor (fom RAL pwotruel Gasral Hs 
ln (pleto x Ada, ae pespectid (thx cperetrn, 


3 Qrotl4  Legat w/o 
2 Fae 208 Janae ifr 
thes x 
ermal 
S hare he Ree! ae frraraal herent a 
evel Clb wttremad & Fi thajerk Tes 4 
tes LAG. Coan npficriony Mf Cormte vaionee 
ee Vilsbat” — Yolen be fralipl 7 He tllr mg 
he hanetnntler! b ths Grertlne | 
PV weet fear thertlins by biphert 


has Oihe Lexyelteranite hires 


A even 
Jer octet Lane bess cce ae 8 i 
k Ue @S tue we tf 
Koad 
a 


yy 


V¥/dd iS 
YTV WyVlang 1 gb 
VACA FO gO r+ sill 





Pay Logie Ung | peigl Boles dtm 


Ip oe lobe LS bb Gol Jleal yl 41 
EL be Spar Jt andl hla is Voge II nob 
pcr ltl yaa Lae ol! a0 
¢ als Ji dlal 
© eS SF yd Sole bok IpLaic, 
pill Al ol Ul, 
LA 


TELEG. ADDRESS: BRITISH LEGATION, y 
PRODROME AMMAN. AMMAN. , 
3 Ref t loan nd , 
eterence oO revious correspo ence 
RUP. No. 9/20, ” ” 
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His Majesty's Minister presents his compliments and has 
the honour to enclose, for information and 
the documents noted below :- 





A 
f £art Amnan, +H 
20th Jamary, 1948. i 


Palestine, 


oe 





My dear Excellency, 

I wes hoping that your many duties would permit you on some suitable 
occesicn tc drop dow to hawe lunch with me at Shunet. I was delighted 
when you informed thet you intended to visit Jeresh on Tussdsy lest when 
I was in Ammen which would have Leen a good opportunity to meet you, It 
need not be stressed that I am very anxious to see you when I would be 
enlightened by you, persomlly not officially, concerning very important 
matters in relation to my personel feelings towerds the Arabs in ‘alestine 
wio are now facing a patriotic crisis and are being subjected to a horrible 
worldly invesion, It is the ved luck of the falestine Arabs that you hed 
been unable to come, Nevertheless, I am still awniting the day of meting 
before matters have gone very fer when circumstances would compel to go about 
clindly, 

I have received from the Areb Doctor's Association in Palestine a 
letter of which I forward a copy to your Excellenqy, My knowledge of your 
preparedness to assist in all beneficial acts makes me hope, thet after 
perusing the letter in question you shall instmuct General Headquarters 
in Palestine to detail, as requested by the association, sufficient mmber 
of arab “egion personnel to guard over the hospital, In the event of 
Headquarters being in need of the services of all those under their command, 
then we will send from here a mmber of troops to guard over the hospitel 
under the coumand of General “eadquerters. 

I showld be grateful if Your Excellency will reply to this my letter 
both personally ani urgently. 

Please accept my thanks and best regards. 


(Sgd.) ABDULLAH, 


« 


f 


His Most Exsellent Majesty, 
King Abdulleh ibn Hussein, 





Greetings and Merey and Gifts from God, 

Our excuse for causing inconvenience to Your Majesty and for calling 
upon you to assist us, is thet of your being the descendant of those 
honourable who watches over the lives of your sonSe 

The situation in the City of Jerusalem and suburbs has become 
extremely critical, the Arab casualties are on the increase and the hospitals 
are full of our wounded people between whom are veterans, youths, women end 
chilaren, This state of affair has prompted the Areb Doctor's Association of 
Palestine to open a hospital outside Jerusalem near the village of Beit Sefafa. 
The hospital was 2 Govermeent hospital in the past but the Government has of 
late lent it to us to enable us to take care of our people. 

In view of the state of insecurity now prevailing, the Doctors end 
nurses are finding great difficulties anf are even exposed to big dangers when 
working in the said hospital, Therefore, the Executive Committee of the 
Areb Doctor’s Association in ‘alestine, has requested us to beg Your Majesty 
in the name of Iumenity ond Arebism to succour us and help us out of this 
deep abyss, ty ordering Your courageous Legion to take such measures as may be 
deemed necessery to protect the hospital referred to from the perfidous 
activities of the criminals, ‘The grent of this our request would be a 
valuable great service to our sons as well as the whole mmnity. Surely 
this service is not uncbtainable to the son of ul-Hussein and revolution, 

Greeting to you and Merey and Gifts from God, 
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From — H.M,Minister, AMMAN. To ;—S8.0F s. )). LONDON, 


Despatched 21/1/48 (11.05) 


of 2ist January, 1948. 





MOST IMMEDIATE, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No.26 of 21st January. 


Repeated to Baghdad No, 2 
Beirut No, 2 
Cairo No. 8 
Damascus No, 1 
Jedda No. 1 
B.M.E.O. No. 1 
Jerusalem No. 3 
TOP SECRET, 


I em informed this morning that about five hundred volunteers 
from Syria led by Feuszi el Kaoukji crossed Transjordan last night 
in motor vehicles coming from Dera'a and passed into Palestine 
vie Jisr Demieh with knowledge of Transjordan authorities, 


I em sending another wire describing circumstances but do 
not wish to delay this information, 


Foreign Office please pass to Jedda as my telegram No.1 and 
Jerusalem No.3. 


Cairo only. Please pass to MEMIN as my telegram one. 


FRODROME. 


(ASK/MDLeM/WA). 


W357. DI350, 55M. (5 sorts). 10/46. 
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From :— W.M.Minister, AMMAN, To -_S0OF 8. 'F.0, LONDON, 


Despatched 2/1/48 (15.50) Reacewbnel 
29 of 21st Jamary, 1948, 












Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe29 of 21st January. 


Repeated to Beirut Noe 3 
Damascus No, 2 
Baghdad No. 6 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 7 SAVING, 
Jedda. No, 8 SAVING. 
B.M.E.O. No, 8 SAVING, 
J - No, 8 SAVING, 

TOP SECRET, wh 


My telegrem 26" (of 2ist Jamery, 1948). 


L Late in the afternoon of the 20th January Ismeil Safwat rang 
up the Prime Minister of Transjordan from Dera‘a and said that he 


The Transjordan authorities decided that this was a plot on 
the part of the Syrians offering them the alternatives of letting the 
party through and getting into trouble with H,M.G, or of turning 
them back and be stigmatized in the Arab press as traitors and pro- 


They chose/oee2 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. - “= 3 
: ai \ ae ] ! \ 
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Cypher 

Code 

From :— To :— 
Despatched Received 





They chose the former course and agreed to the party going 
through providing it was over the Palestine frontier before dam 
and that it was not to attack anyone while the 
Actually the whole movement was bungled and the perty arrived at 
Jisr Demiyah in daylight. It was met by 
Nablus, 


impossible. 


become 
The fact that the party has crossed Transjordan will be common 
kmowledge and my being aware of it cannot be traced to Glubb, 


5, ‘The whole affair seems to have been engineered by Demascus 
order to embarrass the Transjordan Government and King Abéulleh, 


5 


ASK/HDLeM/HA, 


W300857, Di350. 55M. (4 sorta). 10/45. 
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From _..High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 


TELEGRAM 


To... British Legation, AMMAN — ae 


DRKKKSUORE SOE RE 


Despatched .2161,48...18,45. hrs)... Rewis 22,.1.48 (08,30 hrs) 





XACRKIEKANK. 


—Ordon Press, Amman 


Addressed to Secretary of State No. 144 clear. 
Repeated to Washington, United Kingijom Delegate, Memin 
(Please pass to Amassador & Commender in Chief) Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, British Consul Aleppo, 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 20TH. 


(1) Two Jews wearing police uniform entered Arab 
quarters of the old city yesterday morning and were ordered to 
leave by an Arab who fired on them as they were retreating. 
The Jews threw a grenade to facilitate their escape, slightly 
wounding British soldiers who were ap gtr evacuation 
the Jewish Home for the aged in the city. The soldiers 
opened fire, Three Jews were seriously wounded in these 
incidents. 


(2) The Jewish colony of Yechaim in Galilee was 
attacked yesterday by a party of about 300 Arabs in uniform 
using mortars and automatic weapons. Police and military 
take to relieve the colony were delayed by the 

estruction of a bridge on the road, During the attack a 
Jewish settlement police armoured car peiforming escort 
duties near Yechaim was stopped at a road block and the 
crew were surrounded by Arabs but held out until relieved by 
Police. Casualties sustained were : Jewish colonies: four 
dead, six wounded, JS PS four dead, six wounded, British 
Police: One wounded . The armoured car was destroyed by 
fire, 


(3) Casualties in other incidents were : Arabs 
killed, 8 wounded. Jews : & killed, 7 wounded. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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LONDON, 


5.0F 8S. F.0, 


To :— 
Received 
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(13.40) 
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From :— ¥.M.Minister, BEIRUT. To :— wn acldl’ ALAN 





Despatched 91/1/48 (13,28) Received 21/1/48 (18,30) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.4] of January 20th. 


ee to oe “a B.M.E.0., Damascus, Amman 


My telegram No,.38, Jewish Students, : 

Director SURRIO told me on January 18th that the expulsion 
‘of Palestine Jewish Students from the American University at 
Beirut had been ordered on the request of the Acting Principel 
(an American) following a disagreable incident. We confirmed 
that thet#-had been no similar trouble at the French University 
or elsewhere. 

Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram No.12, 


MIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DIS50. 55M. ctsorts). 10s45. 
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Rn Clair - by confidential bag 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO HIS MAJESTY'S REPRESENTATIVES AT: 





Addig Ababa The Hague Paris 
Algiers Havana Port au Prince 
Annan Helsingfors Prague 
Angora Jedda Quito 
Asuncion Kabul Rabat 
Athens Katmandu Reykjavik 
Bagdad Khartoum Rio de Janeiro 
Bangkok La Paz Rome 
Batavia Lima Saigon 
Beirut Lisbon San Jose 
Belgrade * Madrid San Salvador 
Berlin (for Political Managua Santiago 

Adviser) Manila ‘ Seoul 
Berne Geneva Shanghai { 
Bogoté U.K.Del) Singapore 
Bucharest Holy See { eo Commis- 
Budapest Cairo B.M.E.O. sicner South 
Buenos Aires Rangoon East Asia) 
Brussels Mexico City Sofia 
Cairo Montevideo Stockholm 
ees oa 5 Moscow Tangier 
Ciudad Trujillo Nanking i nr 
Copenhagen New York Tehran 4 / 
Damascus (U.K. De) Tetuan 
Guatemala Oslo Tokyo 

Panama Vienna lo | Sa" 


No. 2 Intel 
2nd January, 1948. 


Washington 
LY i De ; 
SECRET 


My telegram No. 77"Intel, Palestine. 


In conversation with United States Secretary of State 
while in London Foreign Secretary explained that Arab reac- 
tions to United Nations decision on Palestine had been even 
worse than we had expecta Mr. Bevin said that he was { 
proposing to see various Arab representatives individually [ 

n London to steady them, Mr. Bevin went on to say that h 
the situation might blow 7. throughout the Middle East with j 
serious reactions to United States as well as to British 











PeeALOn, Soviet Union had suaported artition because 
hey ete to profit from Jewish-Arab disturbances. 

Mr. Bevin said that he was anxious about Jewish communities 
throughout the Middle East. 


. 2. United Kingdom Ambassador, Washington, has spoken 
to State Department informally, and impressed on. them that 
crisis which is now developing over Palestine constitutes, 
in our view, grave threat whole British and also 
United States position in Middle East and that we intend, 


/while not in 
Ch pt»: Shalt 


oe 


nw 


while not in any way obstructing execution of decision 
taken by United Nations, to do our utmost to preserve our 
influence and er in that_area. Lord Inverchapel 

has pointed out that we have already asked Arab Governments 
to avoid precipitate action and to restrain their nationals. 
We feel that counsels of moderation should be offered not 
to one side only but to both. Questicn therefore arose 
whether United States Government would speak in parallel 
terms to Jewish Agency. 


5. Meanwhile situation in Palestine itself continues 
to detericrate. Arrival cf two further and exceptionally 
pangs shipleads cf illegal immigrants has filled the canis 
in Cyprus nearly tc capacity and any further arrivals will 
cause sericus embarrassment. 


/1/ 
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¢ TELEGRAM & 
peers eer To. British Legation, AMMAN. i: 
KROODOKX RSE 
AgENOROR Gone 
Despatched 2202048. (18.30 hrs). Recd: 2321.48 (08,30 hrs) sas <5 


————— 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 153. Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 21ST. 





(1) During the afternoon in Jerusalem, Jews fired on 
a truck carrying an Areb family and their furniture, 2 Arabs 
were killed, an Arab woman and a pale (?) were wounded and an 
Arab child missing. 


(2) During the morning Jewish pamphlets were posted 
in the old city wording Jewish inhabitants to remain in their 
houses from 0930 until noon today. Investigation revealed 
that this was an attempt to prevent any Jew from taking 
advantage of an arrangement which had been made to enable 
those wishing to do so to move out of the old city. 


( During the morning a small force of Arabs 
attacked Yoham Jewish colony in Galille with Mortars, rifles 
and automatics, The attackers withdrew after one hour 
without having breached the perimetre wire. Two Jews were 
wounded and the body of an Arab was found later at the scene 
of the attack , this man was partly dressed in Lebanese clothing 
and Syrian money was found in his pockets. 


(4) In other incidents following casualties occurred: 
Arabs: 4. killed, 2 wounded, Jews: 5 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


FIIE NO,S/1014/48. TELEGRAM. / cH) 
Cypher ‘ID/OTP ; ts 
ede 


Ghowt 
From :-High Commissioner, JERUSALEM To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 





Despatched 22/1/48 (14297) Received 22/1/48 (16.15) 


TOP SECRET. At 
Your telegram No.3- ( w 
I am most grateful for this information (which did not reach 
me until late last night) but since it is important that such 
reparts should reach me with the least possible delay I suggest 
that the military telephone to ZERKA might be used as a quicker 
channel, I have not yet iii your further telegram and 
cannot sey whether the circumstances are such as to require 
immediate representations to Transjorden Government that we 
cannot allow Transjorden to be used as & base of operations 
against Palestine (by you = sic ? but you intended) will no doubt 


represent this (gp. undec. ? yourself). 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DISSO. SOM. ct aorte). 10/46. 
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Cypher ID/OTP A 
ee ye) | Ai. 
From :— High Commissioner ,JERUSAIEM7,;_ _H.M.Minis =, lan. 





DIMEDIATE. 
Addressed Damascus No.162 Confidential, 


Repeated to Beirut 163, Jedda 13, Baghdad 11, Amman 164, Cairo 14, 
Secretary of State 150 all confidential. 


My telegram No.153. 

Arms for Consular Guards. 

Following scale of ammmition for Consular Guards has been 
laid down, 

(a) Amount for one "free" automatic 500 rounds. 

(>) for each "free" rifle or pistol 50 rounds. 

(c) for each "sealed" Whew is ci ? cypher error ? 


automatic intended) (limited to six) 2,500 rounds, 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057. DISh0, 55M. ct serts). 10/45, 


V4 2 hy = 
ae (8/1014/48) 
G 
wh WY , PHM (@O 


®FRODROMB AMKAN jp aed jo!) 

i: PRODROME DAMASCUS IMPORTANT  10R 1920/23 \ er 
GRS 172 dpe 
01223. SDDSD JERUSALEM TBL 17 RPTD AMMAN TBL 12 BAGDAD TEL 9 BBIRUT 
TRL 19 C&IRO TRL && 14 FORBIGN OFPICB TEL 46 JBDDA TBL 7. LMFORTANT 
YOUR TEL 88 (NOT TO ALL ADDRESSES) RED CRESCENT AID 10 FALBSTINE 
DIRSCTOR GBNBRAL OF HYGENE HAS GIVEN MEMBER OF UY STAFF FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION. 4 RED CRESCENT COMMITTEE HAS BEEN FORMED IN PALESTINE 
COMPOSED OF DR KUSSBIN BL KEALIDI( PRESIDBNT) DR Déc7ANY(SECRETARY) 
AND DR THWFIK KANAAN, FOLLOWING A CONFERENCE IN AMMAN ARAB STATES 
HATZ AGREBD TO BSTABLISH A MEDICAL SUPPLY CENTRE AND BASE IN TRANS~- 
JORDAN . REPRESENTATIVES OF BYXX BOYPT IRAQ LEBANON SAUDI SRABIA 
SYRIA AND TRANSJO" 2» WILL BR APPOINTED THERE THROUGH WHOM REQUESTS 
FOR 41D FRUK THE PALESTINE COMMITTBE WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE STATES 
ELANS FOR BUBRGENCY HOSPITALS AND MOBILB CLINICS INSIDE PALESTINE 
CONTINUS AND CONSIDBRATION IS BEING GIVEN 10 BSTABLISHING IN CASB OF 
BBD AN OVERFLOW HOSPITAL IN TRANSJORDAN AND ANOTHER IN SYRIA THB 
DIRECTOR GSNBRAL ASKS WHETHER YOU HAVE ANY OBJBOTIONS 10 THE TRANS - 
JORDAN BASS PROFOSALS, BROADMBAD, 








| 2 $7 


mi Hish Commissioner for Pelestinc. : 


iG: t= Secretary of Stator Shr 


Date:- 16. 1.46. 


TOP SECRIT. Ibl2D.ITL. he: 


Repeatcd to:- Vaphington No. 21. (Please puss vo fo “uL. ) 
1 omin Cairo No. 44. 
.mbassedor, Cairo. (Please pess to PICLE.46) 


/ TOP SLCRLT Baghdad To. 4 


Scirut. No. 48 
Jcddah. No. 49 
. amen No. 50 
( helta. oe 51 (Please pass to C.in C, iD.) 


cleogrem lo. 60. weekly intclligence appreciation. 


liost spectaculcr incident of week has been the mass arab invest- 
tment of the Jewish colonics in the HnBRON Sub-District. This 
demonstrated, even to the ..rabs, the almost entire cbscnec of cxist- 
ing co-ordination ond orgenisction of thoir war cffort; and though 
thoir Press has m.dc fantastic cleims of c rcsounding succcso, the 
fect that the opceretion wis c most ignominious failure is greduclly 
becoming known. The withdri.al of the .reab cttcckore wes duc -not 
to the Jcwish Defence nor to the crrivel of British troops but to 
ce meoscace obtc.inee by the src-b Higher Comittce from the ilufti to 
stop the ittick. It rey voll be thet, on ct. rcsult, there will be 
fewer lorge cecle frontc.1 cattecks on Jewish colonics until such 
tine co the cecurity forccs heave lcft, or the «rcbn cre reinforced 
or better org.niscd cnd equipped; they will probs.bly conccntrcete 
on hit cone run stti.cks or anbushes of Jewish otr:.gglers, cnd on 
cfforts to cinrupt dewish lifc in the lirger towns b.- tcetier of 
ttrition, using as bores src.b quartcrs which they fccl cre compcrit- ' 
ively sceurc from Jewirh countcr-cttcck. It is clro porsible thet 
the rccent incident .t H-if:., when the ircbn lcft <. stolen Post 
Ofricc ven to cxplode «t :. Jowish bur termminur, indic:ter th-t they 
ore learning frou their opnonentn cud wey turn inere:.ningly to 
exploriver nce s bot:.2c. 


2 In SHIGA dikiinH guortcr of Jerunclen; in 4.DI RUSHIiIZH in 
H.aifs, onc in twHSHInh in Jd-ff:., intcr-cor unl strife sean to 

hove beeornc endemic; «nd probsbly nothing but dr-ntic militcry 
intcrvention could restore the nituction in thore «recs. lileewhere, 
eniping «nec iinor incidents cre coriion; but thence Pften ove their 
origin to n:nic cr much cs to delibcim.te cassrcosion. 


3 surther infomia.tidn confirms the theory th..t the invi.cion of 
the hUnah by SYRIA cribs. which w.e rcportcd in my telegbin under 
refcrenec wir not, oon <1llegea by fhe Jows, part of « generrl move- 
nent of SYRIUN gucrilli.s into Plcctinc, but wos c. reprincl by tho 
saiIR G0UR for the ettack on his property -t KHISsas. It is now 
thought thet the zrng inflicté? consiacri.ble eansu:.ltics on the 
4ribe t.king pirt in the ..tt..ck. This docs not svccn nrkedly to 
hve oubittcree rele -tions betwoen the «ribs nd the sccurity forcecs: 
but there ir i. conrti.nt ad nger ind .nxicty lest the ncecssity 
.ctively to protect Jewish colonics otcinot “rib ..ttack should 
ttr.ct 2rmb ~ttcentions to oursclvce, with conscqucnt complivi.tion 
of our withdr. M1 ond éctrincnt to s.nglows.r:.b rel:.tionse Though 
the Wu LYZION ce. ir wor fee less serious than it might hve been, 
cna: though cs f.27 ir in known | 466 «may inflictcd no c: pu: 1tion; yet 
the rob "rere hoc beon core: tie in illuding to the d:mego done 
to the .r.bs by 'ncutr.1' British forecn in protceting the Jowns. 


/2 
eoeree ‘ve 


Eee 
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f 
“& Polentinicn .rabe cre now roid to be returning cftcr complet- 
ion of their trcining in SYRI.., «nd nolicc who cngeged a jargeo 
party of arcabn attacking Jowe ct SHR «bak report that its dioci- 
pline i.nd ti.ctier were far in cadve.nee of unything yet encountcred. 


5 Doctor Tu.LIDI continuer to press for cdoption of thc scheme 
for policing the urcb (i.nd Jewicl.) scetors of JERUS..Lil! which wo 
forcch:dowed in lint week's tclegren. BILE GHOURY, who ir now 
bi.ck in JunUS.L, ocems to shire KHALIDI'r fcers thet the situct- 
ion ic pessing out of the control of the arcb Higher Excecutive, 
cond to regerd the restoration of ordcr in the lirge towns co bcing 
o* the first importcngo cna urgency. It is ocid thet KH.LIDI, 
who is overwrought cnd unwell, will henecfofth concern hinsclf 
chicfly with thc nediec.l problems of the urc.b camp:ign. Necnwhile 
JuJiz.L HUSSEINI «nd other memberr of the Cormittce continuc to hold 
cloof from Prlcctine where problems cre thorny cnd liurels cre few, 


6 ' I econ report no improvement in the cttitude of the Hagen:h, 
which hos ¢cddced to its misdeeds by blowing up scvercal urcb build- 
ings in Hla. ond JuRUS.LEH, in the former ctsc with loss of lifc, 
including women «nc children. It is cvicent thet the s.goncy is 
weddcd to i. policy of rcepriscilr (convenicntly termed by then 
"egereepive Coenec" cnd thet only the strongest expression of 
world condcnn.tion through the United Netions could have any .cffect 
upon then. In view of the persistent ond skilful Zionist public- 
ity in the UNITED ‘Sst..74S it seems unlikely thct such cn expression 
will me.teoriclizc. 


« It is sicnifiecnt thet, though thcerc heve been no conspicuous 
arcb psuccceses, cnd though the licgench communigues mcintcin their 
bonrtful cnc cxults.nt tonc, the mcin ciaphenis of the Jowish press 
is no longer on the «bility of the “ishuv to defend itself uncided 
but rather on the necessity to c: ecctce quickly «n international 
force for Pc.lestince. The fi.jurc proposed for the Jewish militic 
isn 15 to 26,000: men, which is obviously insufficient to sccurc the 
survivel of the Jovwish Stctc. Yhe american ombargo on «rms 
exports ir much resented ind the u.gency hi.vo openly proclaimed 
their intcntion of scmuscling into P..LUSTING os mony crme ce they 
Cone The recent Rucosian threct to the urcbs his reised Sovict 
ptock and will give «. fillip to SNUH's pro-Russion cempi.ign. 

The Stern Group, in ¢« pamphlet published in December, rtrongly cdvo- 
cc.te clore allicnee between the new Jewish Stc.te and the U.S.S.R. 


8 apurt from some crudging cppreciction of the army'h assistance 
in thc Hulch, there is no slackening of the inspired anti-Govcrn- 
micnt canpe.isn in the Jewirh press. This ccministreation is daily 
aceuncd of helpings the arab egainst the Jew cnd of deliberctely 
obstructing the legitimate cfforts of the Yishuv to defend itsclf. 
There cre indicetions thet « richly embriodercd story on these 
lines will be recitca to the Sccurity Council. Particular capital 
hae bcen meade out of the situation in the Old City of Jerusalem, 
where in rcality British Forces continue to save the Jewish quarter 
from liquidation by the urebs, and to escort food convoys so recul™ 
erly thet there is practically no essential commodity in short 
supply: cven the Jewish Acency spokcsmen could ONMly mention baby 
food. The seme spokesman, b, way of preparing the ground for an 
cmbitious ruscue-cttack warned the press not to be surprised ct c 
"bis beng, killing mony innocent people", if the British continucd 
to cssist the urcabs to kcep in jeopardy c Jewish community number- 
ing 2,000 souls. The truth is that tho situction inside the City 
is much ccurcveted by the presence of detachnents of the Haganch 
cnd IZL; cnd while there care hopes of crranging a medue vivenit 
throuczh the herds of the religious cormunitics it would be optim- 
istic to expcet cny ecey solution. 


9 * in Jerusalem, one or two Government departments which had 
viriunlly ceased to function through the defection of their urcb . 


sees sawat is 


Se 


d Jewish otcff cre now working cgein, clbcit on c reduced scale. 

he cdministretive machine cs c whole, however, is still heavily 
crippléd, <.nd confidenee in pernoncl scfety bes not yet been re- 
ent.blishoed. One of the most difficult obsticlen in the wy of 
restoring norm.lity is the app-rently inerc.diccble fear which 
perntctcs both communities and which is so provac:.tive of rumour 
end ill-considered action, and such c preventive of rational thought. 


event la 


10 4 new ond grave fictor in the situction is the danger lest 
recent events in lk.ift. nhould roricusly <ffect operction of the ri- 
Woy; while deliy in resumption of work by the potrolcum refinory 

ir c.using scriour cconomic conccrn. 


ae The present rentriction of movement, cconomic stringency, «nd 
uncerti.inty «rc to the future, <ddcd to « dogrce of insecurity which 
thouch not clways manifest ic cver-present, cre excreising cn incro- 
upins strcin on the British Government ct. ff. 
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Local Press reactions to the 

United Nations decision in 

oe = the —- 
Palest 








3479a 22862—2 (4) 


5 eye) 


749 /4FP 


SH Fr48 17th January, 1948 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to yon 
herewith a report by Mr. Howes, Information 
Officer of His Majesty's Legation on the reactions 
of the Lebanese Press during the month of 
December to the United Nations decision 
in favour of the partition of Palestine. 


2e Although public indignation immediately 
after the announcement of the decision was 
directed gertioweniy. against the U.S.A. and 
U.sSeK. the tone of the Press became increasingly 
amti-British on the immediately following days. 
This calleé for a special effort by the 
Information Officer and his staff and I am glad 
to be able to report that they were not without 
British policy graiually improvel,’ itis" 
policy y ° 8 
a the improvement was particularly 
discernable after the speeches by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies ani the Secretary of 
State for Poreign Affairs in the House of Commons 
on December llth and 12th respectively. 


3-e Dur the latter half of the month of 
December the local Press was probably more 
favourable than at any time since the events 
of November, 1943. 


I am seniing a copy of this despatch 


fto 


The Right Honourable 
Clement Attlee, M.P. 


Poroma oft *; 


a 


te His esty's Ambassadors at Cairo, Bagdad 
8 


am Jedda, Majesty's Ministers at Damascus 
= Amman, the High Commissioner for Palestine 


the Head of British Middle Bast Office. 


I have the honour to be 
With the highest respect ‘ 


8 
Your most obedient » humble Servant. 
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From :— High Coma, JERUSALEM, To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 23/1/48 (13.55) Received 23/1/48 (15.30) 





DIMEDIATE. 





repeated to Damascus as Nool49. ~ 

In view of the situation as therein revealed, and of the 
apparent further activities of the Arabs from Syria (see my 
inoident . telegram No.153)E suggest immediate publication of the 
terms of our protest is (higher - sic) desirable. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


NOTE:= The above is repetition of original telegram which was 
re-encyphered in 0.7.P, not held by this post. Original 
Despatch 1507 22/1 Receipt 1415 22/1, 


(cJB/HA). 


W30087, DISKO. SOM. «st sorte). 10/45. 


(8/1014/48) 
oo w) 
3 Clear? ............ 


From ... High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
BRIS EOORESIODRT 


To... British Legation, AMMAN, 


23e1e48 (15.59 hrs) Reod: 23.1248 (18.30 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 


Despatched .... 





159. Repeated Washington, Memin (Please pass to Ambassador 
& Commander in Chief) United Kingdom Delegate, Beirut, Damascus, 
Amman, Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 22ND 


(1) A convoy of Jewish trucks was fired upon 
during the morning on Jerusalen/Jeffa road. One Jew was 
killed and two injured. A military patrol arrived shortly 
afterwards and while searching the area came under fire, The 
attackers were engaged and it is believed one was hit. No 
military casualties, 


(2) At 0600 near Yazur Arab village, Lydda 
District, a truck carrying 7 Jewish Settlement police was 
stopped by a mine explosion. The policemen were attacked by 
Arabs and all killed. 


(3) At 0750 nearfilfiqve Israel , Jewish colony, 
lydda District, fire was exchanged between a convoy of Arab 
trucks and Jewish colonists, One Arab was killed, 4 Jews and 
2 Arabs were wounded, 


(4) At 0800 near Beit Dajan, Arab village, 
Iydda District, en Arab truck was fired on. 3 Arabs were killed 
and 12 wounded, 


(5) At 1100 on Bassa lands near Jaffa, Jewish 
snipers killed one and injured 5 Arabs, 


(6) At 1150 in Tel Aviv Jews attacked 3 Yugoslavs 
from a ship in port who were walking in the town, One was 
wounded and admitted to hospital. 


(7) Im other incidents following casualties 
occurred t= s 3 killed, 12 wounded. Jews: 1 wounded. 


IMMEDIATE Addressed to Secretary of State No. 
HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


- 
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From :— H.M.Charge 4' Affaires, To :—H,.M.Minister, AMMAN, 






Despatched 23/1/48 (20,30) Received 24/1/48 (09240) 
No. 8 of 22na January, 1948, 








Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.9) of Jamary 22nd, (1) 
Repeated to Damascus, Amman, Beirut, U.K.Del. New York, B.M.E.0. 


and Saving to Jedda and Jerusalem, 


My telegrem No.70; 


A further b,tch of 350 volunteers left here for Syria 
on Jemuary 15th, 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDIEL New York as my telegram 
No.2. 


"-H.M.CHARGE d'AFFATRES, 


(coB/HA), 


W30057.. DISKO. 55M. «3 sorts! 10/45, 
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24 96 
25 100 
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From ....#Agh. Commissioner, JERUSALEM To... British Legation, AMMAN, 00. 
JAA DUSRDORESDDEOOX 
sot eee 
Despatched ..... 2402048. (19440. hrs) es Reod: 2hel.48 (20.45 brs) ocaon dikes Heanice 


Addressed to Secretary of State 179. Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador and Commander in Chief), Beirut, Damascus, Auman, 
Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo, 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 23RD. 

Following casualties occurred. Arabs : 3 killed, 3 
wounded, Jews: 2 killed, 1 wounded, 


fr 


t 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 








FILE NO. 5/1014 /48, . TELEGRAM. W) 


‘a Cyphed/OTP 
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From:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. To :— H.M.Minister, AMV AN, 


Received 26/1/48 (11.00) 








Despatched 26/1/48: (10.52) 





of 25th Jamary, 1948. 
Addressed to Amman telegram Wowta; January 25th. 

Repeated to Beirut, Damascus, Jerusalem and repeated Saving _ 
to Cairo, Baghdad, ae San ul 
Your telegram No,29, ——— = ; S 10 
I agree thet you should make a strong(1) protest(1) 
in whatever form you think most suitable, You should refer 
to the representations which“you made in scans on the basis 


of my telegram No.529 should urge the Transjordan 
Government to take effective measures to prevent a repetition 
of this incident. 


SECRETARY. OF STATE, 


W30087, DISS. SOMe—TS sorts’. 1/45. 


82 
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Ghee 
From :— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S,OF S, F.O. LONDON. 


Cypher (W/T) 
( 






Despatched 26/1/48 (1715) Received 
No. 37 of 26th January, 1948, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.37 of 26th January. 

















Repeated to Baghdad No,10 SAVING. 
Beirut “a No,12 SAVING, 
Cairo a No,1l1 SAVING, 
Damascus 4 } No,1l SAVING, 
Jedda Mo,12 SAVING. 
B.M.E.0O. No,12 SAVING, 
SECRET, J No,12 SAVING, 


My telegram 29°(of 21st January, 1948) about passge of 
volunteers to Palestine, 


1. On Sunday the 25th I saw King Abdulleh alone for the first time 
since the detachment crossed Transjordan, He was most apologetic 
and said thet he hed been prepared to deny them passage by force 
but had been persuaded not to do so by his ministers and advisers, 
He realises that his own ambitions have been affected adversely by 
the episode, 


2. The general reaction in Transjordan however is one of satisfao- 
tion that the volunteers proceeded, A report that H.M.G,. had made 
an official protest which was broadcast from the Shark el Adna 
station in Palestine has caused a feeling that Transjordan was now in 
line with Syria in the field of patriotism and devotion to the cause 
of Arab Palestine, 


3 In the meanwhile Abdel Qader Pasha el Jundi went to Damascus 

and saw Ismail Safwat and Fauzi Kaoukji (who is back in Damascus), 

He protested against the manner in which Transjordan had been placed 
in a dilemma and both excused themselves on the ground that they had 
been given to understand by the Syrian Prime Minister that every- 

thing was arranged with the Transjordan authorities, They promised 
to give ample notice of any future moves which were intended, 

he After this affair the Transjordan authorities propose to keep in 
closer touch with the Military Technical Committee of the Arab League 
on which they are now in theary represented by Ismail Safwat, They 
have not yet decided to send a special representative of their owns, 


CASK/ D350, Wii). 10/45. PRODROME, 
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riz wo, 8/1014/48. TELEGRAM. — . es 
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From :— 8S.OF S. F.0. LONDON, To :— ae 









Despatched ? Received 24/1/48 (0740) 








of 23rd Jarmary, 1948. 
Following received from(1) Moscow telegram No,122 January 22nd, Begins 


Repeated to Washington, Cairo, Jerusalem, Jedda, Amman, Baghdad, 
Beirut, Damascus (Foreign Office please pes all posts as ny 
» 5935 respectively). 


My telegrams Nos.120 and 121, ( is 


Though to some extent foreshadowed by TRUD (the Japanese 
Ambassador - Sic)reported in my telegrem Noskie“these outright |, 
attacks on the Arab Leaders may not have been the policy mark !w6 ome) 
the significant change from the line hitherto followed by Soviet 
commentary, Already in November FMTTER (Sic) had found it 
necessary to ascribe the increase in anti-Soviet sentiment in 
the Arab World to the influence of the British propeganda on the 
certain reaotion of the Arab(1) elements, Now however it is the 
Arab leaders themselves who from being the dupes appear to be in the 
process of elevation to the rank of willing accompliges on British 


imperialistic plans in the Middle East, 


2. Whether when they decided to support partition of Palestine 
the Soviet Government had already written off the Arabs or 

iwhether they did so after observing subsequent reaction of the 
Arab world I cannot say(1). But it looks as though they have 

now decided they can expect little from the Arab states and that an 
eventual Jewish State even though at first inpatient on American(1)~ 
capital would ultimately prove most reliable and effective channel 
for Soviet penetration of the Middle East. 


telegrams Nos. 25, 5, unnumbered, 5, 5, 
RESTRICTED, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 
(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DISKO, SOM. ct sorts’ 10/45. 
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Cypher ID/OTP 
Code I 9 
u| KEY 
ies ea 
From :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT. To :—H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 24/1/48 (11.40) Received 24/1/48 (12,40) 


No. 10 of 23ra January, 1948, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.52 of January 23rd. 






Repeated to Damascus, Amman, B.M.E.0., and Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem telegram No.133 to the Gelonial Office. 
Arab Operations. ol (FL) 

; When Mr, Evens sew the Lebanese Prime Minister on January 
21st to take the SEDATIVE(1) action envisaged in my telegram No. 10 
to Jerusalem the (Prime Minister Ay was fon See ? submissive) 
and said that he had done his best (often - sic) to meet our wishes 
(esge the MUPTI would not be allowed to establish a "Government" 
here) and that he had on many occasions restrained the tribal 
elements on the Southern Lebanese Frontier, He clearly does not 
want this country to became too deeply gnvolved (at any rate at 
the present stage () omitted) N.P.(L) 

Foreign Office please pass Jerusalem as my telegram No.13. 


HIS MAJESTY*S MINISTER, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057. DISS, SSM. ct aorte’ 10/48, 










(s/1014/48) | ATELEGRAM. (4) 


Cypher 


From :— High Commissioner, JERUBALSM HeM. Minister, AMMAN. 


Received 24,.1.1948 (17.00) 





Despatched 24. 1.1948 (15. 30) 
of 24th January, 1948. 








(Gr. undec) 
I have received His Majesty's letter asking 
me to come over and see him, Unless you see any 
objection I could come over to SHUNEH for lunch 
next week on Thursday or any suitable day after. 
Meanwhile perhaps you would tellHis Majesty I am 
looking into the question of the hospital (2 grs. 
undec.) started by the Arabs themselves (1) 
and willlet him know the situation. 


HIGHCOMA. 


hoyt 
Tie fo wrt 


G 


W30057, DISS, SUM. ctsortes. 10/45. 
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From :— High Coma, JERUSALEM To :— HMM » AMMAN, 







Despatched 24/1/48 (12,06) Received 24/1/48 (16,00) 
of 24th January, 1948. 
















IMPORTANT 
Addressed to Secretary of State 171 Secret, 


Repeated to Amman(1) 186, Baghdad 13, Beirut 187, Damascus 188 
Jedda 15, H.M,.Ambassador Cairo 17 (Please pass to Memin 17) 


Your telegram 24,3 (gp. undec,) Amman telegram No.26 to 
Foreign Office. 


Information pecennt eo movements(1) is still incomplete but it 


appears that some seven mmdred Iraqis and others with arms, 
provisions and good equipment(1) — entered Palestine from Syria 
under the command of  undec, 1 change gives EL FASHER) BEY ES SAF] 


nce ae eek ase Sa is ee ee They are 
reliably reported to be FAWZI QAWUQJI's(1) men of the YARMUK 
detachment but he himself is not thought (to be) with them, 

Further detachments are expected to follow this advance guard in 

few days. 


2. No further information is available as to what extent (if at ell) 
the Transjordan authorities were aware of the passage of these 
troops, though one report states that King Abdulleh made a personal 
effort to (gp. undec, - 2 changes give frustrate) it. 


3. The attitude of the TUBAS detachment is apparently reasonable 
and even friendly but you will appreciate that the presence of such 
comparatively large bodies of well armed Arab troops in Palestine 
must be embarrassing and can hardly fail to leade to clashes with 
oxtatinal) Security Forces(1), A major clash would set the whole 

f Samaria district aflame incontestably with consequent detriment to 
the general situation and to our withdrawal, 


bf 0002 


W357, DISKO. SSM. ctsorts). 10/45. 





there that the strongest sible ssure 
ts lntuae ke Siar os uae eee nee and Sundeenaniahes of the Arab 
States to get these men recalled and to prevent the arrival 
of further bands, while there is yet time, I am taking such 
action as is possible locally with the Arab Higher Committee 2 
but this is a mtter over which (particularly in view of anti- 
HUSSEINI sympathies (agree to - Sic ? agreeing to intended) the 
TUBAS force) that body may have little control, . 


5e Since the above was draftedEMILE GHORY has indicated in 
conversation, which should not be quoted, that the Arab Higher 
Committee is by no means pleased at the incursion, He even 
suggested that the force might be withdrawn, He is going to 
Cairo probably today to discuss the position with the MUPTI, 
GHORY says that the Mufti has already written to the Arab States 
asking them not to send organised contingents into Palestine 
until after May 15th, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(CJB/HA). 


W30057. DIS50. SSM. ct sorts’. 10/45. 


(s/rouyasy (C°PT8D) 
or Clear? jo? 


From .. High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 


WRLOOSHOOR SSK 
XOOS080EaL . SEARS 


Despatched ...2601048.(Ue00.bra)..0 oo... Reod: 261.48 (16.30 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 189. Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda , 
Aden, British Consul, Aleppo, 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 24 and 25» 

(1) At noon yesterday a clash between Jews and Arabs 
took place about 12 Kilos from Jerusalem off the Jerusalen/Jaffa 
final road. Details of casualties are not yet knom but 35 Jews 
are known to have been wounded and 5 others are believed to have 
been killed, 

(2) at 0330 January 25th Jews approached Sukreil Arab 
village, Gaza District, and demolished 17 houses, This was a 
reprisal for the attack on Jews at Wadi Sukreir on January 9th. 
There were no casualties as the village had been evacuated, 

(3) In other incidents casualties weres- British: 1 
wounded. Arabs: 4 killed, 14 wounded. Jews: 1 killed, 3 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


L 


base dee 


: 


Daa 


rus w.s/iou/rs, TELEGRAM: 160 


Cypher (W/T) “scoala 
eee 


Shere 
From ;—H,M,Minister, AMMAN, Te :— S.OF Ss. F,0. Lape. 






Despatched 24/1/48 (19 12) Mecerrert 


No. 3h of 2th Jemuary, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe} of 24th Januarye 





Repeated to UKIEL New York No, 1 


No, 8 SAVING, 
Beirut Noel0 SAVING. 
Cairo No. 9 SAVING, 
Damascus No,l0 SAVING, 
Jedda No.10 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. No,10 SAVING. 

No,10 SAVING, 





under the command of Fauzi Kawkji which was reported in my telegram 
26 (of the 2lst January, 1948) has changed the position described in 
my telegram 390 (of the 23rd of December, 1947) 


The plan forecast in paragraph 3 of my telegram 387 (of the 20th 
December, 1947) has been achieved, Ismail Safwat is in control and 


2 It has been suggested that because of his differences with the 
Mufti Feuzi would be favourably inclined towards King Abdulleh's 


to occupy the Arab areas of Palestine without being involved in 
hostilities. 


3e My own view now is that Trensjordan is not strong enough to 
undertake the task singlehanded in the new circumstatices, I have 


the, Areb ereas of Palestine and on the subject of the future of those 


+ (CS worts). 10/45. 


ASK/HDLEM/HA. % FRODROME, 


Gpphen /o | 
€ode 

Clear (W/T) 

From :— H.M,Minister, AMMAN, To :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, 


Despatched 2/1/48 (11.20) 





Addressed to Damascus telegram No. of 26th Januarye 
Repeated to Foreign Office No.35 


Baghdad No. 9 SAVING, 
Beirut Noell SAVING. (GF - 
Cairo No.10 SAVING, 
Jeada No.1l SAVING. IL. 
B.M.E.0. No,11 SAVING, 

muon, | TMT : |) ) Noell SAVING, 

TMEORTANT, (§ 





Your telegram 12 (of 23rd Jenuary, 1948). 

Approval has been given by Transjordan Government for the 
establishment of a Red Crescent base hospital in Transjordan at 
some site yet to be chosen, Transjordan as the country adjacent 
to the Arab areas of Palestine will be used as the base from which 
all Red Crescent activities in Palestine will be directed, 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/HA). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (4 sorts). 10/45. 


Fe A/T, TELEGRAM 
Cypher ID/OTP ne 

Code 

Grar 

From :— High Coma, JERUSALEM, 





Despatched 26/1/48 (17.40) Received 26/1/48 (20,50) . 


of 26th January, 1948. 





IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to British Legation Beirut 207. 


Repeated to Colonial Office 191, Jedda 16, Ammen 208, Baghdad ls, 
Damascus 141(1) B.M.E.0, Cairo 20 (please pass_to H.M.Ambassador 
Cadro(1) as my telegram 21) Begins. , q 


Your telegram No.325(1)'fY. iS 


The statement in the local press regarding the purchase of 
airoraft from the R,A.F, surplus by the Jews. 


2.(1) 20 AUSTER aircraft were sold by Middle East companies(1) as 
a part of a long term policy, This Government was not consulted, 
The sale was (gp. undec,) in the open mrket after invitations to 
tender had been sent to Arab repeat Arab aswell as other 
purchasing concerns, The highest tender that of AVIRON flying 
Club wes accepted, 


3, The aircraft disposed of were not warlike stores but were 
light commmication aircraft of a type which can be seen advertised 
in civil aviation Journals the world over at the present time, 


Statement along the above lines is being given to the press 
heres ; 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


as :. 


W30057, DISS0, SOM. ct sorts). 10/45. 


(3/1014/48) (COPIED) ff (jo) 
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a TELEGRAM r 


From ..... High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 


DRAKKDHOOR AOE 


Ae etchant. Stee oa Be 
Despatched ....... 27edekS.( 15040 hrs)... Recd: 27.1648 (16.45 hrs) 


46:;.. British Legation, AMMAN. lien ddbobssascgsaeannacanicekin 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





Addressed to Secretary of State No. 195. Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador and Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 26TH. 


(1) According to later reports 10 Jews were killed 
and 2 injured in engagement near Beit Surik referred to in 
paragraph (1) of my telegram 189, Arab casualties have not 
been reported but it is believed at least 1 was killed and 
2 wounded. 

(2) There were no major incidents yesterday. Casualties 


Arabs: 3 killed, 7 wounded, 


were :=- British: 2 wounded. Jews: 1 killed, 4 wounded. 
HIGH COMMISSIONER. 
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From :—High Coma, JERUSALEM. To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched = 27/1/48 (13.40) Received 27/1/48 (16.45) 


21, _ Of 27th January, 1948, 
Addressed to Amman No.21,. Top Secret, 








Repeated to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs No.197. qt 
My tdlegram to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ee 
repeated to Amman 186, 


The inoursion (? of omitted) massed(1) armed Arabs into 
Palestine, 


JISR DAMIYEH and Jisr SHEIKH HUSSEIN are not repeat not 
letgal points of entry into Palestine and I am arr 
to prevent the passage of further traffic by placing 
obstructions at the inner end of the bridges. A party of 
Palestine Police who went to Damiyeh for this purpose during 
the afternoon of January 26th was hindered by members of the 
Arab Legion believed to be(1) part of the Transjordan forces 
and withdrew in order to avoid a clash, 


2. Grateful if you will advise the Transjordan authorities 
without delay of my intentions in this matter and request 

them to warn their frontier guards as the consequences of any - 
further attempt to obstruct the members of the Palestine 
Security(1) Forces in the execution of their duty will be(1) 


serious. 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, | fo 


| oy 


(HDLeM/HA). 
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(G/7030/1/47) 


Ref. No, 15/1/303 
Date 27th January, 1948, 


Your Excellency, 

. I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that a number 
of Transjordan merchants and farmers have cabled His Excellenay the 
Prime Minister requesting that the Sheikh Hussein Bridge, which was 
closed by the Government of Palestine in precaution against the 
spreading of cholera epidemic, may now be reopened, ‘They stress 
that their commercial and agricultural interests adjoining the 
bridge will suffer great losses if the Bridge is not re-opened now 
that danger of cholera has finally disappeared. 

In view of the above, I should be grateful if Your 
Excellency would communicate with the Government of Palestine re the 
matter. 


Please accept, etc, 


(Sgi) Hussein Siraj 
for Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


His Excellency Sir Alec Kirkbride, 
British Minister Plenipotentiary & Envoy Extraordinary, 
AMMAN, ¥ 


Copy ® phe s [it — 


2th Jammury, 1%8, 


Your Eucellenay, 

I have the honour to inform Your Excelleng thet I 
have been advised ty the Palestine authorities tht as Jisr 
Demieh and Jiar Sheikh Hussein are not legal points of 
entry to Fulestine and thet obstructions to prevent their 
Allegal use will be nlaced et the Pelectine ends of the 
bridges. 

It appears thet when a perty of Fnlestine Folice 
visited Demieh for that purpose thay were hindered by 
menbers of the Areb Legion. I am requested to ask Your 
Rxoelleney to be good encugh to ensure that no further 
attempts are made ty the Areb Legion to interfere with 
menbers of the Palestine Security forces. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurence of 
ny highest consideraticn. 


(Sgd.) A. S. KIRKBRIDE 


ape Llancy » 2h wd fee ; 
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FIIE NO.S/101,,/1,8, / 


Cypher (W/?) 
Code 
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From :-H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Repeated to Baghdad 
Beirut 
Cairo 
Damascus 
Jedda 
J 


SECRET, 


the two senior ministers I made a f 
Abdalleh, He covered much the 


paragraph 1 of my telegram (of the 26th January, 1948) and said 


TELEGRAM. 


Despatched 28/1/48 (16.50) Recerved 


27th January, 1918, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.39 of 27th Jamary. 


B.M.E.0O. 
erusalem 





< 
(et) 


ae 


_ SOF S, F,0. 











Noell SAVING, 
Noel3 SAVING, 
No,12 SAVING, 
No,12 SAVING, 
No.13 SAVING, 


protest today to King 
ground as that reported in 


that as far as he was concerned it would not happen again, 

2. I believe that he is genuine when he says that he will not 
permit further volunteers to cross Transjordan but there is in my 
opinion a possibility that circumstances may be too strong for him, 


+ 
W30057, DI350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


FRODROME, 


(COPIED) 
(9/1014,/48) P es 
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From .. High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
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Despatched 2B e148. (15250 bra)... Reod: 28,1,48 (17.00 hrs) 


—_—- 


Al—Ordon Pross, Amman 





Addressed to Secretary of State 207, Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin, (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, Aden, British Consul, Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 27TH. 

(1) at 0740 hours in Haifa two Jews fired at an 
Arab Assistant Superintendent of Police and en Arab police 
inspector who were taking their children to school , the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police was seriously and the 
Inspector slightly wounded, 

(2) During the morning a Royal artillery battery 
travelling along a track to Imara police post, Gaza District, 
was fired on by Arab inhabitants of Khirbet Ikhzaa, Another 
party of soldiers in armoured vehicles travelling from Imara 
also came under fire of the villagers . In each case fire was 
returned from rifles, 4 Arabs were killed and 4 wounded. 

1 British soldier was wounded, It is presumed that the 
villagers thought their village was about to be attacked by 
Jews disguised as British soldiers. 

(3) Casualties in other incidents were: British: 
2 killea (Both in road ambushes) 3 wounded, Arabs : 2 killed 
6 wounded, Jews: 2 killed, 4 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


——— —-= 


TO: Secretary of State. if0. 174 TOP SDORTT I! EDIATE. j 
: 
; ; { 








Froia: igh Coa:issioner for Palestine. 


Datce 24, 1.48. 1430 hours. 
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egra:l WO. 1133 weekly intelligence appreciation. 


> Situation has becowe lore serious with the catry of large 
bands of trained cuerillas fro. adjacent territory. A force of 
200-300 iaen led (it is believed) by a Ger.wn officer has established 
itself in Acre aad sgafed. Its discipline uid cohesion are reported 
as far suverior to anything hitherto séen a.iong the Arabs; the 
aeabers arc paid regular salaries of SP.18. a 2onth; and it hes its 
own cowi1issariat supplied froia Syria and Lebanon to avoid unpopular 
de.cnds on the villages. Thet it has so far attcupted nothing very 
aabitious is probably due to its wish not to clesh with our forces. 
It, Was probably this band or part of it which carricd out an intcasive 
attack during the weck on YUCHIAU settlezcnt with zortars and heavy 
auto.iatics as well as rifles. A sccond larsc band of some 700 
Syrians who are said to be nart of Fouzi :sawa..ji's connaand entcred 
Palestine during the night of 20/21 J:nuary via Tranusjordan. ‘This 
force is well cqyuipped and provisioned, wears batile~dress and has 
its own icchenised transport. Assurauccs are said to have been 
cxuctcd by. Xing Abdullah that this band will ruiinin peossive in 
Je.tral Folestinc uatil the end of the tiendate, but it is hard to 
belicve that public opinion will allow a well-equipped and sclaricd 
portion of the "Libération Aray" to do nothing while local Arabs 

ject the worst of it in Jaffa, Heifa and Jeruscle. cnd while villases 
beay the oruat of Jewish repriscls. A third lerge bond of Circass- 
janus is reported to be én route for liorthern P; lestine. 


2 it stcas likely $hat c new phase of the Arab-Jewish strugsle 
is coout to begin, with foreign trained gucrilla forces doing the 
bul’: of the attacking and the locel Arabs (cpart frou wore or less 
nerJanent oends uuder such lecders cs Abdul .cdur Tusseiai ane 
Ressei: jale.ch which will continue to acct on the ofiensive against 
the casier objectives) being relegated to th defexsive role for 
which they are better fittcd. 


3 Areb iorale has risen stecply as c result... of these re-inforc- 
Gacnts, of the spectacular success of the Ecbronites in liquidating 

a Taganch colu.in near SURIF cuc of the cupture acd suc:essful dis~ 
aantling by the Neationel Guard of « Jewish van fillcd with explosives 
which was to have bucn dctonet.d in ea Areb locality. ven the relat 
ively suvere losses of lift aud daszegc to property causud by Juwish 
reprisals have failcud to check a revival of coufidence on the part of 
th fellchin end the urben proletariat, though the panic of the uidgle 
classcs persists and there is a steady exodus of those who can oreo 
to leave the country. : 


4 The Areb press continucs critical of the rolc of the security 
forces as strongly biassec agcinst the Arabs, but a:ong the populace 
at large there is still considcrable gooé will towards us, cnd the 
cngagé.icnt at YECHIAI, when the police arc suid to heve inflicted 
ccsualties, has failed to have any perceptible ill-cffects. But 
with the arrivel of contingeats of the "Liberation oriy" it is 
difficult to sce how considerable cngazements between the array und 
|\rcb benés are to be avoided unless ( a@ course which we wan hardly 
/contcuplcte 
veoke 





@.tIN Cairo. 

Aibeéssador, tairo. (Pleasc pass to P CLE.) 
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Beirut (4 — fre . 
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contemplate) « arc prepared to retain inective while Jewish 
scttleuecnts ore OXterminated. Thus we have to face the possibility 

t unless the withdrawal of these contingents can be procured, we 

8 2 find ourselves in ful! conflict with the Arabs as ia 1936-39 

wi serious deiage to our programe of withdrawal and harm to Anglo- 
Arab relations both in Palestine ané@ in the fiddle East generally. 


5 The *«ws for their part though professing confidence in their 
cans of @efence azcinst cnything which the Arabs cen mount agcinst 
the arc belicved to be worried about the future, and perticulerly 

ut the cconsaie consequences of a long struggle of attrition. 
-nerc.sing i portance is bcing attachcé to the despatch of cn inter 
national force, aad it igs known that the Jewish Agency will @o ell in 
its power to influence the Security Council to this end, sta tin; 
With pressure by Zionist groups in the U.S. ou the State Depertucal. 


6. The Jewish Agency cud Veod Lewai are reported to hcve coplitcd 
their arrangcucats for the establishicnt ot the cpprspricte aouent 

of & provisional sovermacat. “1¢igiann is president ccsiznetec, cad the 
way Ls pupertcé to have been elcercd for Ben Gurica's pre:aiership by 
the acecptaace by Silver of the vicc presidency and by Ro.uwez's Cisin- 
clinction to coutest the issuc with his 01d colleasuc. Other 
runource eppoint.icnts are : shertok forcign ‘Ainister, Kaplan treasurer, 
3en (vi (or Roach} iatcrior, Bernstcin cowuwree cad incustry, irs 
“iyerson Labour, gich e€efcnec. The last .icationed has now anparently 
throwa ia his lot with Hosho.wr “etzair, aud is cxpected to be chicf 
cxponent of a pro-Russian policy. The parc.iountcy of ilapci is 
cssurcd cne the Civic Bloc is renortcd to be dissctisfied with its 
share. Revisionists have been excluded but szucct Isracl is reput- 
cdly preparcd to join in cdainistretion of the now stetc. No thousht 
secs to have been given to the lerse Arab Hiaority's richt to a 

shere in the Govei micnt. Furthcor represcatation will probably be 
found for jiiarcki. 


Te. iegotiations cre well advanced for the ucreer of achdut Avoda 
and Hashoucr [atzeir. 


8. Although no fornel ag srcencnt hes apparcatly beca reached between 
the Hagenah and the National ililitery Orczenization the two bogies ere 
reported to be workins in close collaboration in operations asainst 
the Arebs in the thrce main towns. That this is only cn alliance of 
expediency secnu8 to be indicated by the recrudcnee of :zutual kidnepp= 
ings. The Netional Wilitary Orzcnigzation cccuses the Hacanch of the 
torture cnd iurdcr of one of its members who the Hocanah stated was 
killed by Arabs. The ,Stern Ging has also been cctive azainst Arabs 
annarently in un inécpenéent cepacity. 


9. There has been some slight isprovement in the attendence of local 
stoff at Governicnt offices in Jerusclem, but the cdiainistration 
wechine is still only workiug at part capcaity. 


10. The caapoign to publicize the plicht of Jews in the Olc City of 
Jerusalcia continues. It has lon; been known that ueny Jews now in 

the Old City wishec to leave it; thcre is now cvidence to show thet the 
Ha sanah, considering no doubt that any larse-scale exocus would have a 
C moralizine cffeet both Loucclly ance on worlé Jewry, are forcibly 
preventing Jewish faailics from leaving the city in’ rcturnins Aray 
convoys. Accequcte fooc supplies have been taintaincd by the Aruy; 

but they were so unfcirly distributcc by. Jews theisclves that the Ariay 
is consiccrii> undetaking the Cistribution, 


rts It is hopec that the C.R.%, will be workine a-ain very shortly. 
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From:— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON. - To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Received 29/1/48 (06,30) 





Despatched 28/1/48 (21,40) 
No. 45 of 28th Jamary, 1948, 
DMEDIATE. 


Following received from Washington telegram No.403 of January 26th, 
Begins, 
SECRET, ‘ 


This morning LOVETT summoned me urgently to the State 
Department I found him in a condition not far off really alarmed 
bo evar pee I informed him the way things are shaping (? in 

tted) Palestine, : 


2. He said he wished to speak to m as unofficially and 
informally as possible and that he hoped what I might pass on to you 
would be taken in that way, He was in an extremely difficult 
situation which obliged him to turn to us for help. The Jews 

were after him to lift the embargo which the U.S.G, had put upon 

the exportation of arms to the (Middle East)(2). Worse than that 
they had won the ear(1) of a large group of senators and congressmen 
by dint of a TERRIFIC drive against what they claimed to be 7¥é 
injustice of the American embargo in the face of the continued 
supplying by ourselves of arms to the Arabs. 








* 


Je Here he showed me SHEAVES of full page newspaper advertisment 
(s)(2) such as we(1) became accustomed (recently}(2)(? to omitted) 
get. The Jews were bombarding congress with tens of thousands of 


telegrams which were having so devestat ste effect upon its 
members that three "not ordinary" senators(1 ANDENBERG ALEC Smith 
(gp. undec.) good friends)(1) 


of New JERSEY and IVES of New York t ee 
him Sunday (and 4) yesterday in order to warn 
had broken in on hi ( 1) ( (TW) too(1) strong to resist 


h sure looked like 
ee ne eee The three Senators had said that they could be 


much longer 
pi were deaf to all emotional appeals but that they must be sure 
that there (gp. undec, ? could be) a shred of eriaaees oe 
on 
the Jews ould bese a ae pa rte =e. eing | a 


fp. pee BY ie aneetggn coben 7 
hivacce 
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he In feply I did not(T#) spare him about the part played by his 
Govermmant in bringing about the present situation in Palestine and 
I ay him thet all I knew about our position in regard to the 


su) of arms to the Arabs (see your telegram 11795 to me and 
3917(@2) to New York), He said he was aware of all that and he 
produced a memorandum on the subject which we had given to him 
last(1) November, But the present situation was so(1) full of 

te that he felt obliged to(1) warn us and to express the urgent 
hope we might see our(1) way to suspend for the time being the 
exportation of arms to the Middle East, for the three Senators had 
said that (it would be)(@) impossible to persuade congress to 
discredit the Jewish fen that a considerable part of these arms 
found their way into t “hands of the Arabs now fighting the Jews in 
Palestine, He could not ignore the Senator%s' warning. 


5. The last thing he wanted to do was to remove the American(TW) 
embargo or in any way to embarass H.M.G, but he most earnestly hoped 
we oould dikvise some(1) way to suspend the exportation of arms 
excepting such as were needed for internal security until the present 
storm had BLOWN itself(1) out.(1) What he would like to see and 
what would be the only thing to prevent (7 gps. undec "=repetition 
asked for)" into somet irresistible, would be a statement 
(made by the Embassy here) to the effect that in view of all the 
circumstances we had decided upon such temporary suspension, He 
begged for a(1) very early decision, I told him I did not think 
the need to take it would be welcome to you, (1) 

e 


Please see my immediately following telegram, 


Addressed te Cairo telegram No.139(1)(Jemary 28th, Baghdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, Amman and B.M.E.0, Cairo. 


(HDLeM/HA). ~ 


W30057. DISKO, SSM. ctsorts’. 1745. 


j 









FILE NO,S/1014/48. ‘"ATELEGRAM. 7 aif ji!) 





Cypher 4/OTP 4 

Code / 

(heer | 

From :—S,OF S, F.0._ LONDON, To:— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 


29/1/48 (19.57) Received 29/1/48 (20,30) 
of 29th January, 1948. 


Despatched 













IMMEDIATE. 


TOP SECRET. 

Addressed to Cairo telegram No.143 of January 29th, Baghdad, Jedda, 
Beirut, Demascus and Amman, ot 

Repeated for information B,M.E.0. ! ( U) ; 


Washington telegram No.403° to Foreign Office repeated to you. 


You will see that in LOVETT's opinion the Jewish pressure for 
the lifting(1) of the American embargo on the purchase of arms to the 
Jews in Palestine will become(TW) irresistible unless we are able to 
make an intelligent statement saying that we have decided upon a 
temporary suspension of deliveries of arms to the Arab states. 


~ ee 
2, We ere neverhteless prepared to continue deliveries which we 
are et present under contract to make to the Governments of Egypt 
and Iraq and to tell the Americans that in view of our treaty 
bonds(1) we cannot agree to their suspension, — We are not sure 
however that this course would be;one most advantageous to the Arabs 
themselves and we have therefore decided to consult the Arab 
Governments on the situation., 


3. You should therefore inform the Government to which you are 
accredited of the substance of the two preceding paragraphs and 
should then put to them the considerations outlined below, (You 
should) (2) of course not mention Lovett's name and should present 
the material in paragraph 1 above as our own appreciation of the 
position, 


h. The advantage which the Jews would obtain from a 1) lifting of 
the American embargo in their favour would be out of al proportion 
to any advantage which the Arabs in Palestine could derive from our 
shipments to the Arab States. Whether or not the Palestine 
Government/see2 


W30057, DISSO, 55M, ctaorts. 10/48, 





Palestine Government was able to prevent the delivery of arms to 
the Jews before May 15th we should have no right to interfere 


after that date, 


5. The Arab Governments may therefore wish to consider whether 

it would not be to the advantage of the Arab cause in Palestine if 
our deliveries of arms were temporerity suspended (say for 6 months 
in the first(1) instance) on condition that. the American embargo 
continued to be enforced, 


6, If this arrangement were made it would be understood that if 

. the U.S,Government were for any reason to find it necessary to 
raise the embargo or failed to enforce it we should at once 

resume the delivery to the Arab States, We have of course no 
desire to delay the delivery of arms to them except to the extent 
to which they egree this is desirable in their own interests, You 
cannot emphasise this too strongly; it is the core of our plan, 


7e The only states to which we are under contract to deliver 
armaments in the course of the next six months are Iraq and Egypt. 
We might also(1) wish to arrange the supply of a certain amount 
of equipment to Transjordan as a result of the present discussions 
here, I am asking His Majesty's Representativesin Jedda, Beirut 
and Damascus to sent the issue to the Governments to which they 
are accredited(1) because it is a mtiter of concern to all the 
Arab states and it is any case likely that the Egyptian and Iraqi 
Governments will wish to consult the other menbers of(1)the Arab 
League. The Prime Minister of Trans jordan will be sounded in 
London but His Majesty's Minister in Amman may(1) also wish to 


speak to the King. 
8, ‘For your own information(1) we are(1) telling the State 


. Depertment that the Middle East countries concerned will 


if H.M.G. to suspend deliveries the U. 
einen a e fact continue to enforce their ban on ay 


export/..03 
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export of arms to either side, It is clear that only the U.S. 
Government can answer the questions on this point and if they 
consider they cannot repeat not hold the present position they 
should explore with the Middle East countries concerned the 
willingness to forego the deliveries of arms on the understanding 
that the present ban in the United States is mintained, Meanwhile 
I should like an early indication of the reaetion to your 


preliminary soundings. 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057, DIS50. 55M. ct sorte. 10/46. 
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4 —TELEGRAM 


From ...... High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
ODO MORES Tie 


To British Legation, AMMAN, 


sade 
Despatched ..20¢2e#8 (10.00 hrs) 0... | Reods 30,1648 (11.45 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 





IMMEDIATE 
Addressed to Secretary of State 219, Repeated 
to Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please 
pass to Ambasmador and Commander in Chief) Beirut, 
Damascus, Amman, Jedda, Aden, British Consul ,Aleppo. 
INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 28TH 


(1) At 1130 hours in Tel Aviv 5 armed Jews held 





up and disarmed police guards on the prison ward in 
Meyarkon Hospital and removed two prisoners who were 
patients there and were being held on charges of murder 
and possession of firearms. 

(2) Heavy firing broke out during the evening and 
continued at night in the Jaffe/Tel Aviv border area. 

(3) Casualty figures in all incidents are as 
follows :- Arabs 4 killed, 22 wounded. Jews : 2 wounded, 


Others: 1 wounded. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


MILE NO.S/1014/1,8, er 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S, F.O. LONDON. 






Despatched 30/1/48 (11.58) 


_ be of 30th Jemary, 1948 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Nog4. of 30th Januarye 





Repeated to Damascus No. 5 
No.13 SAVING, 
Beirut _~. NoOel5 SAVING, 
Cairo A Noel3 SAVING, 
Jedda ; 4 No.15 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. i { No.1, SAVING, ‘ 


Jerusalem Noe15 SAVING, — 
SECRET, ee 


My telegram 39 (of 27th Jemmary, 1948) about volunteers from 
Syria, j 

On Tuesday the 27th a report of the pending arrival of 
another detachment destined for the Nablus hills was received 
here, King Abdullah sent the Mutassarif of Irbid to Dera'a to 
telephone to Damascus that the detachment would be denied entry 
to Transjordan, 

He was told that no move of intended but this may not be 
true. I should be grateful for any information available in 
Dams.scuse 

FRODROME, 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 
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From :— H.C.JERUSALEM, To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 30/1/48 (13.32) Received 301/48 (15645) 






235 


Addressed to His Majesty's Minister 235 
Repeated to Secretary of State 22), 





hor 
Secret, 





Your telegram 29 and 39 to Foreign Office, 

It would be of great assistance to me if I could be 
informed of the terms of the protest(1), for publication locally. 
You will appreciate that to the Pelestinians the bare statement 
that a formal protest has been made seems remote and 
unconvincing; moreover it is necessary to reply to the | o 
considerable Jewish criticism as evidenced in a telegram from 
UsK,. delegation New Yark to the Foreign Office No.239 describing 
the complaint about TUBAS cencentration which has been made by 
SHERTOK to United Nations Palestine Commission, ee 


gh 2) 
Ey ws a 7 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


(HDLeM/HA), qs, 0 
etsortay. yas. i j 
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From :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT, To :— H.M.Minidter, AMMAN, 
Despatched 28/1/48 (20,52) Received 29/1/48 (06,30) 


' Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.66 of Jamery 27th, 





Repeated to Jerusalem, B.M.E.O., Amman, Baghdad, Damascus, Jedda 
and Cairo, = 
SECRER, qi 
Jerusalem telegram er Foreign Offices; Arab Operations, 
I submit that so long as this force remains reasonable and 
even friendly it would as a matter of tactics be better not to 
intervene at this stage with all the Arab Governments (at least 
not with those such as the Lebanese Government which are not 
immediately concerned) but rather to leave the initiative to the 
Areb Higher Committee (compare paragraph 3), They would probably 
only cantend that after all the Zionists have at their disposal 
in HAGANA a considerable armed and disciplined force; the Arabs 
on the other hand having taken no steps to organise their 
resistance until United Nations Organisation announced its 
. decision, must now mke up leeway, The Arabs moreover consider 
whether rightly or wrongly the entry of the volunteers into 
Palestine to he as justifiable as the Jewish immigration, 


2. If this particular force should abandon its present 
apparéntly defensive role before May 15th we should then I submit, 


be in a position to make representations with t® greater 
likelihood of success, 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram Mo,16, 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0, as my telegram 21, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER. 


wht aH MM. sct svete: 10/45, 
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From :— H.M.Charge d'Affaires, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. 


BAGHDAD, 


Despatched 30/1/48 (18,10) Received 30/1/48 (19.15 


of 30th January, 1948. 
BAFORTANT, a 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noell, of January 27th, 


Repeated to Damascus, Amman, Beirut, B.M.E.0., U.K.Del.New York 
3 Saving Jedda and *Jerusaiem, 


My telegram No.9); Iraqi volunteers for Palestine. 
A further batch of 450 volunteers left here by train for 


Syria on Jermmary 20th, All were ex-army and Police and 215 were 
ex=N.C.0's, They were said to be commanded by ex Col,MEHDI SALEH EL 


ANI and will report to TARAAL HASHIMI. 


H.M.CHARGE d' AFFAIRES, 


(HDLeW/HA). 


W30057. DISKO. SSM. ct sorts’. 10745. 
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From — H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—S.OF Ss. F.0. LONDON. 


Despatched 29/1/48 (16.38) 


of 29th Jmuary, 1948. 









"> ) 
aie ) 


Your telegram No.6, \\ 
Following is repetition asked for, Paragraph 2. 
"A report that His Majesty's Government had made an official 


protest". 
"3, In the meanwhile Abdel Qader Pasha el Jundi went to 


Damascus and saw Ismeil Safwat and Fauzi Kaoukji (who is back 


in Damascus)$ He protested" 


FRODROME. 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W30057. DIS50, 55M. (3 sorta). 10/45. 
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TELEGRAM 


From High Gomniasioner, JERUSALEM 


SRK ROORESIOERT 
XO. wn eeenseweresees - 
Despatched ..30e2048.( 20.00. hrs). Reodt 31.41.48 (11.30 hrs) 


—— 


To... British Legation, AMMAN, 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed to Secretary of State No. 227. Repeated 
Washington- United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador, Commander in Chief) Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Jedda, 
Aden, British Conaul,Aleppo, 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 29TH, 

(1) At 0830 hours a Jewish clerk in Department of 
Agriculture was fired on by Arabs and slightly wounded outside 
his office in Jerusalem. One of the attackers was later arrested, 

(II) At 1945 hours in Ben Yehuda street, Jerusalem, 
two British constables in uniform were shot and killed by 
unknown persons, 

(ITI) At 2205 hours in Zion square, Jerusalem, unknown 
persons threw a bomb which injured five Jews, 

(IV) There were ten cases of train hold-ups or 
attempted hold-ups by Arabs. In two cases police or military 
were in time to arrest some of the robbers and recover part 
of the stolen goods, 

(V) Casualties apart from those mentioned above weres- 
British: 1 wounded (An R.A.S.C. driver slightly wounded by an 
Arab who stole his rifle). Arabs : 1 killed, 3 wounded. Jews: 
6 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S,OF S. F.O. LONDON. 





Despatched 31/1/48 (12.46) Recetved 





No. 46 of 51st Jarmary, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe46 of 31st January. 


Repeated to Jerusalem No.l6 SAVING. 
SECRET, \o™ 


Jerusalem's telegram 197°(of 27th January, 1948) about Jisr 


1. I did not consider it necessary or advisable to make too 
strong a protest or to threaten serious consequences in connection 
with what was no more than an error of judgement on the part of a 
very junior officer, 


I spoke to King Abdullah who agreed st once that the Arab 
Legion had been wrong and sent a brief formal note to the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, 

2, In the meanwhile the Transjordan authorities have asked that 
Jisr Sheikh Hussein should be kept open as its closure will 

force traffic between Transjordan and Haifa through a predominantly 
Jewish area at Jisr Majami, 


I hope that it will be possible to met this requeste 


PRODROME, 


(ASK/HDLEM/HA) 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. 


Despatched 51,1,1948 (12,55) Reeetved 






Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.48 of 3ist January. 





Repeated to Jerusalem (No. 4 
' VW) 
SECRET, ae 


Jerusalem's telegram 235 (of the 30th January). 


I believe that it is contrary to the usual diplomatic 
practice to publish the terms of a commmication of the type 
under reference, In any case the publication of the terms 
of the protest which I mde to King Abdullah would be taken 
by him as a humiliation put upon him deliberately by an ally. 
His reactions could not fail to be unfavourable specially if 
it appeared to be the case that the action was taken to mollify 


the Jewish Agency, 


I trust, therefore, that it will be decided not to 
proceed with the proposal which would put me in a most 
difficult position personally. 


FRODROE, 


(ASK/HDL&M/HA). 


W30057. DI350. 55M. Cs sorts). 10/46. ) 4) * ) / 
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From :— F.0. London To:—H.M. Minister, ANMAN. 






Despatched Re 2. 1948, Received i Bo 1948 ( 125 20) 





No. 54 of Slst. Janttary, 1948. 


| e434 
IMMEDIATE. | ei 
SECRET. He 
Addressed to Amman telegram 0654 of January 
3lst. repeated for information a 
Jerusalem telegram No.255 to you. You will 


no doubt inform the High Commissioner of the terms of 












your protest. But there should be no repeat no 
publication except on instructions from here. 
Meanwhile I should welcome your comments on the 


High Commissioner's suggestion. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Cx [al 


W057, DISKO, SOM. taunt) 10785 


Do 
Wy) 


FE IOAS/IOWS.__-ELEGRAM. a 


Cypher ¥/OTP 
tear 
From :— S.OF S, F.0. LONDON, To:— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 















Received 1/2/48 (11,30) 





Despatched 1/2/48 (11,10) 
of 31st Jamery, 1948. 





It EDIATE. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No,166 of January 31st and to Baghdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, Amman(1) (repeated)(2) for information to 
B.M.E.O. a 


TOP SECRET, A Ly 


My telegram No.143 to Cairo, 


His Majesty's Ambassador Washington has explained to(1) Mr. 
IOVETT our position as outlined in my telegram under reference, 
Mr, Lovett expressed the hope that the action taken by His 
Majesty's Representativesin the Middle East would have the effect of 
inducing the Arab States concerned to see the wisdom of consenting 

~ to the temporary suspension of deliveries, He could not however 
give any firm undertaking that the U.S.Government would maintain 
their embargo in the face of pressure from Congress. At first 
glance he doubted the value of the suggestion that his Government 
should sound the Arab Governments concerned but said it would be 
carefully considered, 


2. Lovett's attention was drawn to MARSHALL's statement at a 
press conference that no considerstion was being given xm at 
present to a relaxation of the American embargo against the 
shipment of arms and ammmition to Palestine. He said that this 
did not mean that there had been any lessening of Congressional 
pressure. On the contrary xhm he fesred thet it would increase, 


He reiterated that the last t t+ his Government wented 
a. to be compelled to lift the saboree Suggested we mi pt help, hin 
by calling (attention)(TW) through a perliament = —o as 
existing prohibition the(1) import of arms to ° 
shall endeavour to take this actions 


if oe02 


WSOOK;, DEO. SoM. rt ite 





he In spite of Marshall's statement and Lovett's reaction 
against the approach by the U.S.Government to the Arab . 
Governments we should still like to learn the reaction of the 

latter to the question put in my telegram under reference, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


(Sap). 


Wass. Dine, SSM. aurt iy ts 





UIE N0.S/10Uy/48,, _/ TELEGRAM. 4 24) 
Cypher ID/OTP 


Opie : ak od fo~ 
beeen ~~ 3s) 
From :—H.C. J¥RUSALEM. To :—H,.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 1/2/48 (17.30) Received 1/2/48 (19.40) 





IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Amman No.275« 
Repeated to Secretary of State No.259, Damascus Noe276. 


SECRET, f? 
ae ((/0) 
My telegram No,.270, eae et ne 


You should know that the Trensjordan Arab Legion guard at 
DAMIYEH Bridge (on whom we have been relying} recently refused to 
allow the Palestine Police to establish themselves at our end of 
the bridge. In view of their action in permitting the crossing of 
this second large party on the night of Janusry 29th end January 
30th only a few hours efter assurances given to me by King Abdulleh 
the Inspector General of the Police visited the bridge(1) personally 
yesterday and arranged for it to be dismantled to the extent 
necessary to prevent crossing by vehicles. 


2, I mst now ask that in making a further strong(1) protest 
tg the Trans jordan Government repeat Transjordan Government (as 
destinct from the King)(2) they may be informed that if there is 
any further incident of this nature at DAMIYEH or(1) SHEIK HUSSEIN 
bridge this Government will have no alternative but to destroy both 
bridges. The terms of this protest and warning should in my view 
be published as soon as possible and not be delayedX on account of 
any consideration such as that mentioned in your telegram No.8. 

\ 





HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


4 pote | 
w ee itt / y: 15 —~ 





FITE NO.S/10U,/1,8. _/ TELEGRAM. nc | 
Cypher ID/OTP KY 
(once <a 

Gtear 

From :—H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 1/2/48 (19,05) Received 1/2/48 (19445) 


of ast February, 1948. 





DODIATE 

Addressed to Foreign Office No,.62(1). 

Repeated to Beirut, Amman and Jerusalem, 

CONFIDENTIAL (1) ‘vb ) 7 9 ) 
Your telegram Now48, ‘ ¥ 


There has been no further mention! of this protest and(1 
indeed I hardly think the terms of note called for a reply. 
You will remember there was aecetone (gp. undec.)-to the 
(Palestine)(2) Governments reservation oe unde@, ) 


2. As regards that part of the Perliamentary Question which 

{refers to(2) further violation of the frontier of course you 

will have in mind thet the movement of volunteers recorded in 

Amman telegram No.29 to you was from Syria to “alestine via 

Trensjorden i.e. the Syrian-Palestine Frontier wes not violated, 

At the end of my conversation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

last night(1) he asked me whether it was true we had protested 

to the Transjordan Government. I replied in the affirmative. 

WLE. said that he feared that there would be a worsening of the 

situation in Palestine in February to which I replied thet I 

trusted that the Syrian-Palestine frontier was being.well guarded, 

This remark brought protestations of friendship, This incidental 

conversation is clearly not for publication and for the future it is 

deeds rather than words that will count, But in so far as the last 

part of the Parliamentary Question may have to be dealt with I 

suggest that the reply might be to. the effect that the Syrian 

Governwent can be in no $doubt {of the serious view taken by His 

Majesty's Government(1) 6f any violation of the Syrian-Palestine 
ontier. 


Girau/r), 
Wass, T3505 GOM. ct eurt  pydh 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, 


FILE NO.S/101,/18, eae 









rh 
Cypher ID/OTP 
as 
From :—3.M.Minister, DAMASCUS. To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 31/1/48 (16,58) Received 31/1/48 (17.00) 


No. ? of 30th Jammary, 1948, 













Addressed Foreign Office 59. 
Repeated Ammen, Jerusalem(1), and to Beirut, Cairo(1), Jedda, 


SECRET. I/ 5 
Amman(1) telegram <u yous 


Volunteerse 


B.M.F.0. Savings 


This report confirms the information given in stict 
confidence to a member of my staff last night by the British 
Adviser to the Ministry of Defence to the effect that 45 
civilian lorries each carrying 25 volunteers had left Damascus 
on the night of January 28th, They were said to be en route 
to Allenby Bridge vie Amman, The organisation of this movement 
4s said to have been carried out by TAHA EL HASMI(1) whose 
office is in the Ministry of Defence, 


fr 
Coes - HIS MAJESTY'S MINIST=R, 


fe 
(hte). 


W357. DSi. SAM. creorta. mya 


Fiz NO.8/10u,/8, ~TELEGRAM. 


Cypher ID/OTP 

cae 

Gear 

From :— H.C. JERUSALEM, To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 













Despatched 30/1/48 (20400) Received 32/1/48 (11,30) 


246 of 30th Januery, 1948. 
Addressed to His Majesty's Minister Damascus No, 2) Confidential, 






Repeated to Beirut 245, Baghdad 18, Jedda 17, Cairo 29, Ammen 21,6, 
Secretary of State 231 All confidential. 


Consular Guards. 

In regard to(1) the scale of ammmition prescribed in my 
telegram to you 163 « reserve of 250 rounds per "free" rifle or 
pistol may be held under lock and key with atx reserve automatics, 
2. It will simplify the procedure if all matters relating to 
Jerusalem to consuler guards are dealt(1) with between the Consul 
in Jerusalem of the country concerned and this Government 
(represented by the District Goniissioner Jerusalem) rather than 
by the Government of the country concerned and British 
representatives in their capitals, Suggest that you invite 
Lebanese Government to cane accordingly. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W0O5s. Die, SoM. oct sort inde 


TR MATOMAS eA ab 












Cypher 1p/orp / 
ede _/ Pr 

a ; 

From:— S.OF S. F.0O. LONDON. To :—H.M.Minister, ANNAN, 


of 31st Jenuary, 1948. 


Despatched 1/2/48 (11.45) 













Addressed to Damascus telegram Noe48 of January 31st. 
Repeated to Beirut, Amman, Jerusalem, 

Following Parliamentary Question has been put down for 
February \th, 

"T9 ask Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if any reply 
has been received from the Syrian Government to the protest 
of H.M.G,. against the attack in the North of Palestine 
which took place on January 9th and what action does H.M.G, 
contemplate to prevent further violations of the frontier". 


SYRIANS 
2, Heve wna wee (gpsumdec,) this subject since(1) the 
conversation recorded in(1) your telegram Nosh5e. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W005;, DESia SoM. ct wort wna 


(8/101A/48) = (COPIED) 7 


TELEGRAM : 7 


-omme oner, Ji : To. British Legation, AMMAN, 





XEOORX ecccccesccesecose «+2 enese . 
Despatched Bel 248 (13-00 hrs). x Reod: 31.1.48 (16,00 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 








Addressed to Secretary of State No. 236. Repeated to 
Washington=- United Kingdom Delegate-, Memin (Please pass to 
Ambassador & Commander in Chief), Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, Aden, British Consul ,Aleppo, 


INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 


There were no major incidents but sporadic firing on 
Jeffe/Tel Aviv border continued, Casualty figures in all 
incidents weres- Arabs: 2 killed, 5 wounded. Jews: 1 killed 


5 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 





Vipul peep andlerd 
hirter of hee pate Lepm § OH ty Sayin Cronye 
th hr Selene ate I bgp bres Kal Aor wort pnoladt 
Ht Int Corecens? Ket bam amcting B recewe Hais roters 


| betes 5 xe es BA 





Ae) ASD) HA) 


ape Bi o-N55 


Satya od 





ttn cota, 


Sper Ege Se VUEA/V/TA Bak A/T IT Le 5 LO Stl ok Gu! 
ome nerd SLi Le, ii lye pt Glace Mags cl Lede Socal Gl pry ly thle Cam Geil ‘ 
tam ly, oly Il GE yar IEW pl ey VE an tek ie bls per re Gk fy! 
rely) sl nerd id cy tize be YS spell OV pol meld peel by pel Fs Li! 
5 ahead poled 
Vy sped ol le Jew pny Ghyll pall I Lied sage Bes VI ySdl oI 
8 Ketel Ve I pe JESU FV pl herd LS Ge aed gpl ow G+! 


a fol RNASE Jpt Fs Lelomlek IpLaic, 


$a II np vu, 
Ss 
aS 


as 


a pS S ee) pend Fs Led em bee Spain 
— ole — prowl sabi Geet sgt! Flag js! 
mmm 


Lot. 


7 /a 
iea/0/TI 


Shan sihipdish, 


Spm Ege ge VIEA/V/ TA Bey AJIT /. a LIS Stl ok Gl 
ole obs a itil pe Gla be ol, Made Sinem ll pay ly bheloy Cre Jl 
feel, oly I AE Oger IEW pel IU pede He Lele p> oe ke pry 
aed gh me ettpe be YT Spel OY pol med bee thy eh soba! 
5 hed pols 

Vy pred ob de Jet Cipey ail peli Lielis te Bes VI thd! yy! 
* Rpg Thode JRL G5 I gpl etl Li cn a dal gyidl Ge use! 


gall SHS NSE pd FUL lol IpLadsy 


as 


i 


Se ISS he ped 3d Le be Fy nm 


mle pel cba Gry ttdlly opie! gla ll pip! | 
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Cypher 
Condexx 
Geax 
From:— Highcoma, JERUSALEM. To:—H.M. Minister, Amman. 


Received 31.1448 (14.40) 





Despatched 31+1.1948 (15.00) 
of 3lst. January, 1948, 






MOST IMMEDIATE. Af § 


Addressed to Amman No.260 Secret repeated to 
Secretary of Stste No. 245, 


uy, telegram No.214 repeated to Secretary of 
State No.19 


The Incursion into Palestine. 





: Recenet information indicates that another 
party entered via DAMIYAH on the night of January 
28th. January. 29th and that a 3rd contingent is expected 
shortly. I am sending partied forthwith to close 
Palestine ends of Damiyah and Sheikh Hussein 
Bridges. Grateful if you will advise Transjordan 
authorities accordingly asking them to ensure repeat 
ensure that no obstruction occurs. 


HIGHCOMA. 


ot 


ag 


W008], DIS5O. SOM. «torte. 1745. 


PILE NO,S/1014/48. J TELEGRAM. ‘ > 










Cypher (W/T) 

Code 

Giesr 

From:— H,M,Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF S. F.O. LONDON, 


x, 





Despatched 2/2/48 (10.54) 
No. 52 of ist February, 1948. 







IMMEDIATE, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.52 of lst Februarye 
Repeated to Baghdad No.16 SAVING, 
Beirut No,18 SAVING, 
Cairo No.16 SAVING, 
Damascus No,16 SAVING, 
Jedda No,18 SAVING, 
B.M.E.0. “—\ Noel7 SAVING, 
Jerusalem No,19 SAVING, 


TOP SECRET. Al | 
Your telegram Noe to Cairo (of 29th January, 1948). 
King Abdullah's reaction was that the Jews would find 

means to avoid the ‘een embargo on the export of arms or 

find alternative sources of supply, The Arabs had no such 
ability and would have to depend on their ally for supplies. 

He hoped therefore that arms and equipment destined for 


Transjordan would not be stopped even temporarily. 


PRODROME, 
(ASK/CIB/HA). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (5 sorts). 10/45. 


2 










€ 


FILE WO.8/1014/A8. U/ TELEGRAM. 39) 
Cypher (w/n) Ze 


i 
sheer 
From :— 1,M,Minister, AMMAN, To :— Highcoma, JERUSALEM. 









2/2/48 (11.25) 





Despatched 
lst February, 194.8, 








Addressed to Jerusalem tele 






Repeated to Foreign Office 
Your telegram No. of 31st Jermerf, 1948). 
No further organised contingents of volunteers have 
entered Palestine from Trans jordan, As regerds reported 


nn 


ee a further contingent over,see my telegram 
No.44-to Foreign Office (of 30th January, 1948), I think 





thet it would be good tactics to treat request of Transjordan 
Government for re-opening of Jisr Sheikh Hussein sympathetically 
referred to in my telegram No.46 to the Foreign Office, 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/MH/HA), 


W30057. DI350. 55M. (:t sorta). 10/45. 







Clear (W/T) 
From :— i.M,Minister, AMMAN, To:— S,0F S. F.0, LONDON. —. 

(y ) 
Despatched 2/2/48 (11,05) Received Ue 
No. 54 of 2nd February, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.5. of 2nd February. 
ae 
Repeated to Jerusalem — No.20 SAVING, 


My telegram ve the 31st of January) about Jisr Damiyeh, 
The following is a translation of the reply of the Trans jordan 


Government to ny ey See :- 
I have the hon er to Your Excellency's letter 


$/101,/48 dated 28th January, 1948, regarding the Sheikh Hussein 
and Demiyeh bridges. In connection with the refusal by certain 
members of the Arab Legion to close the Damiyeh bridge on the 
Palestine side, I beg to say that it is most probable the men 
concerned had been waiting to receive their orders through 
Headquarters, and might. have suspected the authenticity of the on 
erriving Policemen, owing to the practice by the Jews to wear Army 
or Police wiforms for execution of their criminal plans. 


The Transjordan Government regrets the misunderstanding and is 
taking measures to ensure that members of the Transjordan Arab 


begion shall not intervene again in the affairs of the Security 
Authorities in Palestine. 


(ASK/HA). FRODROME. 


W30057, D1350, 55M. (3 sorta). 10/45. ff 





FILE NO.S/10U4/48. 1/ TELEGRAM. “ 


Cypher (1/7) - 
Gloar 
From :—3,M.Minister, MMAN. To :—High Coma, JERUSALEM. 


Despatched 2/2/48 (16,35) 





Addressed to Jerusalem No.6 of 2nd February. sis 

Repeated to Foreign Office ti = we We ) 

SECRET. oa 
Your telegram 275 ae wn ‘Ist of February, 1948)» 

1. Before taking action on your wssage I should like further 

information on the alleged intérference of the Arab Legion with 

the Pelestine Police, (26 ‘this SafAtenk other teen that reported 

in your message mA the27th of January, 1948) and referred 

to in my wire No.46 to the Foreign Office (of the- aaee of 

January, 1948). (eZ 

2, You will see from my telegram No.5 (of Ist-Februery, 1948) that 

the information in my possession is that no further parties of 

volunteers have crossed Transjordan into Palestine. Any 

representations I make will be met by a denial that the report is 


true, I should therefore be grateful for detaiisn which could be 


used to substantiate the statement. 


‘ FRODROWE, 
(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057, DI350, 55M. (3 sorts). 10/45. 


" FILE NO,S/10U/i8. “Hy RGRAM. 





Cypher (W/T) 
ie 5 
From :— .M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— SOF S. F.0. LONDON, 


Despatched 2/2/48 (18.22) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,58 of 2nd February. 


Repeated to Jerusalem - > No,.22 SAVING, 
A 
SECRET, en 


Your telegram 54 (of the 31st January). 


1. When making the protest I referred to my earlier representations 
about preventing the passage of arms, ammmition and volunteers for 
Palestine across Transjordan territory and expressed pained surprise 
that Transjordan Great Britain's closed ally among the Arab States 
should have permitted the open passage of a large armed detachment. 


I went on to say that the presence of these men could not fail 
to add to the difficulties of our withdrawal from Palestine and 


asked that all possible measures should be taken to prevent a 
recurrences 


2. My comments on the subject of publication are already in 
your possession, 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30057. Dis50, 55M. (1 sorts). 10/45, 


an Annan 


: aD 





| 










Cypher x/orP To | 
Geode ‘er YW: 5 
Clear \ a 


From :— Yr.Broadmead, DAMASCUS, To :— ae AMMAN, 
Despatched 1/2/48 (11,20) Received 1/2/48 (12,20) 
No. 17 of. 31st Jemery, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.61, 












Repeated to Cairo, Beghdad,Jedda, Beirut, Amman ‘and M.E,.Minister. 
~~ 


f 

TOP SECRET. iu fo) 

eae a : ax! we 
“Your telegrem No, to Ceiro. c. | t< 


: 2\ 
I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs this evening and spoke to 

him accordingly. He said he could tell me right away that 

provided the conditions mentioned in your telegram were strictly 

adhered to the Syrian Government would have no objection to our 

making temporary suspension of arms to the Arab Stetes.(1) 


2. I reminded him that there were still 123 BREN guns awaiting 
delivery (your tmimpemmx reference your telegram No.397 to UK Del. 
New York) but he said that they were being delivered on February 
5th. I do not know on what he based this statement as we are 

still trying to get an answer from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to our last question from FAYID, I think that these guns ought to 
be made &m exception(1) to any embargo that might be imposed in 

spite of the fact that it is mainly the Syrians fault that the 

deal has not been completed weeks ago. . 


Cairo only. Please pass to Memin as my telegram 23, 


H.M.CHARGE d'AF"/.IRES, 


oh. , 


Ws0087, DESEO, SOM. cr sort Wy th 
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Cypher y/oTP / 7 


Slear mr Dud re 


From :— H.M.Charge d'affaires, To :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
BAGHDAD , 


Received 1/2/48 (19245) 






Despatched 1/2/48 (19.18) 





of 31st Jemary, 1948. 


SBCRED. ae 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Nofeoreo} of January 31st. 
Repeated to Cairo, B.M.E.0., Jedda, oe s, Amman and 
Washington. 

I left with the Minister for Foret Ko 8 this morning the 


papers based on your telegram Noel43(1) to Cairo. He at once 
said that personally he thought there was every advantage in our 
imposing the embargo on arms to the Areb statese He would : 
consult his colleagues end discuss at the Arab League meeting on 
February 7th. ~ If Ireq does agree it will of course be essential 
that the reasons be fubly explained to the Iraqi Army as otherwise 
the effect will be disastrous. 

Foreign Yppice please pass to Washington as my telegram No.4. 


s 


H.M.CHARGE @' AFFAIRES, 


(uDLew/is). 


W80087, DISKO. BAM. ctaortl. Ives. 


(9/1014/48) (COPIED) 


GaanDOO npn: 
IN acc sacsercccescnstenss (3) 


6 TELEGRAM 


From .... High Commissioner, JERUSALEM 
ROOST 


To...British Legation, AMMAN, 


Despatched _.292048 (2100 hrs) : Reod: 3.2048 (11.30 hrs) 


Al—Ordon Press, Amman 
b 


Addressed to Secretary of State No. 264. Repeated 
Washington, United Kingdom Delegate, Memin (Please pass to 








Ambassador & Gommander in Chief), Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jeddah, Aden, British Consul ,Aleppo. 

INCIDENT REPORT JANUARY 31. AND FEBRUARY 1st 

(1) During morning and efternoon of February lst 
Arebs and Jewish traffic on Haifa-Acre road was fired on 
and several casualties to both Arabs & Jews resulted, 

(2) At 2258 hours February 1st a very heavy 
explosion was heard in Jerusalem Later reports show a large 
bomb on board a lorry parked in Hassolel street exploded 
wrecking the offices of the Palestine Post and houses in the 
vicinity. A large fire broke out, No firm details of 
casualties are yet available. 

(3) Following are details of casualties in all 
incidents recorded on the two days under reference: Arabs: 
13 killed, 19 wounded. Jews: 1 killed, 10 wounded, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 





FILE NO.S/10U/\8. eT RGRAM. oe /37 ) 
Cypher (W/T) | » 


~ Q 
From :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:—S.OF S. F.0. LONDON. 


Despatched 3/2/48 (12,20) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.57 of 2nd February. 
Repeated to Jerusalem No. 7. 


SECRET, 


\9 (a4, 
1, I am distuySed by the hostile ton’-which the Palestine 
authorities adopting towards Transjorden, Jerusalem's 


telegram 21, (of the 27th January, 1948) asked me to threaten the 
Trans jordan Government with serious consequences and in their 
telegram 275 (of the 1st February) I was asked to threaten them 
with the destruction of two bridges. 


I heve no intention of using this language unless instructed 
to do so by you because I consider that it would alienate the 
Transjordan authorities and make matters considerably more difficult 
than they are at present, The co-operation of Transjordan is 
always teken for granted but the result of creating hostility 
here might be surprising. 


2, The position on the Transjordan=-Pelestine frontier appears to 
be that there is no control on the Palestine side between the 
Allenby bridge and Jisr Sheikh Hussein a front of ninety kilometres, 
It seems unfair to cover up the inability of the Pelestine forces 
to cope by concentrating the lime light on any short comings of 

the Transjorden police, 


3. As regards the publication of protests made to the Trans jordan 
Government, I object to this propose]: strongly for the reasons 
given previously particularly as no publicity of this kind was 
adopted with regard to Syria and the Lebanon which have been and 
still ere worse offenders than Transjordan in the mtter of Arab 
valunteers. 


FRODROME, 


(ASK/CJB/HA). 


W30067, DIS50. 55M. (sorts). 10/45. 









PIE WO.S/0U/M8 | ARELRGRAM 
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From:— H.C, JERUSALEM To :—H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 




















Despatched 1/2/48 (17.30) Received 1/2/48 (19.40) 


Of ist February, 1948. 


Addressed to Secretary of State 253, 


Repeated to Washington 55 (Please pass to UKDEL) Amman 270, 
Baghdad 19, Beirut 271, Damascus 272, Jedda 18, Cairo 32 (Please 
pass to Memin as my 22), + 


a 


The incursion into Palestine. 


iy telegram 171, ~~ 


Reliable information indicates that a further party of the 
Areb liberation army troops arrived in Palestine via JISR DAMIYEH 
ois the night of Jenuary 29th/January 30th the party numbered 
some(1) 950 men and wes transported in 19 vehicles;(1) it is 
reported to consist of Syriag,Iraqi, Trans jordan and Palestine 
nationals all in uniform and well armed, It has now dispersed 
in small units among the villages of NABLUS JENIN end TULKARAM 
sub districts. Alleged that troops will be empl in an 
anti-defensive role (gp.undec.) N.P.(2)(1) A wu 


2, Report adds that further party is expepted shortly, 


3, Action is being taken to (gp,unde Demiyeh end Sheikh 
Hussein bridges see my telegram No.197 not repeated toell, Tf 
would however refer to my telegram No.266 to Beirut repeated to 
Cairo and Demascus and to you(1) as 24 and stress once more the 
necessity of preventive action outside Felestine. This open 
FLOUTING(1) of our frontier is making both the British Government 
and our administration here appear rediculous, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, 


+ either 207) an 
or one changee 
Waeo5;. REw. 38} 


(HDLeb/HA). he 
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‘ito NO,S/1014/4.8. Cerrone aye. ly / , 


Cypher ID/OTP . 


/é See aa 
Cade 2 
_ (e / 
From :— “r.Trott, JEDDA. To :—H.M.Minist AMMAN, 






Received 2/2/48 (10.35) 






Despatched 1/2/48 (15,00) 
of 31st January, 19486 





SECRET(1)~ 
Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No.5 of Februery lst. 


' ‘Repeated to Foreign Office, Cairo, Beirut, B.M.E.0., Damascus 
Amman, Baghdad and Washington, United Kingdom Delegation New York, 


A report has reached me from an Arab source initouch with 
RIYADH and which(1) has in the past proved reliable that a lerge 
consignment of rifles and rifle ammunition(1) are being sent to(l) 
the Palestine frontier, The quantities named are a thousand rifles 
and four hundred thousand rounds of tion, I have no 
confirmtion of this report but consider {Gmcredible(1) as (a) 
informant is connected with the Royal ges and hence likely 

to be awa'e of arrangements for transport of such & consignment 


(b) one thousand (four hundred)(2) and seventy Britigh gr vice (2) 
rifles, being the blance due under the AngleAmerican gift, were 
delivered to Saudi Jrebian Government in September last and are 
probably evailable for immediate issue. 


2, The same informent also states that an unknown number of 
NEID tribesmen are being transported to the frontier by lorry. 


Foreign °'fice pass Kaextouwn legation and Weshington as ny 
2 end 5 respectively. 


Cairo pass B.M.E.0. as my 12(1) 


pS ( \ ee 


W005), DIO, SIM. oct eurt yas 





FUE No.S/0U/x8. , AELEGRAM. . 2» 
—— Viale c / YA 
Cypher. 1n/ore / > |V4 eS 
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i Apa Z. 
Clear L o; oY 
From :— 4.M.Minister, BEIRUT. To :-H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 





DYMEDIATE, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.(1) 83 of February 2nd. 


Repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, Jedda, Damascus, Amman, B.M.E.0, and 
Washingt am. 


SECRET, / \\' 


< Your telegram No.1,3 to Cairo and Washington telegram No.l03 
Yur 


American arms embargoes. 


In the absence of the Lebanese Prime Minister, who was in 
consultation with the Syrian Ministers (as he has been almost 
continuously to the exclusion of other business for the last 
few days) about the financial negotiations with the French 
Government, I on Jamary 31st explained your suggestion to the 
Director Genral for Foreign Affairs, FOUAD BEY AMMOUN thought 
this an unreserved(1) and friendly(1) gesture on the part of 
H.M.G, and said he would not fail to communicate it to the 
Lebanese Prime Minister who would, he felt sure(1) take it in the 
same spirit and wish to discuss it(1) with his colleagues when 
the Arab League meets. 


Please pass to-Washington as my telegram 5. 
Cairo pleese pass to B.M.F.0. as my telegram 27, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MINISTER, © 


te. 
(HDIeM/HA). 


WS0057, DEO. BOM. oct aut Wye 


& BRITISH LECATION, 
BEIRUT. 

15th January, 1948 

IS/3(¥&- ; 

CONFIDENTIAL () 
e *) 

C4 


, 


Dear Chancery, 

a rv 
Your letter S/1014/47 of December 29th. { [ 7 
We are grateful for the information you 


ve given us regarding the visit of the 
tional Bloc Delegation to the Transjordan. 







As regards the last paragraph of your 
letter you may be interested to know that 

far from "avoiding contact" with the National 
Bloc, we frequently meet prominent members of 
the Party on various (mostly social) occasions 
and have long talks with them although for 

the most part this involves listening to their 
interminable tales of woe. It is a fact, 
however, that these people rarely, if at all, 
come to the Legation or even put in an 
appearance at the Minister's "open house" At 
Homes but this is hardly our fault. As regards 
Bmile Eddé, the Party Leader, his case is 
rather special. Since he was expelled from 
the Lebanese Chamber for his part in the French 
Coup of November 1943 he has been boycotted 

by official circles. Nevertheless His Majesty's 
Minister shortly before the elections last May 
agreed to receive him ami in fact they talked 
for nearly an hour. 


36 Sir Alec may care, on a suitable occasion, 
to pass on the gist of this to His Majesty = it 
might be useful ammunition for him should the 
National Bloc return home to the charge in the 
near future. 


Yours ever, 
Chancery 5 
British Legation, Caeareny 
AMMA 


